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As we enter what is commonly referred to as “the season of giving,” Citrus College
embodies the holiday spirit.  From food collections to toy drives, individuals everywhere
are stepping up their efforts to give back to the community.  However, as you will see in
this issue of the Citrus View, giving back is something that Citrus College students and
employees do throughout the year. 

This month’s newsletter touches on a variety of different ways that the Citrus College
community has contributed to the greater good - whether it be through advocacy efforts,
literary contributions, financial donations, or just giving their time.

These are just a few examples of what Citrus College strives to do on a daily basis:
contribute to the growth of society.  After all, we all know that it is “better to give than to
receive.”  I would like to wish everyone a happy holiday season and a new year full of prosperity, happiness, and con-
tinued success.

Campus Community Celebrates Season of Giving

Citrus College and its students have taken an active role in advocating for the
Gold Line Extension since 2004.  This involvement has included attending hear-
ings and information meetings in various communities, lobbying legislators in
Sacramento and Washington D.C., hosting events on campus, and writing opin-
ion/editorial pieces for local newspapers.

So, we were pleased to read a November editorial in the San Gabriel Valley
Tribune, entitled “MTA finally thinking about Valley, future.”  This article
commended the Metropolitan Transportation Authority board for placing the Gold
Line Foothill Extension Phase 2a on its Long Range Transportation Plan in
October.  “This project, now funded east from Pasadena to the Azusa/Citrus
College station, will begin creating positive economic waves in terms of contracts
and jobs beginning now through its completion in 2013,” the editorial states.

The editorial quotes Supervisor Michael Antonovich as saying that this recent development in the Gold Line
Extension is a “major victory for the San Gabriel Valley.”   Citrus College is proud to have played a role in this success.
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Philosophy Instructor Publishes New Book

“Everything is fundamentally all right,” Dr. Jack Call says.  “This is the one
idea I want readers to take away from reading my new book.”  Call’s
book, God Is A Symbol Of Something True, was recently published by O
Books, a Winchester, UK-based company that specializes in books on
religion, philosophy, and spirituality.

“This was the result of thinking through some fundamental questions that
we discuss in my Introduction to Philosophy class at Citrus College,” the
philosophy instructor said.  “Much blood has been spilled and is still being
spilled over the question, ‘Is there such a thing as a true religion?’  To
answer ‘no’ is to give up on religion.  To answer ‘yes’ seems dangerous
and naïve.  Yet, there is a way of understanding religion that avoids the
danger and is both emotionally and intellectually satisfying.”

According to Call, the target audience for God Is A Symbol of Something True is people who have a religious
background.  “This book is specifically geared towards people who were raised as Christians and no longer
believe, but who feel a nostalgic fondness for Christianity and care about meaningfulness and morality and
making sense of religious concepts,” he said.

Call began writing his book while on sabbatical from Citrus College.  Two years later, it can now be pur-
chased on Amazon and other web sites that sell books.  It is also available in select bookstores throughout
the United States and Europe.  

t is always exciting when the
Citrus College Foundation intro-

duces a new scholarship.  After all,
the cost of college is an obstacle for
many students and financial assis-
tance can often determine if educa-
tional goals are met.

So, when Sierra Madre resident
Joseph Patito brought $1,000 in
cash to the Foundation Office and
announced his plans to create a
scholarship, Citrus College’s execu-
tive director of development and
external relations was delighted.
However, the donation wasn’t the
only thing that impressed Edward
Trickey.

“It is extraordinary and humbling to
see an individual as young as
Joseph exhibit such vision and make
a contribution,” he said.  “What I find
especially outstanding is the fact
that he is a Citrus College student
currently financing his own educa-
tion, and yet he is committing pre-
cious treasure to helping others
achieve their dreams.”

Patito is currently in his final year as
a Citrus College political science
major.  Soon, he will be transferring
to a four-year college and embarking
on his journey toward a career as a
lawyer and public servant.  Knowing
that his time at a community college
was nearing its end, the 22-year-old
felt compelled to give back in some
way.

