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Citrus College has had many notable successes in recent months.  From receiving national
recognition for being a top degree producer to earning full re-affirmation of our accreditation, 2010
has proven to be a monumental year for our institution.  And, if asked to explain the secret to our
considerable success, I would quickly point to our amazing students, faculty, staff, administrators
and governing board.  Without each of you, this success would not have been possible.  

In this issue of the Citrus View, we are highlighting just a few of the people who make Citrus
College the impressive institution it is today.  During our Convocation celebration at the start of
the fall semester, these individuals received Shining Star Awards for exemplyifing the vision and
values of Citrus College.  Our goal is to shine the spotlight on them once again and thank them
for their hard work and dedication.

These nine people provide just a glimpse of the many shining stars Citrus College has to offer.   I would like to extend my
personal thanks to everyone who strives everyday to make Citrus College a leader among community colleges.

Citrus College’s Success Made Possible by You

Joyce Dill is a Citrus College icon.  Her relationship with Citrus College spans over
40 years.  As a student, Joyce served as a cheerleader, wrote for the school
newspaper, was involved in sports, and had a talent for acting.  As an employee,
her dedicated work ethic, sense of humor, people skills, and love of Citrus College
established her as a popular supervisor.

“Citrus College has been a huge part of my life,” Dill reflected.  “To this day, it is
still one of my passions.  I have cherished memories of this institution that has
played such an important role in my life.”

Today, Joyce actively con-
tributes to the campus com-
munity as a proud alumna.
One person who nominated
Joyce for this award

remarked on her extensive knowledge of college operations and
of our faculty and staff, saying it has enabled her to contribute a
tremendous amount of advice and assistance to the Alumni
Association and the Citrus College Foundation.  “She continues
to have great interest in the welfare of each and every student at
the college,” the nominator added.
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Classified Employee Receives Student Focus Award

Pam McGuern, administrative assistant in Student Services, received
numerous Shining Star nominations and accolades based on her work
with the 2009 Accreditation Self Study.  

“Pam’s thoughtfulness and thoroughness kept students, faculty,
managers, administrators, and board members working together over
an extended period of time in the face of overwhelming details and
obstacles,” wrote one co-worker
when nominating Pam for the
Student Focus award.  

Her work with commencement also
received rave reviews. “Pam helps

provide a culminating experience of the educational environment and
culture of the institution for students, their families, and the broader com-
munity,” another nominator wrote.  

Pam’s good nature, however, received the most compliments. “She is
always unflappable and reliable,” one person stated.  “Pam has grace
and skill, is a dedicated professional, and is always smiling.  She loves
Citrus College.”

It is not surprising that Roberta Eisel

is among this year’s list of Shining

Star recipients.  As a long-time

English professor, Roberta has had

the opportunity to touch many

student’s lives.  At the same time,

her work with the Academic Senate

and role as Accreditation co-chair

has positively affected the Citrus

College community. 

“Roberta helped lead the faculty

toward Student Learning Outcomes

through assessments,” a nominator

stated.  “She led the committee that

worked to earn Citrus College full

re-accreditation.”  

However, one nominator’s statement

succinctly summarized why Roberta

Eisel is the perfect choice for the

Shining Star Collaboration Award:

“She motivated everyone to tackle

the issues.”

Faculty Member

Earns

Collaboration

Award

Language Arts professor Carsten Dau is popular among Citrus
College students and employees.  

“His interactions with students during class and office hours, his
discussions with colleagues, and his proposals and actions
throughout the college are guided by his caring nature and
generous spirit,” one coworker wrote.  

In the classroom, Carsten is known to
attract a variety of students who seek
him out because of his accepting,
supportive nature.  As the coordinator
of the college’s Learning
Communities, he assures that the
values, goals, and learning styles of
all students are recognized. 

“Carsten has a moral compass that remains oriented toward the values of
this institution and toward the highest ethics of our profession,” another
nominator stated.  

Carsten’s success in bringing out the strengths and passions of those
around him is why he is a 2010 Citrus College Shining Star. 

Language Arts Professor Earns Diversity Award
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Librarian Recognized for Lifelong Learning Activities

Retired librarian Barbara Rugeley has made count-
less contributions both on and off campus.  At
Citrus College, she has served as an active mem-
ber of the Curriculum Committee, the Academic
Senate, and the Citrus College Faculty Association.
Barbara was also the co-chair for standard IIC of
the recent accreditation self-study process and con-
ducted over 200 library orientations each year.  

