
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Superintendent/President 
 

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president, began her report by commenting on the 
process of setting goals for college completion that is taking place across the institution. Every 
governance committee and leadership group on campus has been setting goals, including the 
Board of Trustees, who will engage in a special workshop following the meeting to set goals for the 
coming year. However, Dr. Perri said that this will be a different year for Citrus College. This year, 
the college is facing the reality of the failing condition of the educational system across the nation 
and in the state, and it is stepping up to accept responsibility for change.  

Dr. Perri said, according to the most recent federal data, just 22 percent of first-time, full-
time students in community colleges graduate in three years. For Hispanics and African-
Americans, the percentages are more discouraging at 17 and 14 percent respectively. According 
to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, while 55 percent of all California State 
University students and 28 percent of all University of California students who earned 
baccalaureate degrees in 2007 started as community college students, the vast majority of 
students who enter community colleges do not transfer to four-year institutions. Only about 10 to 
12 percent of an entering class of community college students will transfer to a four-year college or 
university. Dr. Perri said these numbers reflect that there are many students who are not achieving 
their educational goals, and for far too long the current educational system has failed them. 

As reported in the San Gabriel Valley Tribune, Citrus College conferred 1,332 degrees in 
June—the highest number in the college’s 96 year history. Dr. Perri said the college’s recent 
successes, along with its ranking as one of the nation’s top 100 degree-producing community 
colleges, have inspired student leaders and the entire college community to rally for a “call to 
action.” The college’s Phi Theta Kappa student leaders reached out to the college to help them 
and their fellow students address the challenges they face, such as financial difficulties, time 
management and balancing work and education. Dr. Perri said their efforts have resulted in a 
completion initiative, which has been embraced collegewide. She reported that the Steering 
Committee took action at their last meeting to officially make “college completion” a responsibility 
of the committee. 

Dr. Perri said she will be doing her part to improve student completion and success at 
Citrus College and in the state and nation. In that regard, she was pleased to announce that the 
Community College League of California has invited her to be the CEO representative on the 
Chancellor’s Student Success Task Force on Professional Development, which is working to 
develop strategies for enhancing the professional development of faculty statewide.  

 

Academic Affairs 
 

Dr. Irene Malmgren, vice president of academic affairs, reported that the National 
Association for Developmental Education has invited Citrus College to present at its 2013 annual 
conference. Language arts instructors Ms. Gina Hogan, Ms. Rebecca Rudd and Dr. Beverly Van 
Citters, and Ms. Suzanne Martinez, HSI Grant Project Coordinator, will make a presentation of 
their English curriculum redesign entitled, “Convergence for Innovation: Transformation for College 
Success.” Dr. Malmgren commended them for their work in helping students succeed and the 
recognition the college has received as a result. 

Dr. Malmgren reported that the STEM Academy, a component of the RACE to STEM 
Grant, has enrolled more than 200 students since February 2012. The goal for the first year of the 
grant was to enroll 100 students, which means they have exceeded their goal by 100 percent. 

Dr. Malmgren said this fall the faculty leads, the College Success adjunct faculty for math 
and English, and the adjunct faculty for English 101 and English 103 will read and discuss the 
book, The College Fear Factor – How Students and Professors Misunderstand One Another. The 
book explores barriers to student success, especially for first generation college students. 
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Board Highlights 

Student Services 
  
 Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of student services, reported that the College of Completion theme is alive and 
moving forward. They are currently exploring opportunities for funding the initiative from federal, local and foundation 
resources.  Dr. Spor and Dr. Malmgren will be collaborating with Citrus College deans to further promote best practices 
and to look at best practices from other colleges. Dr. Spor said there is a need to assist students with passing gatekeeper 
classes, such as math and English, to enable them to persist on to graduation and transfer. The goal is to increase the 
numbers of Citrus College students who reach their academic goals. 
 

COMMENTS 
Academic Senate 
 

 Academic Senate President Jim Woolum said the 2012-2013 academic year is well underway. This year, the 
Academic Senate will meet in CI 159 from 2:40 to 4:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month. Mr. 
Woolum outlined some of the work they will focus on in the year ahead, including supporting the activities outlined in Title 
5, collegewide comprehensive program review, facilitating the development of AA and AS transfer degrees, implementing 
a new faculty mentoring program and initiating a review of degrees and certificates collegewide.  
 

Members of the Board of Trustees  
 

 Student Trustee Crescencio Calderon said ASCC organized a positive event in support of Suicide Prevention Day. 
He also reported on a student success story that illustrates the importance of the College of Completion initiative. Ms. 
Desire Wester, a Citrus College alumna who is legally blind, had a lifelong dream of becoming an artist. Although others 
had tried to dissuade her, she enrolled in Citrus College’s Fine and Performing Arts program, where she found 
encouragement and support. She has now transferred to a four-year institution and is on her way to achieving her dream. 
 Trustee Edward C. Ortell, board member, attended the opening football game of the season and reported that the 
Owls football team is off to a good start. They prevailed over Pasadena City College 35-14. He said last week the team 
went on to defeat Moorpark College 29-16, and they now have statewide rankings. 
 Trustee Patricia Rasmussen, board member, attended the pinning ceremony for the Vocational Nursing program. 
She said this is always a wonderful ceremony. The students are very bonded and their stories are inspirational. 
 Trustee Rasmussen said the college’s Sustainability Plan is a wonderful plan and very well done. She suggested 
it be presented at community forums to increase awareness of what the college is doing with regard to sustainability.  
 Trustee Rasmussen has recently had the opportunity to work with student leaders, and she said they are an 
amazing group. She is hopeful that the board will advocate for them at the state level and will also ask the community for 
support. Board President Joanne Montgomery said this would be a topic for discussion as the board develops their goals 
for the coming year. 
 Trustee Susan M. Keith, board vice president, commented that she follows several Citrus College alumni on 
Facebook. She has also had the opportunity to work with Student Trustee Calderon on Proposition 30. Trustee Keith said 
the board adopted a resolution in support of Proposition 30 at their June 19 board meeting, and the outcome of 
Proposition 30 in the November election will have a significant impact on the college. She said passage of Proposition 30 
will mean that 165 to 180 classes can be added to Citrus College’s schedule of classes. With 30 or more students enrolled 
in each class, this could translate to as many as 6,000 opportunities for students. Trustee Keith said students will be the 
engine for the local “get out the vote” campaign for Proposition 30. She added that Citrus College can be proud of the 
college’s wonderful group of student leaders, and she congratulated them on working to make things better for all students 
statewide. 
 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE 
  

 Ms. Alma Castro, a community member and former student, expressed concerns about the feral cat population on 
campus.   
 

INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 
 
 Mrs. Carol R. Horton, vice president of finance and administrative services, made a presentation on the district 
budget for 2012-2013. 
 

BOARD ACTION 
 

 The board approved five action items, including the district budget for 2012-2013 and the Citrus College 
Sustainability Plan. 
 

 

 
 
 
 


