
Citrus College is an
institution defined by success.
From our repeated
recognition as a top degree
producer, to our ever-
increasing graduation rates,
there is no doubt that we are
accomplishing great feats and
changing lives.

Fall 2013 is no exception.
Several new achievements
have kicked off the semester
on a high note.  What better
way to showcase these
successes than in a new and
improved Citrus View! 

The first issue of this
monthly newsletter provides
details on our increased
enrollment, the reaching of
our transfer goal, and our
inclusion on the list of Military
Friendly Schools for 2014.  It
also features student, faculty
and staff, and community
stories that are sure to warm
your heart!

Success is a journey, and I
am honored to be on it with
you!

Sincerely,
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President
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Student Enrollment Increases

INCREASED ENROLLMENT: WITH ENROLLMENT RATES AT THEIR HIGHEST IN THREE YEARS, THE CITRUS

COLLEGE CAMPUS IS BUSTLING WITH STUDENT ACTIVITY.

Citrus College faculty and
staff members recently joined
forces in an effort to inform
potential students of increased
enrollment opportunities at
Citrus College for fall semester
2013.  As a result of this
successful endeavor, the
college has reported its
highest student enrollment in
three years.  

This fall, Citrus College
reported 13,530 students
enrolled in credit and noncredit
classes - an increase of 13.9
percent over fall 2012.  In
addition, course sections grew
by an impressive 22.9 percent.

The passage of Proposition
30 in November 2012 enabled
Citrus to add more than 200
class sections to the fall

schedule and become one of
only 24 colleges planning to
offer winter sessions.  

The increase in enrollment
reflects the fact that more
students are getting the
classes they need to earn an
associate degree, receive a
career/technical certificate, or
transfer to a four-year college
or university.

Since Citrus College
adopted its “College of
Completion” initiative last year,
the college community has
demonstrated their collective
commitment to student
completion in many ways.
The effort to encourage
students to register for classes
this fall is yet another way the
faculty and staff have helped
countless students achieve
their academic and/or career
goals.
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OF ENROLLMENT NUMBERS FROM

FALL 2012 AND FALL 2013.
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Foundation Presents College With Check
There are many reasons why

Convocation 2013 was
memorable.  Costumes, video
clips, musical numbers, and a
“Wizard of Oz” theme helped
set the tone for an extraordinary
event.  However, it was a
presentation by the Citrus
College Foundation that made
August 23rd, especially
unforgettable.

The significant moment
occurred at the conclusion of
Dr. Geraldine Perri’s State of
the College address.  The
superintendent/president had
finished reminding the audience
of the challenges community
college students face and of the
services the college has in
place to address these
obstacles.  She was highlighting
some of Citrus College’s recent
successes when Bruce

Langford, the event’s emcee,
stepped on stage, promising a
“wonderful surprise.”

That surprise proved to be a
check for more than $500,000,
delivered by Chris Garcia,
director of the Citrus College
Foundation, and Tom Gerfen,

Foundation Board president.
The check was presented to Dr.
Perri and the entire college
community, with the funds to be
used for student scholarships,
mini-grants for innovation, and
for the advancement of the
Citrus College “College of

Completion” initiative.
In addition, the Foundation

intends for more than $300,000
of these resources to be used
as seed money for establishing
the new Citrus College Institute
for Completion. “We want to
help the college in its exploration
of new and innovative strategies
to help guide and engage our
students,” Garcia said.

The goal is to establish Citrus
College as a premiere institution
of college completion in the
nation.

“I am grateful to the Citrus
College Foundation for their
support of our efforts,” Dr. Perri
said.  “As we enter the second
year as a College of Completion,
we will continue to work diligently
to research and implement
strategies leading to enhanced
student success.”

FOUNDATION CHECK: CITRUS COLLEGE FOUNDATION PRESIDENT TOM

GERFEN (FAR LEFT) AND DIRECTOR CHRIS GARCIA (FAR RIGHT) PRESENTED

A CHECK FOR $538,717 TO (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) CITRUS COMMUNITY

COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEE PRESIDENT SUSAN M. KEITH, AND

SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT DR. GERALDINE M. PERRI.

College Reaches Transfer Goal
During the summer of 2013, the

California Community Colleges
Chancellor’s Office announced that
Citrus College was one of five
California community colleges to
reach 100 percent of its target for the
number of approved associate in arts
and associate in science degrees for
transfer (AA-T, AS-T).  The college, in
fact, exceeded its 100 percent goal:
its 14th associate degree for transfer,
political science, was approved by the
Chancellor’s Office in summer 2013.

