
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Superintendent/President 
 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president, was pleased to report that Citrus 

College’s midterm accreditation report was finalized and sent to the accrediting commission. She 
thanked Ms. Roberta Eisel, accreditation co-chair, and Dr. Irene Malmgren, vice president of 
academic affairs and accreditation co-chair, for their efforts in leading the process. 

Dr. Perri commended the ASCC for their leadership in organizing “Project Z—Rock the 
Vote Flash Mob” on October 11. She said the event was very successful. It drew a large crowd to 
watch students dressed as zombies dancing to Michael Jackson’s Thriller. She thanked Board 
President Joanne Montgomery and Trustee Susan M. Keith, board vice president, for supporting 
the students by attending. Senator Ed Hernandez and members of his staff were also in 
attendance, as well as a representative from Senator Bob Huff’s office. Dr. Perri thanked those 
individuals who organized the event and those who contributed their time and talent, including Mr. 
John Vaughan, interim director of the Haugh Performing Arts Center, who choreographed the 
performance. She also recognized the college’s talented cosmetology students and faculty for their 
creativity in doing the performers’ makeup. A video of the event has been posted on YouTube, and 
it has received close to 700 views. 

Dr. Perri was pleased to report that she received a copy of the California Community 
College Athletic Association’s Year in Review in which former Citrus College basketball player 
James Walker was featured as the January Athlete of the Month. 

Dr. Perri congratulated Mrs. Carol R. Horton, vice president of finance and administrative 
services, for being named as recipient of the Walter Star Robie Award. This award is presented to 
California community college chief business officers who have demonstrated outstanding 
achievements and exemplary service in their respective districts and the State of California.  

Dr. Perri said that Dr. Lan Hao, director of institutional research, would be presenting the 
college’s Annual Implementation Plan for the 2012-2013 academic year at this board meeting. She 
said the plan is by far the best one Citrus College has done to date. It addresses the six major 
focus areas of the Strategic Plan, and it carefully details the many goals, activities and measurable 
outcomes the college community will be working toward. She commended Dr. Hao for leading this 
effort, and she thanked all those who played a critical role in organizing the plan for this year. 

 
Academic Affairs 
 
 Dr. Irene Malmgren, vice president of academic affairs, reported that the Rocket Owls 
have received a $2,000 donation from the College of Engineering, Computer Science and 
Technology at the California State University, Los Angeles to help cover their expenses at the 
NASA University Launch Initiative (USLI) competition. The Rocket Owls proposal for a spot in the 
competition was accepted two weeks ago. They were thrilled to be accepted, and they are now 
seeking donations from a variety of sources to cover the costs of competing, including donations 
from other academic institutions. 
 Dr. Malmgren provided a STEM update. The STEM Fall Research Symposium and Social 
was a big success, with more than 140 students and instructors attending. They enrolled 19 
students in the STEM Academy during the event. The STEM counselors are calling students in 
and providing them with information regarding the opportunity to transfer to CSU Fullerton under 
the (STEM)2 grant. The counselors are also contacting a randomly selected group of STEM 
students with GPAs below 3.0, scheduling meetings to review their education plans and 
connecting them to college services. A workshop focused on careers in math and science is 
planned for early November, and a complementary workshop focused on careers in engineering 
will be held in the spring. 
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Board Highlights 
 
 Dr. Malmgren announced that the Clarion took home a number of wins from the recent Journalism Association of 
Community Colleges Southern Region conference. Team Clarion brought home 15 individual awards, as well as the 
highest award possible for the online newspaper: General Excellence. Dr. Malmgren thanked them for their hard work and 
congratulated them on their success. 
 
COMMENTS 
Members of the Board of Trustees  
 
 Student Trustee Crescencio Calderon said he appreciated the opportunity to participate in the Azusa Golden Days 
parade with Dr. Woods. He said the Citrus College Cheer Club accompanied them. Student Trustee Calderon said ASCC 
observed Hispanic Heritage Month with a celebration in the Campus Center Mall that included food trucks and flamenco 
dancers. He also reported on the very successful Project Z event that launched their Rock the Vote effort. He passed 
around a letter signed by the entire ASCC executive board thanking the board of trustees, Dr. Perri and Dr. Arvid Spor, 
vice president of student services, for their support. The students added they are proud to be part of the Citrus College 
community. Student Trustee Calderon said it is their hope that the event will bring greater political awareness to Citrus 
College students. 
 As part of his effort to highlight stories of students whose lives have been positively impacted by attending Citrus 
College, Student Trustee Calderon read the biography of ASCC Vice President Nayiri Baghdassarian. Ms. Baghdassarian 
believes the unique college culture of support and encouragement at Citrus College has helped her overcome personal 
challenges. She is doing well in her studies and plans to transfer in two years. Student Trustee Calderon said ASCC is 
fortunate to have Ms. Baghdassarian as a member of the executive board. 
 Trustee Keith said she is looking forward to attending this year’s Night of Music from Film. She also congratulated 
the students for their Rock the Vote effort, saying she is proud of their willingness to get involved in the political process. 
 Trustee Patricia Rasmussen, board member, commented that the airways are heating up with political ads for the 
November election. She said many of the ads are misleading, and it is important for voters to be informed regarding the 
issues. 
 

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE 
  
 Community College Association (CCA) President Dr. Ron Norton Reel expressed CCA’s support for Dr. Perri. He 
said Citrus College is fortunate to have her leadership. 
 Mr. John Fincher, CCFA president, expressed concern about the possible abuse of the use of college computer 
technology support by one board member.  Mr. Fincher also provided a proposal to the board to limit eligibility for lifetime 
healthcare benefits to qualified board members.  
 
INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 
 
 Dr. Hao presented highlights of the college’s 2012-2013 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) for the Citrus College 
Strategic Plan: 2011-2016. The academic year 2012-2013 marks the second year of implementation for this five-year plan. 
This AIP details the definitive activities and the corresponding measurable outcomes the college will complete to advance 
its strategic plan in the six focus areas and thirteen institutional goals identified. Dr. Hao said the AIP represents a 
collegewide collaborative effort, and she thanked all those involved. 
 Dr. Hao also presented a brief overview of the results for Citrus College from the Community College Survey of 
Student Engagement (CCSSE). The CCSSE provides information about student engagement and the amount of time 
students invest in meaningful educational practices. The benchmarks areas are: active and collaborative learning, student 
effort, academic challenge, student-faculty interaction and support for learners. 
 Dr. Spor introduced Ms. Sara Gonzales-Tapia, director of EOP&S, CARE and CalWORKS, who provided 
highlights of the EOP&S year-end report for the previous academic year that will be submitted to the Chancellor’s Office. 
Ms. Gonzales-Tapia said 576 Citrus College students will participate in the EOP&S program in 2012-2013 and Citrus 
College has received a categorical allocation of $590,207 with a local district contribution of $151,705 to provide EOP&S 
services for the current academic year. In the 2011-2012 academic year, 49 associate in arts degrees, 36 associate in 
science degrees and 5 associate in arts transfer degrees were conferred on EOP&S students. 
 

BOARD ACTION 
 

 The board approved five action items, including authorization to approve the second reading of the board’s 
revised goals for 2012-2013. 
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