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As Citrus College awaits the findings of our recent Accreditation Site Visit, we can breathe
a collective sigh of relief knowing that the long-awaited week has come and gone.
However, our hard work does not end now that the visit is over.  Instead, Citrus College is
actively moving forward and maintaining the momentum of the past several months.

In this issue of the Citrus View, you will read about many of the wonderful and exciting
events taking place over the next few weeks.  From the introduction of our new STEM
Center and Field House to our annual Veteran's Day Celebration and fall Theatre Arts
Department production, there is little doubt that Citrus College is a very busy place.  It is
rewarding to know that through this busy schedule we are making a difference in the lives
of our students and contributing to the betterment of our surrounding communities.

Henry Ford, father of the modern assembly line, once said "If everyone is moving forward together, then success
takes care of itself."  Considering the plans we have already made for the fall and winter seasons, Citrus College is
destined for success!  Thank you for all of your hard work - both now and as we move forward into the future.

Citrus College Moves Forward After Site Visit

One of the most important processes in the life of an educational institution is accredita-
tion.  After nearly two years of preparation, the Citrus College Accreditation Site Visit took
place October 12 through October 15.   During the visit, a team of eleven faculty and
administrators from community colleges throughout the state conducted an on-site evalua-
tion of the college.  

Charged with assessing the college's performance according to professional standards,
this group of peers spent the four days interviewing employees, visiting classes, and
reviewing documents to assure the quality of education provided by the college.  On the

afternoon of the visit's final day, the team participated in an exit interview in the Center for Innovation Community
Room.  As part of the brief interview, the team outlined the four commendations and six recommendations that they
identified for the institution.

Dr. Brian King, chair of the team and superintendent/president of Cabrillo Community College District, said that the
team commended Citrus College for its strong sense of community, attractive campus, inclusive shared governance
structure, and the procurement of external funding.   He also said that they recommended that the college update all
policies with respect to recruiting and hiring documents, build on our existing processes and better integrate the use
of data in decision-making, complete our Student Learning Outcomes at the program level, assess the effectiveness
of recent program initiatives to student services, complete our stated goal in our comprehensive planning agenda,
and continue to work towards a more transparent budget.

King also stressed that its recommendation to the accrediting commission could not be disclosed and estimated that
Citrus College would learn of its standing by early 2010.

"The team wanted to make sure I thanked everyone on campus for making our time here as enjoyable as possible,"
he concluded.
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Board of Trustees Outlines Institutional Goals
With the Accreditation Site Visit now under our belt, Citrus
College can embrace the future.  To help point the institution in
the right direction, the Board of Trustees has outlined a list of
10 goals.  Organized into four categories, these goals support
the Strategic Plan and will ensure that the college maintains
and upholds its mission in the busy months ahead.

STUDENT AND INSTITUTIONAL SUCCESS
1. The Board supports the promotion of a diverse community 

of students and staff that responds to, and recognizes the 
achievements and needs of all people.

2. The Board encourages the college to continue building partnerships with the local community, 
educational institutions (K-16), and business and industry in an effort to promote both the College 
and the College Foundation's ability to promote student success.

3. The Board encourages the development and implementation of innovative strategies to support 
students in the following areas:  college orientation, basic skills, student engagement, articulation, 
transfer, career and technical education, and course, certificate and degree completion.

4. The Board is committed to ensuring that the institution is continuously striving to meet the 
standards set by the Accrediting Commission and encourages the college to develop a plan to 
address recommendations from the upcoming accreditation site visit and college planning agenda 
noted in the Citrus College Self Study. 

5. The Board supports a data-driven planning process
that includes consideration of the external 
community, and the socio-cultural, economic and 
educational needs of students.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT
6. The Board encourages collegewide implementation

of Student Learning Outcomes that are linked to 
assessment, evaluation, planning and institutional 
effectiveness.

FISCAL TRANSPARENCY/STABILITY
7. The Board encourages the college to pursue additional revenue sources through grants, private 

donations, state and federal funds, etc. to enhance the college and serve our community.
8. The Board supports the consideration of innovative strategies to promote student access and 

success, and institutional efficiency and effectiveness in light of fiscal constraints.