Citrus College, along with the other
111 California community colleges
statewide, began to develop transfer
degrees after the Student Transfer
Achievement Reform Act was signed
into law in 2010.  The law simplifies
the transfer process so that students
who complete an associate degree
designated for transfer are
guaranteed admission to the
California State University (CSU)

system with junior status and will be
given priority consideration when
applying to their local CSU campus.

This year, 258 students graduated
from Citrus College with an AS-T or
AA-T degree.  This was an increase
of 514 percent from 2012.

Citrus College Named
Military Friendly School

The Citrus College
Veterans Program has
once again received
recognition from a
national publication.

GI Jobs, a monthly
magazine devoted to
helping enlisted
personnel transition from
military service to the
civilian workforce, has
designated Citrus

College as a Military
Friendly School for the
fourth consecutive year.
The college was
provided with a listing in
the 2014 Guide to
Military Friendly Schools,
which was released
September 17.  Citrus
College is also
highlighted on the
publication’s website.

VETERANS CELEBRATION: CITRUS COLLEGE’S ANNUAL

“SALUTING OUR VETERANS” EVENT (PICTURED ABOVE) IS ONE

OF THE MANY REASONS THE COLLEGE HAS BEEN NAMED A

MILITARY FRIENDLY SCHOOL.

News

TRANSFER DEGREES: HALI HANRAHAN,

CITRUS COLLEGE CLASS OF 2013, WAS

THRILLED TO TRANSFER TO CAL POLY

POMONA THIS FALL.  
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Student Trustee Receives Recognitions

Over $100,000 Awarded in Scholarships

to Citrus College Students at Reception

An impressive $115,000 in
scholarship money was awarded
during the fourth annual Citrus
College Scholarship Reception.

Friends and family joined over 180

students and several scholarship
donors as they celebrated generosity
and academic achievement on August
15th, in the Ross L. Handy Campus
Center.

STEM STUDENTS: PICTURED ABOVE ARE

THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 2013 EDISON

STEM/COLLEGE OF COMPLETION

SCHOLARSHIPS.  

SCHOLARSHIP CELEBRATION: DURING THE RECEPTION, CITRUS COLLEGE STUDENTS

INTERACTED WITH THE DONORS WHO MADE THEIR SCHOLARSHIPS POSSIBLE.

STUDENT TRUSTEE: MARIANNA

VEGA, A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR,

ASSUMED HER POSITION ON THE

CITRUS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN

JUNE, 2013.

Student Trustee Marianna
Vega has only been on the job
for a little over a month, and
she is already making a name
for herself.  In fact, the 20-
year-old political science major
recently received the
“Emerging Leader Award”
from the Community College
Completion Corps and an
additional recognition from the
State Assembly and Senate
for her advocacy of SB 440,
which supports associate
degrees for transfer.

These recognitions were
presented in Sacramento in
late August.   

“I wasn’t even aware I
would be receiving awards.
They were truly a surprise,”
she said.  “My purpose for
investing time in these causes

wasn’t to receive recognition
or honor.  All I want is to make
a difference for community
college students across
California.”

Vega has been working with
the Campaign for College
Opportunity since the
beginning of 2013.

“Many people believe
young adults are apathetic
regarding the education
system and the difference it
can make in our communities,”
she said.  “I want to be an
example to others that if you

want to see something happen,
you should personally engage
in the process.  You need to
create the change you want to
see in your community.”

Having started her tenure
as student trustee on such a
positive note, Vega plans on
continuing the momentum.

“I want to encourage people
to make the most of the
opportunities for growth that
Citrus College offers,” she said.
“We have a great resource and
should take advantage of it.”

All I want is to make a difference 
for community college students 
across California.“

“Marianna Vega, Citrus College Student Trustee

Students



Dr. Bruce Solheim,
social and behavioral
sciences faculty member at
Citrus College, is known for
his efforts to help veterans.
This summer, these efforts
led him overseas.

Solheim traveled to
Norway in August 2013 to
promote the Norwegian-
American Veterans Theatre
Project, which he created
by building upon the
concept of Drama Therapy.
This concept involves the
use of combat veterans as
actors in plays dealing with
the subject matter of war.

“Theatre groups are very
tight-knit, not unlike military

combat units,” he said.
“Like soldiers, actors are
mission oriented and are
used to strict discipline and
working closely together as
a team.  This is a concept
that was proven with my
previous play, The Bronze

Star.”
As part of the project,

Solheim conducted two
readings of his newest play,
The Epiphany.  He hopes
to have it produced at
Citrus College and in
Norwegian universities.
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Playwright Promotes Drama Therapy Overseas

RESIDENT PLAYWRIGT:

DR. BRUCE SOLHEIM TRAVELED TO

NORWAY IN AUGUST.

