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Although inspirational moments occur at Citrus College on a daily basis, there is no time of year
more touching than the weeks preceding commencement.  These final days of the semester pro-
vide us with the opportunity to not only honor the success of our students, but to celebrate our
progress as an institution.  With every event we attend and every accomplishment we commemo-
rate, the significance of our work becomes increasingly evident.  There is no doubt that Citrus
College is making a difference, both in the lives of our students and in the community as a whole.
This is something for which everyone in the campus community can be extremely proud!

In this edition of the Citrus View, we highlight several of our recent successes.  From individual
triumphs to group victories, these stories are proof of our unwavering commitment to excellence.
As you read each article, it is important to remember that they serve as a small representation of
the many wonderful things that have taken place on campus throughout the 2009-2010 academic year.  There are
many more student, faculty, and staff stories to share.  But for now, my hope is that this newsletter will not only confirm
that Citrus College is an award-winning institution, but also serve as a source of motivation and encouragement. As Coach
Phil Jackson once said, “The strength of the team is each individual member and the strength of each member is the
team.”  Citrus College is an extraordinary institution because of its extraordinary people!  Thank you for all you do! 

Citrus College Is An Award-Winning Institution

Convocation is always a festive event.  This year, there will be even more reason to celebrate.
During the August 27th program, several individuals will be honored as part of a recognition ini-
tiative designed to highlight outstanding efforts in exemplifying Citrus College’s vision and val-
ues.  

“Our reputation as a stellar educational institution is attributed to the talent, dedication, and
diligence of the members of our college community,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,
superintendent/president.  “Whether we are doing work that resulted in the college’s six-year
reaffirmation of accreditation; tackling the new challenges of working on the follow-up and
Midterm reports; or performing the daily responsibilities of educating our students and serving
our communities, Citrus College’s caring, efficient and brilliant unsung heroes are the ones who

bring our institutional goals and projects to fruition.”

Earlier this year, the Superintendent/President’s Office distributed a memo explaining this recognition initiative, as well
as a nomination form.  The campus community was encouraged to nominate faculty, students, classified staff, supervi-
sors, managers, and members of the external community.  The nomination categories included student focus, excel-
lence, collaboration, diversity, life-long learning, integrity, technological advancement, and outstanding effort in promot-
ing Citrus College’s vision.  The deadline to submit nominations was Friday, April 23.  The recipients of these awards
will be announced at Convocation.

“There are many individuals who make our college an outstanding institution of higher learning – and it is time to
recognize their efforts,” Dr. Perri said.
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Board Member Recognized for Years of Service

Dr. Edward C. Ortell, a long-time member of the Citrus Community College
District’s governing board, was recently honored by the Community College
League of California (CCLC).  As part of the Citrus Community College
District Board of Trustees, Dr. Ortell represents Trustee Area 3, which encom-
passes Duarte and parts of Arcadia, Azusa, and Monrovia.  He has held this
role since 1969, earning him a “Fulfilling the Trust Award” during the CCLC’s
2010 Trustees Conference.  “Receiving this recognition from my peers at the
Community College League of California is very humbling,” Dr. Ortell said.
“Every person involved in the League’s California Community College
Trustees organization is committed to advancing public education and ensur-
ing community college educational opportunities for California residents.  It is
definitely an honor to be among those whose service to the state and its stu-
dents was being celebrated.”  

According to the CCLC, the “Fulfilling the Trust Awards” are designed to commemorate trusteeship mile-
stones for California community colleges.  This is the second time Dr. Ortell has been the recipient of this
award.  This year’s recognition acknowledged his 40 years of service to the Citrus Community College
District.  “With over four decades of service, Dr. Ortell is the second longest serving community college
trustee in the state,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, Citrus College superintendent/president. 

itrus College has won four
awards from the Community

College Public Relations Organization
(CCPRO), a group of professionals
that promote and celebrate excellence
in the fields of design, public relations,
advertising, and marketing at
California’s community colleges.
During their recent annual convention,
CCPRO presented the Office of
External Relations with first and third
place Pro Awards in the press release
category and first and third place Pro
Awards in the photography category.

“It is always rewarding to be honored
and recognized by one’s peers and, in
receiving these awards, our projects
were chosen from work entered by our
colleagues among the 112 California
community colleges,” said Paula
Green, Citrus College director of com-
munications.  “We are proud to repre-
sent Citrus College in this manner.”

