
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

 
Superintendent/President 
 
 Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president, thanked all those who contributed to the 
remodeling of the Administration Building, including the beautiful new boardroom where the meeting was 
held. 
 Dr. Perri said the college’s 98th Commencement ceremony was an exciting day, with 528 students 
participating in the ceremony. She said it is always a rewarding day for administrators, faculty and staff. 
There were a record number of graduates again this year, and she was proud to report that 61 percent of 
them graduated with honors. Dr. Perri thanked Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of student services/interim vice 
president of academic affairs, and Ms. Tonya Ryan, administrative assistant, for the tremendous amount of 
effort they contributed to this successful event. 
 Following Commencement, the Citrus College Foundation hosted 61 guests at the 52nd Annual 
Distinguished Alumni Awards Luncheon. Dr. Perri said each of the three Distinguished Alumni Award 
recipients did a great job of sharing their own “Citrus story” with the audience. She thanked Ms. Christina 
Garcia, Foundation director, and Mr. Clarence Cernal, administrative assistant, for planning a beautiful event. 
 Dr. Perri introduced Mr. Tedd Goldstein, past president of the Supervisor Confidential Team, who 
introduced the Student Worker of the Semester.  
 
Academic Affairs 
 
 Dr. Spor reported that 528 students walked at Commencement. This number was up from last year 
when 495 students walked, and it set a new college record. 
 Dr. Spor said, with the board’s approval, Ms. Jennifer D’Amato will be joining the Citrus College 
Registered Nursing Program as a full-time, tenure track nursing instructor. Ms. D’Amato’s career experience 
includes nursing positions at Kaiser Permanente and Arcadia Methodist Hospitals. She holds a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing from California State University, Los Angeles, and a master of science degree in 
nursing from the University of Phoenix. 
 
Finance and Administrative Services 
 
 Ms. Claudette Dain, vice president of finance and administrative services, thanked all those who 
coordinated and participated in the Administration Building Reopening ceremony. She said a lot of staff time 
when into getting the building ready to open, and she expressed her appreciation to all those involved. 
 Ms. Dain said the state budget has been finalized, and it is very similar to the Governor’s May 
Revise. The college’s tentative budget for 2014-2015 is on the agenda for board approval. Any revisions that 
are needed will be incorporated into the adopted budget in September. 
 

COMMENTS 
 
Academic Senate 
 Ms. Lisa Villa, academic senate president, said the Academic Senate approved 14 APs and BPs at 
their final meeting of the semester on May 28. They also installed new officers, with the assistance of Dr. 
Perri and Dr. Spor, and they distributed certificates of appreciation to the senators and representatives. At 
the meeting, Ms. Villa shared the results of a survey of the California community colleges that she conducted 
over the past year regarding term lengths and structures of all of the local Academic Senate executive 
boards. Ms. Villa said their goal for the year, “improving communication,” was in evidence throughout the 
year. She thanked her colleagues, staff, students, administrators, Dr. Perri, and the Board of Trustees for an 
excellent year of good communications, leadership and collaboration. 
 
California School Employees Association 
 Mr. Robert Coutts, CSEA president, said the CSEA executive board met on June 10 and approved 
all of the APs and BPs on the agenda. He thanked Dr. Sammis for meeting with them to clarify BP 3050,  
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Institutional Code of Ethics. Mr. Coutts said the CSEA negotiating committee met and assembled a sub-committee to review 
modifications to the education and experience requirements on the classified job descriptions. They will gather input from 
employees and forward it to the negotiating team. 
 CSEA’s delegates to the 2014 CSEA State Conference, Ms. Cathy Day, administrative secretary II; Ms. Cynthia Patino, 
administrative assistant; and Mr. Coutts, are coordinating with other regional chapters to arrange a pre-meeting to share 
perspectives on this year’s resolutions. 
 On behalf of the classified staff, Mr. Coutts thanked everyone who participated and helped with the Staff Appreciation 
Breakfast on May 30. He said it was reported to be the most entertaining theme in the history of the event. 
 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
 
