
SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to another edition of the Citrus View. As we approach next week’s spring 

break, I hope you are all enjoying the semester thus far, and will return to the college on

April 23 refreshed and ready for the second half of spring semester.

This week’s Citrus View presents news on Citrus College’s inclusion in The Hispanic 
Outlook in Higher Education’s annual Top 50 Community Colleges issue, as well as 

former Citrus College Head Football Coach John Strycula’s induction into the California 

Community College Football Coaches’ Hall of Fame. Also featured is a press release 

about Dr. Michael  Hurtado’s recognition by the L.A. County Board of Supervisors for his

work with the Probation Commission, among other items of interest.

The college is unwavering in its commitment to inform the community about its many 

accomplishments.  I hope you are including Citrus View as part of your regular reading.

Prior editions of this publication can be accessed online by clicking this link. 

– Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.
Superintendent/President

CITRUS PEOPLE

Citrus College Dean Recognized by Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich

Monday, March 26, 2012 n Citrus College Office of Advancement n (Link to Story)

Citrus College Board of Trustees Meeting Highlights

Monday, March 29, 2012 n Citrus College Office of Advancement n (Link to Story)
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INSTITUTIONAL SUCCESS

Citrus College Honored for Serving Latino Students

Tuesday, April 3, 2012 n San Gabriel Valley Tribune n (Link to Document)

Citrus College Ranked in Top 50 by Hispanic Journal

Wednesday, April 4, 2012 n Glendora Patch  n (Link to Document)

http://www.citruscollege.edu/pio/view/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sgvtribune.com/news/ci_20319271
http://glendora.patch.com/articles/citrus-college-ranked-in-top-50-by-hispanic-journal
http://www.citruscollege.edu/pio/NewsRoom/Pages/CitrusCollegeDeantobeRecognizedbyLosAngelesCountySupervisorMichaelDAntonovich.aspx
http://www.citruscollege.edu/pio/highlights/Documents/2012/2012-03.20.pdf


STUDENT SUCCESS

Citrus’ Student Paper Wins Big in State Competition

Friday, April 6, 2012 n Glendora Patch n (Link to Story)

Citrus College Hopes to Streamline Process for CSU 4-Year Degree

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 n Claremont Courier n (Link to Story)

Some of the links provided in this newsletter lead to independent publications and 
may not represent all news releases and media coverage produced during this time period.  

All of these articles, including those produced by Citrus College, are protected by copyright law.  

ATHLETICS 

Former Owl Coach John Strycula Inducted into CCCFC Hall of Fame

Friday, March 30, 2012 n Citrus College Sports Information n (Link to Story)

Triple Threats

Sunday, April 1, 2012 n Citrus College Sports Information n (Link to Story)

http://glendora.patch.com/articles/citrus-student-paper-wins-big-in-state-competition#photo-9511449
http://www.citruscollege.edu/Athletics/Football/News/Pages/FormerOwlCoachJohnStryculaInducted.aspx
http://www.citruscollege.edu/Athletics/TrackandField/News/Pages/TripleThreats.aspx


Citrus College hopes to
streamline process for CSU 4-
year degree

If you’re a student at Citrus College or are ponder-
ing attending the Glendora based community college,
there’s a new incentive for earning an associate’s de-
gree.

Citrus has joined with 61 community colleges
throughout the state in offering associate degrees for
transfer to the California State University system.
Since last summer, the California Community Col-
leges system has developed and approved 133 asso-
ciate degrees that transfer to CSU schools. 

Citrus has established Associate in Arts for Trans-
fer (AA-T) and Associate in Science for Transfer
(AS-T) degrees in 7 areas: sociology, psychology,
communication studies, English, administration of
justice, mathematics and early childhood education. 

The move is in response to the Student Transfer
Achievement Reform Act (SB 1440) of 2010. The
legislation guarantees admission to the CSU system
with junior standing to any California community
college student who completes an associate’s degree
for transfer. 

The goal is to increase the number of bachelor’s
degrees received by community college students.
Hopefully SB 1440 will also speed that process, en-
suring CSU students coming in with associate’s de-

grees don’t waste time and money taking unnecessary
classes. 

Say you earn an AA-T or an AS-T from Citrus or
another school in compliance with the Student Trans-
fer Achievement Reform Act, and then transfer to a
CSU. If you pursue a bachelor’s degree in a major
that is similar to your associate’s degree, you will
only have to complete 60 more units (2-3 years de-
pending on class availability) of undergraduate work
to graduate. 

In a Citrus College press release, career/transfer
center coordinator Justina Rivadeneyra said that there
are other advantages to getting an associate’s degree
before moving on. “It is important to note that while
students are not guaranteed admission to a specific
campus, major or program, transfer degrees give stu-
dents priority consideration over other transfer stu-
dents in the local area.” 