& Staff

Superintendent/President Named “Educator of the Year”
U.S. Representative Judy

Chu of the 27th
Congressional District has
selected Dr. Geraldine M.
Perri, superintendent/
president of Citrus College,
as Educator the Year.  Dr.
Perri received the award at
Congresswoman Chu’s
fourth annual DiverCities
celebration, an event
honoring the people,
organizations, and
businesses that foster and
support cultural diversity in
the cities and communities
of the 27th District.

“I am grateful to
Congresswoman Chu for
selecting me to receive this
award,” said Dr. Perri.
“It is truly a privilege to be
included among outstanding
community leaders who are
dedicated to serving others.”

Under Dr. Perri’s

leadership, Citrus College
has witnessed the highest
number of graduates in its
98-year history. The college

has been recognized
nationally in Community
College Week’s annual “Top
100 Associate Degree
Producers” and The
Hispanic Outlook in Higher
Education’s “Top 50
Community Colleges” for
awarding degrees. In
addition, Dr. Perri led the
college in its successful
reaffirmation of accreditation.

“All the awardees were
carefully selected from
nominations that were
submitted by members of the
community,” Congresswoman
Chu noted.  “The  selected
groups and individuals
received this honor because
of the amazing work they
have done in their field, as
well as their dedication to the
community and the San
Gabriel Valley as a whole.”

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR: DR.

GERALDINE M. PERRI, SUPERINTENDENT/

PRESIDENT OF CITRUS COLLEGE WAS

HONORED BY U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

JUDY CHU.

Bruce Solheim, Playwright and Faculty Member

“

“

Theatre groups are very tight-knit,
not unlike military combat units.
Like soldiers, actors are mission
oriented and are used to strict
discipline and working closely

together as a team.

DR. GERALDINE M. PERRI

(RIGHT), SUPERINTENDENT/

PRESIDENT OF CITRUS COLLEGE

WITH CONGRESSWOMAN JUDY

CHU.
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PAGEANT PREP: CITRUS COLLEGE COSMETOLOGY

STUDENT ALYSSA GUZMAN POSES WITH A CONTESTANT FROM

THE MISS PHILIPPINES USA 2013 PAGEANT.

The talent of several
Citrus College students
was recently on display
at the La Mirada Theatre
for the Performing Arts.

Cosmetology students
helped prepare 28
contestants for the Miss
Philippines Beauty
Pageant, which took
place on Sunday,
August 18th.  The
coronation ceremony
was the second of two
major events that Citrus
College students
participated in.

“One of our vendors
asked if we would be
interested in doing this
event after seeing the
quality of education we
provide and the level of
work our students are

doing,” said Albert
Graciano, cosmetology
instructor.  “An event like
this provides our students
with training for
something that is

referred to as “session
work,” which includes
fashion editorial, beauty
shows, theater and
movie work.”

Oh, The Pageantry!

DUARTE EDUCATIONAL

FOUNDATION COMMUNITY

DIGNITARY: DARRELL CARR

Faculty Member Honored by Community
Darrell Carr, Citrus College photography

instructor, will be honored as a “Community
Dignitary” by the Duarte Education
Foundation on Sunday, October 13, 2013.

Carr will receive his award during the
Foundation’s annual “It Takes A
Village...” event, which celebrates
collaborations between the Duarte Unified
School District, the City of Hope, and
Citrus College.

Born and raised in Monrovia, Carr has
demonstrated a commitment to the youth
of his community.  For thirteen years, he
served as a faculty member at Monrovia
High School.  He also taught at
Monrovia’s Canyon High School for two
years, before coming to Citrus College
as a full-time faculty member in 1990.
He retired from Citrus College on

September 2.
Carr is also the founder of the Justin

Carr Wants World Peace Foundation,
which he and his wife established after
the sudden death of their only child,
Justin, from idiopathic hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy (IHC) in February of this
year. The mission of the organization is
to bring awareness about IHC by providing
funding for youth to attend camps,
participate in after-school mentoring
programs, and to study Visual and
Performing Arts.

“Darrell’s desire to help others through
this foundation is inspirational,” said Dr.
Geraldine M. Perri, Citrus College
superintendent/president.  “He is an
excellent choice to receive this award.”

News

PAGEANT PREP: MELODY RUIZ (CENTER), A CITRUS

COLLEGE COSMETOLOGY STUDENT, POSES WITH TWO

CONTESTANTS FROM THE MISS PHILIPPINES USA 2013 

PAGEANT.

Cosmetology students style Miss Philippines USA 2013 Contestants