 Student Trustee Farihah Chowdhury said ASCC completed their elections for the fall 2014 executive board. She 
introduced Mr. Manuel Ramirez, the new ASCC president, who was present at the meeting. The current board is in the process 
of nominating and appointing new members to fill board positions. ASCC’s Centennial subcommittee is planning events for the 
Centennial, including a halftime show for the football game. Ms. Chowdhury said the ASCC executive board also passed out 
goodie bags during finals week to over 500 students.  
 Trustee Joanne Montgomery, board vice president, reported on several recent college and community events. She said 
26 Citrus College students received certificates at the dental assisting graduation ceremony. She has also attended several 
graduations in the community, and she handed out $500 Bright Futures scholarships from Citrus College to deserving students. 
 Trustee Montgomery congratulated Dr. David Kary, astronomy faculty, on being named distinguished faculty member of 
the year. She also thanked Dr. Spor and the Commencement Committee for the spectacular ceremony this year. Trustee 
Montgomery commented on the beautiful new boardroom and said the sound was excellent. 
 Trustee Barbara R. Dickerson, board clerk/secretary, thanked the President’s Office and the administration for 
responding to her inquiries, as she seeks to become better acquainted with the college.  
 Trustee Dickerson said the many events leading up to Commencement were excellent. She said the staff did an 
outstanding job, and our students are spectacular. She was especially proud of two Azusa students who had prominent roles in 
the ceremony, Mr. Tyler Hernandez, who provided the Commencement speech, and Ms. Chowdhury, who lead the procession. 
She gave kudos to the faculty and students for their outstanding work this year. She also found the Alumni Reception following 
the event enjoyable and inspiring. 
 Trustee Edward C. Ortell, board member, thanked the Legislature for passing the budget on time and giving the college 
something concrete with which to work. He said, while the budget is not perfect, it is a good budget and it addresses the future 
funding of state retirement systems. 
 Trustee Susan M. Keith, board member, reviewed a variety of end-of-the-year events she has attended. She said she is 
looking forward to presenting a Certificate of Appreciation to the Active Claremont Association for their support of the college.  
 Trustee Keith commented on the upcoming meeting of the California Community Colleges Trustees (CCCT) board. She 
said the topic of accreditation is on the agenda, as she is certain it will be a lively discussion. Trustee Keith also read highlights 
from a letter from the new CCCT board president.  
 Trustee Keith wished the college community a safe, relaxing, happy vacation. 
 Board President Patricia A. Rasmussen commented that the Achievement Awards were held in the Haugh Performing 
Arts Center this year, and it provided a nice, new venue. She said the Classified Staff Appreciation Breakfast was a very fun 
event. She also enjoyed the college’s spring music concert, which featured the orchestra and all of the choirs. She praised 
Commencement, the Alumni Reception and the Veterans’ Ceremony. She added that the speeches at the Veterans Ceremony 
were wonderful and very moving. 
 Trustee Rasmussen was pleased to see that the Focus on Student Success publication from the Chancellor’s Office 
features Citrus College on the first page. She also congratulated the CAPE Owls for getting a lot of good publicity in the press, 
and she commented that their project is featured in a display in the College Library. She said there is much evidence of student 
success collegewide. 
 

INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 
 
 Dr. Spor introduced Ms. Rebecca Rudd, bridges to success project director, and Ms. Suzanne Martinez, college 
success coordinator, who presented an update on the Bridges to Success and College Success programs. Several faculty 
members who teach in the programs provided additional insight and information. 
 Dr. Spor introduced Ms. Jody Wise, dean of kinesiology, health and athletics, who presented an update on the athletic 
program and Title IX. Her reported focused on the success rates of Citrus College athletes and some of the requirements and 
challenges of complying with Title IX. She thanked her assistant athletic directors, Ms. Mary Brawner and Mr. Cliff Wurst and Mr. 
Andrew Wheeler, sports information coordinator, for their support and contributions to her report. 
 

BOARD ACTION 
 The board approved 10 action items, including the hiring of Ms. Jennifer D’Amato as a full-time, tenure track nursing 
instructor and 10 board policies. 
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