COMMUNICATION / COMMUNITY & 
GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
9. The Board encourages the college to 

seek opportunities that foster collaboration with 
the local community and educational leadership 
to enhance local governance in an effort to better
meet community needs and ensure student 
success.

10. The Board, in concert with the college community,
will work to garner support and funding to 
complete the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension,

with a Citrus Avenue Station, which will greatly enhance access to Citrus College for students, staff, and visi-
tors; and help alleviate traffic, parking, and pollution issues in our local communities.

merica's economic vitality and
competitive advantage is

dependent upon the level of skill its
workforce has in the areas of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
mathematics - otherwise known as
STEM.  

Recognizing this, Citrus College is
proudly hosting an open house for its
new STEM Complex on Tuesday,
November 3 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The new complex, which is com-
prised of three rooms on the first floor
of the Math/Science Building, was
funded by the College Cost
Reduction and Access Act (CCRAA)
STEM Grant that the college received
in 2008.   The purpose of this grant is
to encourage under-represented stu-
dents in STEM majors and to help
Citrus College improve its offerings to
students who plan on entering the
STEM fields.

"The open house is a wonderful
opportunity to see students in action,
while also becoming acquainted with
the wonderful work being completed
through the CCRAA STEM Grant,"
said Sylvia Smythe, director of Citrus
College's College Success Program.
"Our goal is to empower our students
by equipping them with the skills that
are needed for the emerging profes-
sions of the 21st century."

The STEM Center officially opened
on the first day of the fall 2009
semester.  Since that time, over 500
students a week have utilized its
many important, interactive
resources.  These include free tutor-
ing for science and math, calculus
workshops, Supplemental Instruction,
STEM counselors and transfer
coaches, human anatomy models,
DNA models, chemistry model sets,
science DVDs, periodicals for class
assignments, and computers.

For more information, call (626) 914-
8723 or (626) 914-8614.

College Introduces
New STEM Center
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Citrus College Salutes Veterans
Four years ago, Citrus College was looking for a way to honor the men
and women who have served in our nation's military.  So, the "Salute
to Veterans" event was introduced.  Since its inception, this annual
event has grown significantly.  In fact, Azusa Pacific University, the City
of Azusa, and the City of Glendora have all signed on to sponsor the
2009 event.

"I am grateful to our neighbors in the City of Glendora and City of
Azusa, as well as our colleagues at Azusa Pacific University, for joining
us in this important and meaningful event," said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,
Citrus College superintendent/president.  "I am so excited that all of
our friends from the community will join Citrus as it honors the men
and women who have served our nation and protected our freedoms."

The 4th Annual Salute to Veterans will be held on Thursday, November 5, 2009.  The event will take place
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The celebration will begin in Citrus College's campus center quad.  A keynote
address will be given by Martha McDonald, Citrus College's dean of students and a veteran of the U.S.
Marine Corps.  The program will also include refreshments, an AMVETS Honor Guard, 21-gun salute, mili-
tary display, and performance by Gladstone High School's Marching Band.   Military vehicles, equipment,
and uniforms will also be on display during the event.  All branches of the military will be represented, includ-
ing veterans from many of America's past and present wars.

For more information about "A Salute to Veterans,”  e-mail veteranscenter@citruscollege.edu.

Citrus College to Dedicate Newest Facility
Citrus College will soon be celebrating the
opening of one of its newest facilities.
Community members are invited to attend
the formal dedication of the college's new
Field House on Tuesday, November 17 at
3:00 p.m.

"This new facility is not only an important addition to Citrus College, but it has positive implications for our
local communities," said Paula Green, Citrus College director of communications.  "Several local high
schools utilize our facilities as their home athletic fields and for their graduation ceremonies.   The college
also hosts a variety of other public events at our stadium."

The new Field House provides modern locker rooms, a classroom, faculty offices, and work space to accom-
modate the needs of our student population.  A new concession stand was also part of the building project.
In addition to these amenities, five of the college's athletic teams will also be housed in the Field House.
These include football, track, cross country, baseball and soccer. Perhaps one of the most attractive features
of the new building is a ceramic tile wall depicting students playing sports.  This special feature was
designed and built by Citrus College ceramics students, under the direction of art instructor Mike Hillman.

"The Field House and its accompanying concession stand contribute to an attractive environment that is con-
ducive to both instruction and inter-collegiate athletics," Green said.