The press release that received first
place honors addressed the Hispanic
Serving Institutions (HSI) grant Citrus
College received in October 2009,
while the third place press release
announced the grand opening of the
college’s veteran’s center in May 2009.
The first-place photograph involved a
student celebrating after receiving her
associate degree and the third-place
photograph was of a student posing
with a microscope.

External Relations

Wins Awards

C

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president of Citrus
College, was recently honored by Hostos Community
College of the City University of New York (CUNY) and
Cuyamaca College in San Diego County.
As a graduate, former faculty member, and administrator for
the City University of New York’s Eugenio Maria de Hostos
Community College, Dr. Perri was honored during the 40th
Anniversary Celebration for the college’s Dental Hygiene
Program on Thursday, May 6.  Dr. Perri noted that she is
very touched by this recognition.  “I find it extremely moving

to be honored by Hostos,” she said.  “This exceptional institution afforded me many opportunities.  Not
only was I fortunate enough to receive an outstanding education as a dental hygienist at Hostos
Community College, but it was there that I also had my first teaching experience as an adjunct dental
hygiene faculty member.  I later became a tenured, full-time associate professor and eventually was
appointed associate dean of academic affairs.” 

Nine days after the Hostos Community College ceremony, Dr.
Perri was in San Diego County to receive a second recogni-
tion. The Cuyamaca College Foundation held an event on
May 15 entitled ‘Embracing Our Past…Envisioning Our
Future,’ during which they honored past presidents.  “It was
at Cuyamaca College that I had my first opportunity to serve
as a college president,” Dr. Perri said. “I found it to be a very
special college community and it will always have a place in
my heart.”  Dr. Perri served as president of Cuyamaca
College from January 2002 until June 2008.  After her tenure
at Cuyumaca College, she joined Citrus College in July 2008
as superintendent/president.

Superintendent/President Receives Honors

Award-winning photo
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Alumni Posthumously Receives College Honor 

Llewelyn Eugene (Gene) Dudley always said that Citrus
College held a special place in his heart.  In 2007, he
proved his attachment by donating $100,000 to the
Citrus College Foundation.  When the long-time
Glendale resident passed away two years later, his
thoughtful gift became an incredible legacy affecting the
lives of countless students for years to come.  It is also
one of the many reasons he has been posthumously
selected to receive the 2010 Alumni Achievement
Award.

As a Citrus College student during the mid-1960s,
Gene played an active role on campus.  His involve-
ment included serving as student body president, commissioner of student activities and a member of the
Student Court.  He also established a campus service organization and contributed articles to the student news-
paper.  After graduating with an associate degree in social sciences in 1965, Gene transferred to the University
of California, Los Angeles and earned a bachelor’s degree in political science.  He went on to be active in the
domestic Peace Corps (VISTA) and a variety of community agencies.  His professional success also includes a
25-year career with the City of Los Angeles and several years spent as a real estate agent. 

Described as someone with “keen wit, selflessness, and compassion,” it is not surprising that Gene chose to
help students at his alma mater.  “I want my scholarship to ease a bit of the financial burden that students will be
facing,” he said in 2007.  “I am hoping that it will, to some extent, help another Citrus College student achieve his
or her dream.”

Dance Instructor Named Distinguished Faculty

John Vaughan is something of a star at Citrus College.  However, the long-
time dance instructor’s extensive experience as a professional theatre direc-
tor, choreographer, and performer isn’t the only reason he has become a
standout on campus.  In addition to being a talented teacher, Vaughan is an
active member of the college community, which has earned him the title of
2010 Distinguished Faculty Member.  “I was very surprised and grateful
when I learned I would be receiving this recognition,” he said.  “It is both
humbling and gratifying to be honored by my colleagues.”

Vaughan’s contributions includes everything from helping organize convoca-
tion to teaching staff development workshops.  However, he says his great-
est accomplishment has been serving as the Academic Senate president
during the 2008-2009 academic year.   “The collegial atmosphere here is
wonderful,” he says.  “I enjoy the fact that this campus is committed to
maintaining a collaborative environment.”

Vaughan joined the Citrus College family in 1990 as an adjunct instructor in the Fine and Performing Arts
Department.  Nine years later, he received a full-time faculty position.  “I chose a career in education because I
love passing on my knowledge of the arts to young adults,” the Running Springs resident said.  “I love teaching
and find it extremely rewarding to see a student have an ‘ah-ha’ moment when a concept becomes apparent.”

t Citrus College, the Latina
Leadership Network has been

promoting cultural awareness and unity
since its chapter’s inception in 1997.
Not only does the college’s chapter
host events and provide scholarships,
but it has also established itself as a
leader in the region.  In fact, it is this
regional role that recently received
recognition.

