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New Trustee Joins Citrus College Board 
Dr. Barbara Dickerson of Azusa became the newest member of the Citrus College Board of Trustees and was 
elected to serve as the board’s clerk/secretary during the reorganization meeting on December 3, 2013. She 
represents the college’s Trustee Area 1, which is comprised of Azusa and portions of Duarte.  Dr. Dickerson  
served on the Azusa Unified School District Board for eight years. She has more than 35 years of experience at 
all levels of education, including 25 years in higher education. Dr. Dickerson is currently executive director of 
Neighborhood Homework House, a local nonprofit organization that helps at-risk Azusa students. In addition, 
the longtime educator was the YWCA Woman of Achievement in Education recipient in 2007; in 2010, State 
Senator Dr. Ed Hernandez chose her as Woman of the Year for the 24th State Senate District. 
 
Collegewide Forum Launches Accreditation 2015 Efforts  
The Citrus College community recently attended a collegewide forum where the procedures that will guide 
the college’s 2015 Accreditation Self Evaluation were presented.  The Self Evaluation, formerly known as the 
Self Study, is the comprehensive report that serves as evidence of the college’s progress and the level at 
which it met the standards set by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (ACCJC/WASC).  Accreditation co-chairs Dr. Arvid Spor, vice 
president of student services/interim vice president of academic affairs, and Ms. Roberta Eisel, language arts 
faculty, led the forum.  The co-chairs also reported the college’s progress since its reaffirmation of 
accreditation in 2010.   
 
College Establishes 15th Transfer Degree, Exceeds Goal 
The California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office reports that Citrus College has established its 15th 
Associate Degree for Transfer.  The new transfer degree, journalism, is the second transfer degree approved 
for Citrus College in the past 12 months, and it places the college at 115 percent of its original transfer degree 
target.  Students who receive an Associate in Arts Degree for Transfer or an Associate in Science Degree for 
Transfer are eligible to transfer to a California State University with junior status. 
 
STEM Students RISE to Success 
Citrus College’s widely acclaimed science, technology, engineering, and mathematics program, STEM, has a 
new component designed to promote the STEM culture among students.  The new program, Research in 
Science & Engineering (RISE), has three teams of students participating in key science and technology events 
this spring. The Rocket Owls, physics students, will compete in NASA’s Student Launch Project and the ESRA 
(Experimental Sounding Rocket Association) Intercollegiate Rocketry Competition. The Space Owls, physics 
and recording technology students, will travel to Fairbanks, Alaska to send a weather balloon and recording 
device into the atmosphere with the intent of recording sound emitted from the northern lights.  The CAPE 
(Citrus Automotive Physics Eco-marathon) Owls, physics and automotive technology students, will design, 
build and drive an energy efficient car in the Shell Eco-marathon. 
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Student Trustee Receives Honors from State Organizations 
Mariana Vega, a political science major and student board member on the Citrus Community District Board of 
Trustees, received the Emerging Leader Award from the Community College Completion Corps.  The California 
State Assembly and California State Senate also honored Vega her for her advocacy of Senate Bill 440, which 
supports associate degrees for transfer.  These accolades stem from Vega’s involvement with the Campaign for 
College Opportunity. 
 
Citrus College Foundation Receives Historical Document 
In recognition of the college’s 100th anniversary in 2015, Centennial co-chairs Dr. Lucinda Over, dean of 
counseling, and  Christina Garcia, director of the Citrus College Foundation, presented a gift of historical 
significance during the December 3, 2013 Board of Trustees meeting.  The Foundation received a framed ballot 
and narrative from South Africa’s first free, post-apartheid vote that elected Nelson Mandela as president.  Dr. 
John Baker, former interim vice president of student services, donated the historical document and established 
a student services scholarship to be awarded annually.  
 
Career Technical Education Division Hosts Advisory Council Meeting 
Members of Citrus College’s Career Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Council met with CTE faculty and staff in 
November 2013 to further the collaboration between the college and the local business community.  The event 
theme, “industry and education work together,” introduced a state initiative, “Doing What Matters,” a 
partnership between educators and industry leaders to implement career preparation strategies designed to 
close the skills gap prevalent in the workplace.  Motivational speaker and National Geographic photographer 
Steve Uzzell delivered the keynote address. 
 
Fighting Owls Celebrate a Successful Season 
The Fighting Owls fall athletics teams celebrated one of the most successful seasons in college history.  The 
football team defeated Saddleback College in the 2013 Beach Bowl, 25-14, the Owls’ first bowl game victory in 
25 years.  The women’s soccer team earned a spot in the playoffs, for the second consecutive season and for 
the second time in the program’s history, after achieving a 12-5-4 overall record.  The women’s volleyball team 
also competed in the playoffs for the second year, finishing third in the Western State Conference South 
Division and ending its season with a 14-10 record.  In addition, golfer Paramee Suwantanma competed in the 
community college state golf championship and earned a ranking of 20th in the state. 
 
New Resource Facilitates Completion 
Citrus College’s counselors are implementing a new program that will be used with students to track their 
progress towards completion and assist them in developing their student educational plans.  The program, 
Degree Works, provides both student education planning and degree auditing capabilities.  An 11-member 
Citrus College team representing the counseling, admissions and records, curriculum, career and technical 
education, and technology services areas is developing both the planning and auditing components of the new 
program.  They are also working with programming consultants to enter the Citrus College catalog into the 
Degree Works system.  Degree Works will be an important resource in empowering students to achieve their 
educational goals.   
 
Fall Semester 2013 Student Enrollment Increases 
Citrus College reported 13,530 students enrolled in fall semester credit and noncredit classes, an increase of 
13.9 percent compared to fall 2012.  The number of course sections offered grew by nearly 23 percent.  This rise 
in both the number of students and course sections is attributed to the passage of Proposition 30 in the 
November 2012 election, which enabled the college to add more than 200 classes to the fall schedule.  Citrus 
College was also one of 24 community colleges in California to hold a winter session.  