To earn an AA-T or an AS-T, students must com-
plete 60 transferable units, with a minimum GPA of
2.0, complete specified courses required for transfer
and a minimum of 18 units in their chosen major. 

The institution of the AA-T and AS-T is a boon to
community college students, said Joanne Montgomery,
president of the Citrus College Board of Trustees. 

“Preparing our students to transfer to a 4-year uni-
versity has been a core function of the community
college system,” she said. “I’m extremely glad that
the pathway to transfer, which previously had been
difficult for students to navigate, has been stream-
lined.” 

El Roble will hold open house,
district spring break reminder

Parents of El Roble Intermediate School should be
advised that Thursday, April 3 is a minimum day. 

Parents and guardians of English language learners
are invited to the school at 6 p.m. that evening for an
ELAC meeting. All El Roble parents are asked to at-
tend the school’s open house, which runs from 6:45
to 8 p.m. 

In advance of the open house, which will feature
performances by student groups like the cheer and
dance teams and the color squad, parents and other
guests are invited to a longstanding tradition: The El
Roble Open House Family Dinner. 

Starting at 5 p.m., this year’s meal is a spaghetti
dinner provided by Eddie’s Pizza. The dinner costs
$6.50 for people who purchase presale tickets from
the PFA and $7 for those who buy tickets that
evening. 

The open house is a worthwhile event, said assis-
tant principal Clarissa McNally.

“It’s very family-oriented, very community-ori-
ented,” she said. “It’s a way to bring everyone to-
gether to really show off what El Roble’s proud of.”

On Monday, April 9, all of the Claremont Unified
School District’s public schools will commence
spring break. Students will return to their classes on
Monday, April 16. 

the Joslyn Senior Center and many others. First Street
artists have received national acclaim for their works
of art, some traveling as far as Washington, D.C. Their
latest exhibit, featuring the works of First Street Artists
who have volunteered with the Claremont Forum’s
Prison Project, will be on display April 6 during the
First Friday Art Walk. 

“Since opening our doors in 1989, we have helped
hundreds of artists to develop their talents and to ex-
perience the rewards of showing and selling their work
as professionals,” Ms. Hamm said. 

Each year, the artists collaborate on 5 on-site and an
estimated 15 off-site exhibitions. 

“We look forward to even greater opportunities for
these visionary artists through support from the com-
munity,” she said.  

Tania Alvarez is one of 4 full-time art instructors
leading students in their artistic exploration at the
gallery. Working with the artists for the past year, Ms.
Alvarez has found that First Street helps foster her stu-
dents’ innate talents. 

“I see what they are already good at and push them
further, or teach them some of my own techniques,”
Ms. Alvarez said. “At the end of the day they don’t
even want to go home. They love it here. It provides a
really great social environment.”

Jonathan Jackson, a student at First Street for the
past year, has developed his artistic skills through

weekday art instruction, particularly enjoying the
recreation of plants and flowers in his drawings.  

“I am a good artist,” Mr. Jackson shared, all smiles
while pausing from his one-dimensional recreation of
a ceramic vase and bowl. While sometimes the draw-
ings can be a challenge, Mr. Jackson simply states, “I
use my imagination.”

It is this sense of enthusiasm and dedication that has
kept instructor Aragna Ker teaching at First Street for
the past 5 years. 

“They bring a fearless approach to art,” he said. 
The instructors, and other employees and volunteers

of First Street, hope their Spring Art Appeal will help
further aid the artistic talents of Mr. Jackson and others
of the gallery. Ms. Hamm believes the nonprofit’s latest
initiative will help it navigate economic troubles. 

“It is a very serious situation we are all in. We are
trying to see creatively how that fabric can change,”
Ms. Hamm said. “We just feel really empowered by
our community support systems and all the richness.” 

Donations to the Spring Arts Appeal campaign may
be made through the Tierra del Sol website at
www.tierradelsol.org. For more information about First
Street Gallery Art Center, visit www.facebook.com/
firststreetgalleryartcenter. —Beth Hartnett
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Teresa Curiel-Gonzales works with close concentration on her new painting Wednesday at First Street
Gallery. First Streetʼs parent company Tierra del Sol recently received a $50,000 grant from the Rose
Hills Foundation. They are working to reach the challenge of matching that grant. 

Helen Rae displays one of her collages on Wednes-
day during an art class at First Street Gallery. Ms.
Rae has been attending classes at the gallery since
its inception more than 20 years ago. 

TIERRA DEL SOL
continued from the previous page
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