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One of my favorite things about serving as the superintendent/president of Citrus College is
knowing that we are making a difference.  I love talking to our students and hearing about
the many ways in which Citrus College has empowered them to live more successful lives.
Their stories are both encouraging and inspiring.

This is the concept behind the “My Citrus Story” campaign that we are highlighting in this
edition of the Citrus  View.  Throughout this newsletter, you will have a chance to read
several of the stories that have been collected since the project debuted in 2008.  These
will be identifiable by the photograph of the poster accompanying the story, as well as a link
to the web site where the complete story can be found. In addition, we have included a few
stories from Citrus College employees who have their own positive Citrus College
experiences to share.  

At a time when state and federal budget cutbacks threaten educational funding, these stories are examples of how educa-
tion is making California a better place to live and work.  To read more about how Citrus College has made a difference in
the lives of its students, visit www.citruscollege.edu/mycitrusstory.  I hope that you enjoy these stories as much as I have.

Campus Community Has Inspiring Stories to Share

Everyone loves a good story – especially when it involves second chances, over-
coming obstacles and fulfilling dreams.  According to Sam Lee, dean of language
arts, Citrus College is a “factory” for such feel-good tales.  In fact, he has been
spearheading an effort known as "My Citrus Story," which is designed to spread
these student stories throughout the community and further.

“The My Citrus Story campaign unearths stories of students whose lives have
been changed, sometimes drastically, by their experiences in the community col-
lege system and then puts these accounts on display for all to read,” Lee
explains.  “The driving force is to inspire individuals in the community to realize
that change is possible and the chance for a better life exists.”

The project began when students started submitting their stories via the Citrus
College web site in September 2008.  After the information was received, a cre-

ative team produced posters to display on campus.  The hope was that the marriage of images and words on these
posters would enable people to connect with the stories on an emotional and intellectual level.

Since the program’s inception, over 25 students and alumni have been part of the My Citrus Story campaign and numer-
ous posters have been produced and displayed throughout campus.  “The stories featured on these posters demon-
strate the value of the community college system,” said Mick Curran, project coordinator and adjunct faculty member.
“They aren’t just concerned with academics, but serve as reminders that second chances are available.”
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Citrus Graduate On Her Way to A Doctorate

When Claudia Cervantes graduated from 12th grade and received
her diploma, she was afraid to continue beyond high school.  “It
wasn’t just that I was the first in my family to attend college; I actu-
ally felt I didn’t belong, lacking the confidence, skills, and guidance
to succeed,” she said.  “I was the definition of insecurity.
However, upon enrolling at Citrus, that definition changed forever.”

Cervantes says that Citrus College provided her with an environ-
ment where she discovered the support and guidance she desper-
ately needed.  “I found Dr. Dale Salwak who, more than being just
my English professor, became my mentor and encouraged and
inspired me to realize my hidden potential - a potential he saw
long before I could,” she said.  “His simple message of ‘Just Do
Your Best’ transformed my life and has helped me to achieve
more than I ever dreamed.”

Cervantes graduated from Citrus College with a 4.0 grade point
average and was the recipient of a Key of Knowledge.  She then transferred to Cal Poly Pomona where she
earned a bachelor’s degree in political science and served as the 2008 class valedictorian.  She also worked as
a special assistant to the President of Cal Poly.  

“Soon I will add a bilingual history/social sciences teaching credential as well - a major step toward earning my
doctorate,” she said.  “It is true that life isn’t easy, but when you believe in yourself and strive to ‘do your best,’
opportunities will come.  Looking back, I never realized how much education would change me for the better.”

hen reflecting on her per-
sonal educational journey,

Sharon Lewis realizes that the benefits
of her time at Citrus Union High School
and Citrus College have continued
long past graduation.  “The wonderful
teachers and professors prepared me
for life by teaching self-confidence, as
well as providing the knowledge and
ability needed to advance in my cho-
sen profession and contribute to my
community in a positive way.”

After graduating, Sharon joined her
husband in running the family busi-
ness.  Together, they were philanthrop-
ic in both their workplace and lives.
“Striving to make the community a bet-
ter place to live, we became extremely
active in numerous non-profit organiza-
tions,” she said.  “It is this desire to
give back that led us back to Citrus
College.”