“I think that I have an obligation to
return what has been so graciously
offered to me,” he said.  “With the
economy in such crisis, I found no
better time to take initiative and do
my part in alleviating the burden for
some students.”

Student Establishes

New Scholarship

I

Stephanie Dingwall has spent hours preparing for January’s season
premiere concert of the Claremont Young Musicians Orchestra.  However,
the accomplished violinist will not be performing. Instead, she will be
cheering from the sidelines.  “The orchestra is amazing.  They don’t
sound like a youth orchestra,” Dingwall gushes.  “This is a professional
orchestra that just happens to be made up of teenagers.”

An adjunct biology and chemistry instructor at Citrus College, Dingwall
spends her free time volunteering for the private, community-oriented
youth orchestra.  A former member of the orchestra herself, Dingwall is a
firm believer in what the organization does for young people.  “I grew up
with music and playing the violin,” she said.  “The orchestra was like a
second family to me, and it’s the least I could do to give back to an
organization that has had such a positive impact on both my musical,
professional, and personal growth.”

Dingwall says that working with the orchestra as a volunteer has taught her a lot.  “I have learned that it is
important to work hard and work together,” she said.  “I enjoy watching the young musicians grow.” The
season premiere concert of the Claremont Young Musicians Orchestra is Sunday, January 17, 2010.  It will
be held at 7 p.m. at Bridges Hall of Music at Pomona College.  “Everyone needs to go hear these kids play,”
Dingwall insists.  “The concerts are free and not only do these young musicians work hard, but their talent is
incredible.”

Adjunct Instructor Makes Music with Youngsters
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Supervisor Turns Hobby Into Community Service

Glenna Johnson is always knitting. Whether she is watching television,
standing in line at the grocery store, or sitting in church, the technical
operations and support services supervisor for Citrus College always
has her yarn and needles in her hands.  “I have been knitting since I
was a little girl, so I rarely think about what I am doing.  My fingers sort
of knit on their own volition,” she said.

A few years ago, Johnson’s knitting took on a new purpose.  “My sister
had given me a calendar for Christmas that featured a new knitting
pattern every day,” she explains.  “One of the patterns was for a
beanie cap for a premature baby.”

Johnson, who was looking for a small project to take with her on an
upcoming trip, decided to tackle the project.  “I grabbed a ball of left-
over yarn, and before I knew it, I had one completed and was already
working on another one,” she said. 

On the knitting pattern for the tiny hats, Johnson discovered instructions on how to donate her completed
projects.   Before too long, she was travelling to local hospitals and giving her knitted items to newborns.
“Most hospitals with neo-natal units will accept donations of knitted items for babies,” Johnson explains.  “It
is great because I can help others while doing something I enjoy.”

Manager’s Love of Nature Benefits Students

Having lived most of his life along the San Gabriel foothills,
Glendora resident Jim McClain has come to value their beauty and
wildlife.  The Citrus College dean of mathematics and health sci-
ences says this appreciation is what led him to join the Glendora
Community Conservancy.  “I have a desire to share this love of
nature with others by helping to preserve the native flora and fauna
for future generations,” he said.

McClain says he was recruited to join the conservancy by the orga-
nization’s president.  Since then, he has been serving as a member
of the conservancy’s board of directors.  “Our board meetings take
place at local restaurants, while other planning activities occur at
the conservancy’s Route 66 office.  We have also held activities at
the conservancy properties, which include the Colby Trail and
Bluebird Ranch,” he said.  “I find it extremely rewarding to share a common vision with others and to
work with them to fulfill this vision.”

McClain’s role as a board member not only allows him to do something he enjoys, but it has also
proven to be beneficial to Citrus College’s students.  “I act as a liaison between the conservancy and
Citrus College,” McClain explains.  “Most recently, I have been working with science instructor Dr.
Scott Mondrala to create cooperative education activities that will allow students to work on the 600
acres of conservancy property.”  According to McClain, they are combining Conservancy and STEM
grant resources to create opportunities for students to learn about Wildlife Management, Wildland Fire
Management, Forest Recreation Development, and Physical Geology.