“Barbara is one of those ‘linchpin’ people on campus without whom we would flounder,” one nominator
wrote.  “She provides invaluable help to students and faculty, with enthusiasm and support.” 

In the  community, Barbara’s list of activities
includes working with the League of Women
Voters, Claremont Kiwanis, and Claremont’s Fourth
of July celebration.  “She is disciplined personally
and encourages others to conduct themselves in
an ethical manner,” a co-worker stated.  Barbara’s
history of serving enthusiastic thinkers, as well as
striving for her own personal growth has earned her
the 2010 Shining Star Lifelong Learning Award.

EOP&S/CARE, CalWORKs Director Honored
Sara Gonzalez-Tapia has served as the director of Citrus
College’s EOP&S/CARE and CalWORKs programs for
nearly two years, and she has quickly earned the
reputation of being a reliable and trustworthy manager. 

“She has been influential in promoting and attaining an
excellent working relationship with school administrators,
faculty, staff, and students,” said one co-worker when
nominating her for a Shining Star Award.  “She creates an

environment where management and employees work together harmoniously.”  

Sara is described as being funny, honest, warm, patient, and kind.  “She is skilled at diffusing volatile situa-
tions and bringing a sense of tranquility,” another nominator wrote.  “When students and staff members need
someone to talk to, she is always there to listen and offer support.”  

According to her co-workers, Sara’s demeanor, work ethic, and consistent results all epitomize the word
“professional,” making her the perfect choice for the 2010 Shining Star Integrity Award.

eigh Buchwald is an obvious
choice for this year’s 2010

Shining Star Technological
Advancement Award.  As the network,
central computing and telecommuni-
cations systems supervisor, he is
always seeking new and innovative
ways to process and deliver informa-
tion.  

“In his role as a supervisor, Leigh
empowers his staff to acquire new
expertise and knowledge,” one nomi-
nator wrote.  “As a professor, he incor-
porates new technologies to deliver
instruction and provides his students
with practical experience installing
wireless environments or new lab
equipment.”  

One of Leigh’s many accomplishments
at Citrus College has been maintain-
ing excellent working relationships
with vendors who, in turn, participate
on instructional advisory committees.
He has also used STEM grant dollars
to institute a virtual instructional
environment for the astronomy
program and will soon install a similar
program for mathematics.  These are
just a few examples of why Leigh
Buchwald is deserving of this honor.

Buchwald Named

Citrus College

Shining Star

L



Astronomy Professor Receives Excellence Award

Excellence is a word used frequently in the world of academia.  At
Citrus College, excellence refers to a high standard of integrity and
performance leading to the achievement of academic and professional
goals.  Using this description, it is not surprising that astronomy pro-
fessor Dr. David Kary has been selected to receive the Excellence
Award.  

Those responsible for nominating David provided numerous reasons
why he was deserving of this honor.  “He was responsible for the
stellar organization of the Curriculum Committee and knows Curricunet

cold,” one nominator wrote.
“He is also very knowledgeable
of old and new laws, as well as cases and requirements for curricu-
lum.”  

At the same time, David’s skills as a professor were also highlighted.
“He teaches his astronomy classes with excitement,” a colleague
explained.  David Kary’s contributions to Citrus College and its
students make him a Shining Star.
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When it comes to Citrus College’s facilities, excellence is an apt
description.  Mike Harrington, director of facilities and construc-
tion, is one of the reasons why this is true.  Not only does Mike
work diligently to ensure that the college’s faculty and staff have
a beautiful environment in which to work, he has also helped
make it especially safe.  

“Mike’s  efforts with emergency planning have been outstand-
ing,” one nominator wrote.  “He has had several opportunities to
demonstrate his expertise with fire drills, power outages, and
parking issues.”  

Work ethic was another reason
why Mike was nominated.  “Mike
is always willing to go the extra

mile and does so with a smile on his face,” a co-worker stated.  “He
leads by example and is respected by his peers and employees.  At the same
time, he is a problem solver and comes up with some great ideas and solu-
tions.”  

For these reasons, it is not surprising that Mike Harrington was chosen to
receive Citrus College’s Shining Star Award for Excellence.

Facilities Director Earns Award for Excellence


