
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Superintendent/President 
 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president, extended an official welcome to Dr. Arvid Spor, the 

college’s new vice president of student services. Dr. Spor comes to Citrus College from El Camino College, 
where he was dean of enrollment services and was responsible for overseeing student discipline and 
grievances, outreach and school relations, assessment and testing, financial aid, student development, first 
year experience/learning communities, job placement and foster care. Dr. Spor received his bachelor’s 
degree in business and psychology from Oregon State University and his master’s degree in counseling from 
California State University, Long Beach. He received his doctorate in educational leadership from the 
University of Southern California. Dr. Perri said Dr. Spor’s extensive knowledge and experience will be 
extremely valuable to Citrus College and the student’s we serve. 

Dr. Perri expressed appreciation to all those who helped to make Convocation a wonderful event. 
She thanked Ms. Philomena O’Shea, cafeteria supervisor, and her staff for the delicious food; Mr. Bruce 
Langford, performing arts instructor, for serving as master of ceremonies; and Mr. John Vaughan, interim 
director of the Haugh Performing Arts Center; Ms. Christine Link, CO executive assistant; and Ms. Stacy 
Armstrong, publications specialist, for their efforts in coordinating the event. She also recognized Dr. Eric 
Rabitoy, dean of physical and natural sciences; Ms. Caroline Locke, administrative clerk III; Ms. Pam Sewell, 
CO administrative assistant; and the “Flextones” for their contributions. Dr. Perri said she was pleased to 
launch the college’s new “College of Completion” theme. She thanked Ms. Lisa Telesca, language arts faculty 
and Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) advisor, and the PTK students for their leadership in that regard. 

Dr. Perri reported on several recent college events. Congresswoman Grace Napolitano requested 
the opportunity to attend the Veterans Orientation on August 21, and Dr. Perri was pleased to welcome her to 
the college. She thanked Dr. Rabitoy; Mr. Jim Lancaster, dean of career, technical and continuing education; 
and Academic Senate President Jim Woolum for inviting her to welcome the new Citrus College faculty on 
August 22. She also thanked Dr. Rabitoy for coordinating the welcome event for the adjunct faculty who will 
be teaching in the fall semester. Special recognition breakfasts were held in honor of the 
Supervisor/Confidential team and the Management team. Dr. Perri thanked those who helped to coordinate 
them, including Mr. Eric Magallon, bookstore supervisor and supervisor/confidential team vice president; Ms. 
Lucinda Over, dean of counseling and management team president; and Ms. O’Shea and her staff. 

Dr. Perri said the college will say farewell to Dr. John Baker on August 30 at 10:00 a.m. in SS 205. 
Dr. Baker has just concluded his service to the college as interim vice president of student services. Dr. Perri 
thanked him and said he had achieved much during his short time at Citrus College. 

Dr. Perri welcomed everyone to the fall 2012 semester. 
 

Academic Affairs 
Dr. Irene Malmgren, vice president of academic affairs, reported that the college has received notice 

from the Chancellor’s Office that they have approved two new Citrus College transfer degrees, the history 
AA-T degree and the theater arts AA-T degree. This brings to 11 the total number of Citrus College transfer 
degrees that have been approved by the Chancellor’s Office. Dr. Malmgren said the Chancellor’s Office 
website indicates that there is only one college in the state that has more approved transfer degrees than 
Citrus College. 

Dr. Malmgren said the Cosmetology Department attended the 14
th

 Annual Foothill Unity Back to 
School Event on August 16. This year, the Cosmetology students provided more than 1,300 manicures and 
haircuts to K-12 students from low-income families. Dr. Malmgren thanked the faculty and students, who were 
at the event all day. 

Dr. Malmgren introduced Mr. Lancaster who presented information on two pilot programs that took 
place at Citrus College over the summer. The 21 G-Tech was a one-week summer camp designed to 
encourage incoming 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade girls from Northview Intermediate School to think about the many 

STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) career opportunities. The program included 
applied learning/lab activities, tablet and cloud computing technologies, classroom presentations by women 
who are successful in computer science and information technology industries and field trips to the University 
of Southern California. The other pilot program, Automotive Physics Engineering eXperience (APEX), aligns 
intermediate school math and science standards with the engineering of a car. Sixteen students from 
Northview Intermediate School applied principles of math and science to engineer and build go karts, which 
they raced at the culmination of the program. Both programs were funded by grants. 
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Board Highlights 

 
Student Services 

 
Dr. Spor reported that Student Services has been very busy over the summer. Admissions and Records processed more than 

8,000 applications during summer session, following a busy spring where they processed 836 degrees, 232 certificates and 30 skill 
awards. Financial Aid prepared financial aid packages for 6,477 students. From mid-June through mid-August, Counseling faculty and 
staff provided workshops for 1,947 students, assisted 2,531 drop-in students and 4,847 students who had appointments, resulting in 
9,325 student contacts during this period.  