“It makes me happy to be doing something that also benefits others,” he said. 

itrus College students have
been flocking to H1N1 Flu

Shot clinics throughout the region.
However, the desire to protect them-
selves from the dreaded virus is not
what draws them.  Approximately 50
students and their instructor Gail
Tucker from the Citrus College
Nursing Department along with 44
students from a combined Business
and Sociology class taught by Dr.
Timothy Durfield volunteered at sev-
eral free H1N1 Flu Shot clinics
recently sponsored by the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health.

“The non-clinical volunteers helped
pass out information and assisted
the people who are in line with
completing their forms and paper-
work,” said Tedd Goldstein, student
employment supervisor and service
learning supervisor.  “The nursing
students participated in clinical tasks
such as administering the shots.”  

Tucker was happy to have her
students participate in the clinics.  “It
provided them with the opportunity
to be involved in community activi-
ties related to their field of study,”
she said.

Durfield, whose students also partici-
pated, agrees. “Service learning is
an important way for academia to
connect with the community while
providing students with real-world
experience while making a positive
impact on society,” he said.

Olga Bruno, a representative from
the City of Azusa’s Office of
Emergency Services, says she was
impressed with the students and
their eagerness to lend a helping
hand.  “It says a lot about this gener-
ation,” she said.

Students Work

at H1N1 Clinics
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Counselor To Celebrate Special Graduation

In April, Robin McBurney will be journeying to Guatemala to attend a
graduation party.  While this may seem an extreme distance to travel for
a common celebration, the Citrus College counselor insists that it will def-
initely be worthwhile.  “Stephanie is the first person in her whole family to
graduate from high school, and the first female in her family not to be
pregnant or get pregnant by age 16,” she explains.  “I don’t plan on miss-
ing her party.”

Stephanie, it so happens, is almost like an adopted daughter to
McBurney.  Their relationship began 15 years ago when the Claremont
resident was living and working in Guatemala.  “While I was there, I met
a single mother named Keila who had two young children.  Keila worked
for me for 7 months as a house keeper and babysitter,” McBurney said.  “Her daughter, Stephanie, was
four-years-old and around the same age as my oldest daughter.  So, I sent her to a bilingual school with my
girls.  Stephanie really liked school and I have supported her health and education ever since.”  

This fall, Stephanie earned her high school diploma with a specialty in Tourism.  Understandably, McBurney
is quite proud of this accomplishment.  “The most rewarding aspect of helping Stephanie complete high
school was feeling as if I were a part of her life and family,” she said.  “We live in very different worlds, but
the love we share towards each other brings us together where cultural differences don’t matter.”
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Michael Bilbrey, a bookstore operations coordinator at Citrus College, is
going back to elementary school.   In March, Bilbrey will be joining in the
National Education Association’s Read Across America.  As part of this
special program, which focuses on motivating children and teens to read,
volunteers visit classrooms and read to the students.   

A long-time participant, Bilbrey has become a highly sought-after volun-
teer in the Glendora Unified School District. “I have been very humbled
that the same teachers keep requesting me back each year,” the
Hollywood resident said.  “On years that my schedule has kept me from
being available on the day it was to happen, they have adjusted and let
me come in a day early.”

Bilbrey first began reading to students during this annual event in 1997.  “I was invited by a classified staff
member who worked in the Glendora Unified School District,” he said.  “I thought it would be fun and once I
did it, I was hooked.  The look on the kindergartners’ faces while I read and interacted with them was price-
less.”

“It is an amazing and fun experience that helps me to remember why we do the work we do at Citrus
College, with older students,” he added.  “It also helps to keep me young at heart and mind.”

Bilbrey encourages others to volunteer.  “Volunteering, in general, makes one’s life fuller and more diverse,”
he said.  “It can help you develop a sense of self.”

Bookstore Employee Tells Tales to Young Students