Since 1955, Sharon has been an
active member of the Citrus College
Alumni Association.  Four years ago,
she joned the Citrus College
Foundation Board.  “I truly believe that
Citrus College serves as a source of
hope for both young and old who
desire to make a better life for
themselves.”

Alumna’s Ties to

Citrus College are

Stronger than Ever

W

Music instructor Gunnar Eisel won’t specifically say when he began
teaching at Citrus College, but he will give a hint.  “Since the
dinosaurs roamed Alosta,” he jokes.  Eisel is less vague when asked
about his Citrus College graduation date.  “Two words,” he says.
“Richard Nixon.”  What Eisel freely admits, however, is that his time
as a Citrus College student was beneficial to his personal and pro-
fessional growth.  “I received a lot of individual help while at Citrus.  I
gained both confidence and skills,” he said.  

When Eisel enrolled at Citrus College, he was a first-generation
college student from Duarte High School.  “I never gave higher edu-
cation a proper thought until I came to Citrus,” he said.  “In retro-
spect, it was one of the better academic decisions I ever made.”  After leaving Citrus College, he went on to
earn a bachelor’s degree in music from Cal State Long Beach and a master’s degree in music from Cal
State Fullerton.  “Music is different from a lot of other subjects,” he says.  “Most musicians know what they
want to do with their lives from junior high school on.  I have never given any thought to doing anything else.”

When Eisel decided to pursue teaching as a profession, it was not surprising that he chose to teach music.
“I loved teaching long before I decided to become an educator,” he says.  “Teaching is as much a world view
and art form as it is a career.”  Eisel’s first teaching position was at Cal State Los Angeles, but he soon
returned to Citrus as a teacher.  “I enjoy being in the classroom with my students,” he says.  “A close second
is the camaraderie among music department faculty and staff.”

Faculty Member Builds Career at His Alma Mater

For the complete story, visit www.citruscollege.edu/mycitrusstory

For the complete story, visit 
www.citruscollege.edu/mycitrusstory
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Supervisor Shares Her Experiences As A Student
Adrienne Thompson wouldn’t be here today if not for Citrus College.  In
fact, her parents met while participating in co-curricular activities as
Citrus College students.  “They never pushed me to get involved or work
at the college in this field,” said the Student Life and Leadership
Development supervisor.  “After I had been working full-time at Citrus
College for about a year, they stopped by and wanted to see the ‘ICC
Board Room.’  That was when I first learned that they had been ICC
(Inter Club Council) officers together.  I think I was destined to do what I
do.”

Although a Citrus College alumna, Adrienne admits that the two-year
community college wasn’t her first choice out of high school.  “While I
was academically prepared for university-level work straight from high
school and entered Cal State University Fullerton as a freshman, I was not socially prepared and didn’t suc-
ceed,” she said.  “Many of my friends from church and high school were attending Citrus College, so I decid-
ed to transfer here after one semester at CSUF.”

Adrienne quickly felt at home at Citrus College.  “I enjoyed the small town environment, which I was used to
having come from small private schools during my K-12 school years,” she said.  “The teachers seemed to
really enjoy working here and took great interest in the students and their learning, as well as their personal
development.”  During her time as a Citrus College student, Adrienne became involved on campus and even
was part of the Study Abroad Program’s inaugural semester in London.

While pursuing her bachelor’s degree in communication/public relations from Cal State Fullerton, Adrienne
was offered an internship in the Publications Office at Citrus College.  Three years later, in 1997, she was
hired to her current full-time position.  Since then, she has earned a master’s degree in leadership and orga-
nizational studies and a certificate in fundraising/institutional development.  But her heart has remained with
the students of Citrus College.  “I fell in love with student development,” she says.  “I enjoy watching stu-
dents grow.  I cry at every graduation because there is at least one student I have had the fortune of getting
to know personally and watching them develop both intellectually and socially.”

Manager Spends Four Decades At Citrus College

Dr. Michael Hurtado, Citrus College’s dean of social and behavioral
sciences, is a Citrus College celebrity.  Everyone either knows him
personally or knows who he is.  This isn’t surprising, considering he
has not only worked here for over 35 years, but he was also a Citrus
College student at one time.