The dedication ceremony will provide visitors with the opportunity to tour the facilities.  It will also include the
introduction of special guests, an overview of the building and its purpose, and refreshments.  For more
information, contact the Citrus College Office of External Relations at (626) 914-8872.

t was a logical partnership. The
Citrus College Photography

Department needed models and the
Cosmetology Department needed
photographs.  The result is "The Art
of Hair," a unique new exhibit cur-
rently on display in the Citrus College
Hayden Memorial Library Art Gallery.

"The purpose of the exhibit is to pro-
vide our students with a platform for
demonstrating their talents," said Gus
Brooks, director of the Citrus College
Cosmetology Department.  "This is
the result of our students' creativity
and hard work."  

The exhibit, which debuts on October
29, will feature enlarged photographs
of elaborate hair styles created by
Citrus College Cosmetology students.
These pictures will be the work of
Citrus College photography students.

"We wanted this exhibit to promote
the photography and cosmetology
programs, while also exposing the 
community to the level of profession-
alism that our students demonstrate,"
said Darrell Carr, Citrus College 
photography instructor.

A reception will be held on November
4 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.  During this
free event, the public will have the
opportunity to not only view the
exhibit, but to talk to some of the
artists and enjoy light refreshments.

"The Art of Hair" is scheduled to
close on December 2.  The Hayden
Memorial Library art gallery is open 
during library hours.

Art of Hair Exhibit
Debuts in Library
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Theatre Arts Students to Perform Greek Comedy
When the Greek Comedy Lysistrata first debuted in Athens in 411 B.C.,
its relevancy was hard to ignore.  After all, the Peloponnesian War had
been raging for twenty years and the empire was in turmoil.  Thousands
of years later, the lessons learned in Aristophanes' masterpiece are still
applicable.  This is one of the reasons the Citrus College Theatre Arts
Department has chosen to perform it as their fall production.

"The story revolves around one lady's mission to end the war by con-
vincing the women to withhold their 'favors' from the men until they
decide to make peace," said Cherie Brown, Citrus College theatre arts
instructor and the play's director/producer.   "This play uses comedy to
convey the message that war is divisive.  It has been performed for
many, many years and is still very timely in its universal appeal."

The show opens Friday, November 13 at 8 p.m. in the Citrus College Little Theatre.  Additional performances
are scheduled for November 14, 20 and 21 at 8 p.m. and November 22 at 2 p.m.  The subject matter is for
mature audiences only.

"Lysistrata incorporates acting, movement, and dance and is presented in a broad non-realistic style," Brown
said.  "I encourage people to come and see the 28 student actors embracing their craft and to cheer their
fearlessness.  They are all working very hard and are dedicated to giving quality performances."

Brown says the audience is guaranteed to be entertained.  "People need to laugh and see something outra-
geous and fun during these tough times," she said.  "Lysistrata definitely provides a good time."

For more information or to purchase tickets, call (626) 963-9411 or visit www.haughpac.com.
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The Faculty Learning Institute would like to unite the faculty and staff of
Citrus College in a shared dialog about an inspiring book: The Art of
Possibility:  Transforming Professional and Personal Life, by Rosamund
and Benjamin Zander.

A manual for turning life's obstacles into possibilities, The Art of
Possibility offers a set of practices designed to change the reader's
entire outlook on life.  It is a collection of illustrations and advice that
presents complex ideas on perceptions and recognition in a readable,
useable style.

"We would like to encourage everyone to attend the event, and also to
get their free book when they RSVP," said Sylvia Smythe, Director of
Citrus College's College Success Program and one of the event organizers.  

The event will take place on Thursday, November 5 from 2:40 p.m. to 4 p.m. in CI 159 and on Friday,
November 6 from 9 a.m. to 10:20 a.m. in the Faculty/Staff Lounge.  This is the third all-campus book event.
The first was held in the fall of 2008 and focused on Randy Pausch's The Last Lecture.  The second, held in
the spring of 2009, focused on our own Dr. Dale Salwak's Teaching Life:  Lessons from a Life in Literature.
This third event promises to be just as successful as the previous two.

"This will be an informal discussion with a discussion leader.  It is a lot of fun to get together and discuss an
inspiring book," Smythe said.

Faculty Learning Institute Hosts Third Book Event


