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Record Number of Associate Degrees Conferred 
Citrus College conferred an all-time record of 1,246 associate degrees to 1,062 students during the 
2010—2011 academic year.  More than 450 students participated in the college’s 95th Commencement 
ceremony, which was also an all-time high.  In addition, 184 graduates received multiple degrees and 
249 graduated with honors. 
 
College Named Top Producer by Community College Week 
Citrus College was listed among the nation’s leading two-year institutions in Community College Week’s 
annual issue, “Top 100 Associate Degree Producers—2011.”  The college ranked 52nd among  two-year 
institutions in the number of associate degrees awarded to Hispanic students and 27th among the top 50 
institutions awarding associate degrees in multi-interdisciplinary studies (liberal arts/general studies).  
For the first time, the college ranked 45th in a new degree category: practical nursing, vocational nursing, 
nursing assistant. 

 
New Student Services Building Opens 
Citrus College’s newest facility is the 55,000 square-foot Student Services Building located near the 
Citrus Avenue entrance to the college.   The building was partially funded by the state (20 percent) and 
partially funded by the Measure G bond (80 percent), which was passed by voters in 2004.  The Student 
Services Building houses the offices of Admissions and Records, Financial Aid, the Student Health Center, 
the Job Placement Center, Counseling, the Career/Transfer Center, Extended Opportunities Programs 
and Services, Disabled Student Programs and Services, School Relations and Outreach, and the vice 
president of student services. It also features a “bookstore express,” cyber café, meeting rooms, 
conference rooms, lounges, and storage space.  

 
Superintendent/President Perri Receives Woman of Achievement Award 
The YWCA San Gabriel Valley has named Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president of Citrus 
College, a 2011 Woman of Achievement.  Dr. Perri was among 10 community leaders selected for their 
accomplishments in their fields of work, study or volunteer service, and for exemplifying the YWCA’s 
mission to “eliminate racism, empower women, and promote peace, justice, freedom and dignity for 
all.”  

 
College Recognized by the Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education  
The annual “Community College” issue of the Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education has named Citrus 
College 39th among the nation’s top 50 community colleges granting the most associate degrees to 
Hispanic students.  The college’s position in this category rose from its 2010 ranking of 42nd place.  The 
Hispanic Outlook’s source for its Top 50 data is the National Center for Education Statistics.   
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Citrus College Outperforms Its Peers in Statewide Accountability Assessment  
Citrus College ranks above its peer groups in six “accountability indicators,” or levels of achievement, 
according to the 2011 Accountability Reporting for the Community Colleges (ARCC). The college’s most 
dramatic improvement occurred in the Improvement Rates for ESL and Credit Basic Skills category:  the 
ESL Improvement Rates subcategory increased by 8.3 percentage points.  The college earned the Peer 
Group High in Annual Successful Course Completion Rate for Credit Basic Skills Courses, 72.8 percent.  
The California Community College System publishes the ARCC Report each year in compliance with a 
legislative requirement. 
 

Physics and Mathematics Students Participate in NASA’s Summer Program 
Nine Citrus College students participated in NASA’s Microgravity University summer program at the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston.  Microgravity University is a program of NASA's Office of Education 
and targets students enrolled in minority serving institutions and community colleges.  The Citrus 
College students, named the “Citrus GraviTeam,” tested their proposed experiment, “The Impact of 
Viscosity on the Ability of Capillary-Driven Liquids to Spin an Axial Blade under Microgravity.”   If the 
experiment is successful, the findings may have an important role in introducing new methods of 
producing reusable energy in a zero gravity environment.   
 
Number of Scholar-Athletes Reaches an All-Time High 
Seventy Citrus College “Fighting Owls” have been named “Scholar-Ballers” for the 2010-2011 academic 
year.  Scholar-Baller ® is a national program that recognizes intercollegiate athletes who have earned a 
3.0 grade point average or higher.  The number of Citrus College Scholar-Ballers has nearly quadrupled— 
from 15 to 70— since the college adopted the program during the 2007-2008 academic year.  The 
Fighting Owls track and field team led the student athletes with 14 Scholar-Ballers, and the football 
team was in second place with 11 Scholar-Ballers.  

 
STEM Program Reaches Out to Local Students 
In 2010-2011, Citrus College’s STEM Program (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) 
students participated in a variety of educational enrichment activities involving middle school and high 
school students.  Members of Women in Mathematics, the Citrus GraviTeam, and Focus on Calculus 
conducted workshops at STEM Day for Girls, in collaboration with the American Association of University 
Women.  More than 200 GATE Program girls from local middle schools participated in workshops and 
met women who have careers in the STEM fields.  During the academic year, the STEM students also 
worked with students from Monrovia, Claremont, and Duarte high schools at the college’s Saturday 
physics workshops.  

 
College Newspaper Wins State Journalism Awards 
The Clarion student newspaper earned top honors at the Journalism Association of Community Colleges 
annual state convention.  The awards include a General Excellence award and three individual “on-the-
spot” writing awards for news writing, broadcast news, and opinion writing.  The Clarion staff also 
received seven awards:  web/broadcast video (1st Place), feature photo (1st Place), front-page layout (4th 
Place), illustration (2nd Place and Honorable Mention), photo illustration (honorable mention) and 
editorial (2nd Place).   