According to the book Citrus Speaks by Alfred Paul Clark, Dr. Hurtado
attended Citrus College during the late 1960’s and early 1970’s.
During his time as a student, he was heavily involved in student
protest.  In fact, he was a member of a campus organization called
SCOPE (Student Committee on Political Education).  “I didn’t have my
mind set on becoming a teacher,” Hurtado is quoted as saying.  “Most
of my friends came to Citrus, so I decided to give it a try.”

Not only did he give it a try, but he eventually built his career at Citrus College.  Dr. Hurtado began
working as an instructor in the Psychology Department in 1971 and has never left.  “Citrus is a great
place to work,” he says.  “The faculty, staff, and administration are the best.”

hen the Automotive
Technology Program was

looking for an instructional lab techni-
cian last year, they didn’t have to look
far.  Jacquelyn, their student lab aide,
was perfect for the job.  “With the
experience I had working with the
instructors and my knowledge of the
lab, I felt I could be a great addition to
the department,” she said.

Jacquelyn, who is also a current Citrus
College  student, says that she had an
eye-opening experience two years ago.
“I was helping one of my instructors
with his entry level class, when I was
approached by some students who
asked me to give them the answers to
some questions on the worksheets,”
she said.  “Instead of giving them the
answers, I gave them enough informa-
tion about the problem to help them
figure the answers out themselves.
After seeing the ‘light bulb go off over
their heads,’ I had a sense of reward
come over me.  It was in that moment
that I decided I wanted to become a
teacher.”

While pursuing her dream of being a
teacher, Jacquelyn has also been
settling into her new role as a classified
employee at Citrus College.  The
Pomona resident says she loves her
job.  “Working on vehicles is more than
physical labor.  It requires an individual
to use their mind,” she said.  “It is this
mix of skills that makes transportation
technology so engaging.”

Employee, Student

Finds Her Calling

W



Veteran, Alumna Destined for Continued Success

When Sandra Schmid was young, she had a feeling that she was
destined to do something unusual.  At the time, she didn’t know what this
would be, but as she would dress up and perform in front of a mirror,
she had a feeling it might have to do with entertaining other people.  

After graduating from high school, she joined the Air Force instead of
immediately entering college.  Along the way, she found herself stationed
in Massachusetts and realized how unpredictable life can be - especially
when she was deployed to a facility in Africa to support efforts to serve
the indigenous population.  She was tempted at times to doubt whether or
not she actually had a destiny, but she never surrendered to despair.

After leaving the military, Sandra moved back to southern California and
enrolled at Citrus College with the dream of one day transferring to a four-year university.  However, when
she placed in a few basic skills courses, she thought she might have made a mistake in postponing college.
However, her sense of destiny was fulfilled when these classes gave her a solid academic foundation  and
paved the way for her academic success.

Now completing her bachelor’s degree from the Theatre Arts Program at the University of Riverside, Sandra
was recently cast in a major local theatre production.  Undoubtedly, she is destined for success.
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In 2008, after nearly fifty years of trying, the men of Citrus
went 35-1 overall and 12-0 in conference play to win their
first-ever State Basketball Championship.  Head coach Rick
Croy credited his players’ commitment to put team achieve-
ment above personal gain as the reason the Fighting Owls
were able to rally from behind to win time and again.  “It was
magical,” Coach Croy said.  

After suffering an early December loss that year, the Owls
stormed through March to capture the regional title with a
99-95 overtime victory against the LA City College Cubs.  At
the state tournament in Stockton, the Owls defeated the
College of the Sequoias Giants and LA Trade Tech Beavers
before facing Fullerton College in the final game.  After trad-
ing leads throughout the game, the Owls beat the Hornets to
secure the state championship title.  However, the truly his-
toric achievement of the season was that all eight sopho-

mores transferred to universities, all received full scholarships, and now all eight are set to win forever.

Two years later, in 2010, the Citrus Men’s Basketball team has once again been ranked the #1 team in
the state. The Fighting Owls received seven first place votes, the most of any team in the State. San
Bernardino Valley (4) and Saddleback (1) were the only other teams from Southern California to
receive first place votes. 

Basketball Team’s Championship Tale Inspires

For the complete story, visit www.citruscollege.edu/mycitrusstory

For the complete story, visit www.citruscollege.edu/mycitrusstory