Dr. Spor reported on other recent college activities, including active shooter training drills conducted on campus by the 
Glendora Police Department; the ASCC annual leadership retreat, which explored topics such as shared governance, legislative issues, 
District and ASCC budgets and stress/time management; and a student veteran orientation, where 60 new student veterans were 
provided services and information, including services from the VA Mobile unit.  Dr. Spor added that by having the VA Mobile unit on 
campus to expedite the filing of claim forms, student veterans saved about 238 hours of time in enrolling for benefits. 

 

Finance and Administrative Services 
 

 Mrs. Carol R. Horton, vice president of finance and administrative services, said the college has closed the books on the prior 
fiscal year, and the auditors are on campus. She announced that she and Dr. Perri would host a collegewide Budget Forum on August 
30 at 2:45 p.m. in CI 159. 
 Mrs. Horton spoke to Agenda Item H-3, the Five Year Construction Plan. This is an annual report that is submitted to the 
Chancellor’s Office at the end of August each year. The Fiscal Resources Committee reviews and provides input on the list of projects. 
 

COMMENTS 
 

Members of the Board of Trustees  
 
 Student Trustee Crescencio Calderon thanked Ms. Christina Garcia, director of development and alumni relations; Dr. Martha 
McDonald, dean of students; Mr. Clarence Cernal, administrative assistant; and all those who helped coordinate the 2012 Scholarship 
Reception. He said the event encourages students to work hard and donors to invest in their futures and is a great way to start the new 
academic year. 
 Student Trustee Calderon reported on the ASCC board retreat. The new group of high achieving ASCC leaders got to know 
one another and discuss ideas for enhancing the student experience at Citrus College. He thanked Dr. Perri, Dr. Spor, Dr. Baker, Dr. 
Malmgren, Dr. McDonald, Dr. Sam Lee, dean of language arts and enrollment management; Ms. Marilyn Grinsdale, protocol and 
government relations officer; and everyone who presented workshops at the retreat for their advice and inspiration. 
 Student Trustee Calderon said, as spokesperson for the California Dream Network (CDN), he recently appeared on television. 
He explained the goals of the CDN and said he will continue to serve as a leader for the organization.  

Student Trustee Calderon also thanked everyone who attended Convocation and signed the Completion Pledge. 
Trustee Patricia Rasmussen, board member, commented on Convocation, saying it was a wonderful morning. She praised the 

students for speaking eloquently about the Completion initiative and said she hoped the Board of Trustees would be involved. Trustee 
Rasmussen congratulated the recipients of the Shining Star Awards and longevity awards. She also commented on the latest edition of 
the publication “Citrus Rocks,” which was available at Convocation and online, and she added that she hoped everyone would work 
together to make it a great year. 

Trustee Susan M. Keith, board vice president, said Convocation was a good event and very inspirational. She recognized the 
efforts of Ms. Link, who she said has worked so hard and done much to assist the board over the years. Trustee Keith thanked her for 
her multi-tasking skills and all that she does for the college. 

Board President Joanne Montgomery welcomed the college back for the fall semester and said it is going to be a wonderful 
year.  

Commenting on the Foothill Unity Back to School Event, Board President Montgomery thanked Mr. Albert Graciano, 
cosmetology instructor; all of the Cosmetology faculty and students who participated; Ms. Debbie Vanschoelandt, continuing education 
supervisor; Dr. Rabitoy and Mr. Jim McClain, dean of mathematics and health sciences, all of whom were instrumental in Citrus 
College’s participation. She said the haircuts and manicures provided by our students will help school children in our area start school 
on a positive note. 

 

INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 
 
 Dr. Malmgren provided highlights of the Program Reviews for Commercial Music, Recording Technology and Disabled 
Students Programs and Services. 
 

BOARD ACTION 
 

 The board approved eight action items, including the hiring of Dr. Gerald Sequeira as dean of admissions and records and Ms. 
Carol Thomas as the director of financial aid. 

 

 
 
 
 