During their annual conference held this
spring, the Latina Leadership Network
presented its 2010 Region of the Year
Award to Region 9, which includes
Cerritos College, Citrus College,
Compton College, Glendale  College,
Mt. San Antonio College, Pasadena
City College, Rio Hondo College, and
Santa Monica College.  According to
the LLN, this award is presented to the
region that has provided the most
extensive and motivational activities
throughout the year.

Debra Cruz, a part-time recruiter in the
Citrus College High School Relations
and Outreach Office, served as an
Executive Board Member and Region 9
Representative for the Latina
Leadership Network during the 2009-
2010 academic year.  “As the regional
representative, I was thrilled to receive
this sought-after award.  When we
brought home the plaque to Citrus
College, it was a very proud moment
for me,” she said.  “We have worked
extremely hard throughout the year to
communicate with prospective and cur-
rent LLN members from the region’s
colleges and this award validates our
efforts.”

Latina Leadership

Network Earns

Top Honors 

A



Retired Coach Named to Golf Hall of Fame
Written by Andrew Wheeler, Sports Information Coordinator

Former Fighting Owl Men’s Golf Coach Marsh Shumaker will be inducted into
the California Community College Athletics Association’s (CCCAA) Men’s Golf
Hall of Fame. Shumaker, who spent the better part of 40 years at Citrus as a
player, instructional assistant and head coach, was recently honored at the
2010 CCCAA Men’s Golf State Championships.

“It was a surprise and honor to be recognized by my peers. Coaching over a
long period of time you learn many things. Wins and championships are always
the goal, but more important, in the end, is your influence on the lives of those
you coach,” Shumaker said. “I tried to instill a value system of life skills to my
players that would serve them well beyond their playing days.  If I succeeded in doing that then I feel I have
accomplished the greatest goal.”

Shumaker began his career at Citrus as a member of the 1970 Mission Conference Championship team. After
his playing career concluded, Shumaker made his way back to Citrus in 1980 where he served as the assistant
coach to long time Head Coach Jack Kakuuchi until 1986.  In 1987, Shumaker took over the reigns of the pro-
gram and would stay there until his retirement in 2009. Over his 22-year career as a head coach, Shumaker
helped lead the Fighting Owls to a Foothill Conference Title in 1996. Shumaker’s squads went on to qualify for
SoCal and State finals on a number of different occasions, including his final year in 2009 when he led them to
their first SoCal Finals appearance in a decade. 
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At the end of every academic year, Citrus College hosts a special banquet to recog-
nize the many student successes of the fall and spring semesters.  This special
awards ceremony provides the college’s faculty, staff, and administrators with the
opportunity to celebrate its best and brightest scholars and highest achievers.  This
year, the 47th Annual Achievement Awards event honored over 100 students.
Among those recognized were STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) students, Top 100 students who have demonstrated high academic
performance in a given department, and Key of Knowledge recipients.  Olivia
Harjanto, a bio-chemistry major, was one of the 10 students selected to receive a

Key of Knowledge, Citrus College’s highest academic honor. She had one of the highest grade point aver-
ages on campus.  “Citrus College has offered me a tremendous amount of experiences, from great profes-
sors to receiving this honor,” she said.  “It has become a place where I feel at home, and being a student
here has brought out the best in me.”

During the event, Citrus College also presented Amanda Herrera with the 2010 Female Athlete of the Year
award, Jose Rivera with the 2010 Male Athlete of the Year award, Marissa Caringella with the 2010 Woman
of the Year award, and Christian Ramirez with the 2010 Man of the Year award.   “When I learned that I had
been selected to be the 2010 Citrus College Man of the Year, I was speechless.  I was so happy and excit-
ed, I didn’t know how to act,” 21-year-old Ramirez said.  “I hope that I can serve as a
model student.  I want to be an example that anybody coming into a community col-
lege can accomplish their goals through hard work.”

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, Superintendent/President of Citrus College, says that the fac-
ulty and staff are all very proud of these outstanding students.  “On behalf of the
entire Citrus College community, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations
to the 2010 Citrus College Achievement Awards recipients,” she said.  “We are all
proud of you and look forward to watching your bright futures unfold.”

Student Success Celebrated at Annual Event


