
Citrus College hosts

numerous events throughout

the year.  Ranging from

informative to entertaining,

they serve a variety of

purposes and reach a wide

range of audiences.  

One eagerly anticipated

event is our annual Saluting

Our Veterans. What a privi-

lege it is to join our local

communities in honoring

those who have bravely

served our nation! This popu-

lar celebration has always

proven to be incredibly inspi-

rational and this year was no

exception.

In this issue of the Citrus

View, we spotlight several

recent college events. Thank

you to all who have partici-

pated, whether it was in an

organizational role or simply

as an attendee.  You are what

makes our college great!

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

Celebrating an

Eventful Semester

College, Community Salutes Veterans

U.S. REPRESEnTaTiVE JUDy CHU aDDRESSED THE aUDiEnCE, SPEaKinG in SUPPORT Of VETERanS, DURinG THE

8TH annUaL SaLUTinG OUR VETERanS EVEnT.  

President Calvin Coolidge

once said, “The nation that

forgets its defenders will be

itself forgotten.”  Citrus College

has a proud history of

supporting active and former

members of the armed forces.

This long-standing commitment

was recently on display during

the 8th Annual Saluting Our

Veterans celebration.

Azusa Pacific University, the

City of Azusa, and the City of

Glendora joined Citrus College

as sponsors of this popular

community event, which was

held on Thursday, November 7

in the Citrus College Campus

Center Mall.

This year, U.S. Represen-

tative Judy Chu attended the

event and spoke in support of

veterans.  Saluting Our Veter-

ans also included a presenta-

tion of colors by the Veterans

Honor Guard, a salute to

fallen veterans, recognition of

honorees, and keynote

speeches provided by Citrus

College graduates U.S. Navy

Veteran Ashley Solano and

U.S. Marine Corps Veteran

Fernando Salazar. 

“This year’s event was espe-

cially meaningful because it

spotlighted and reaffirmed that

our student veterans are an

important part of the college’s

commitment to be a College of

Completion,” said Dr. Geraldine

M. Perri, superintendent/

president.
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Matriculation Services to Change
A new program will soon be

enhancing the way Citrus

College provides counseling

services.

In response to the

Seymour-Campbell Student

Success Act of 2012, the

California Community College

Board of Governors has

made significant changes to

the statewide standards for

matriculation outlined by Title

V of the California Code of

Regulations.  The result of

these changes is the Student

Success and Support

Program.

“Matriculation has been

offered at Citrus College for

over 20 years.  However, the

counseling program is

currently in the process of

adjusting its core services to

comply with the new state

laws and regulations,” said

Kristie Shimokawa, the

newly-appointed coordinator

of Citrus College’s Student

Success and Support

Program.  “The primary

change that has resulted from

the Student Success Act of

2012 is that all first-time

students are now required to

complete the core matricula-

tion services. In addition,

follow-up services are now

mandated for those students

who have not declared a

course of study, are on proba-

tion facing dismissal, or are

enrolled in basic skills

courses.”

The Citrus College Student

Success and Support

Program is currently in the

planning stages, but is

projected for implementation

beginning with those

individuals who enroll in fall

semester 2014.

News

l Orientation

l Assessment

l Counseling

l Advising

l Educational Planning

CORE MaTRiCULaTiOn
SERViCES

THE STUDEnT SUCCESS anD

SUPPORT PROGRaM WiLL aDJUST iTS

CORE SERViCES TO COMPLy WiTH nEW

STaTE LaWS.

Nineteen hundred

and fifteen was a

momentous year in

history.  Albert Einstein

completed his theory of

relativity, World War I

was escalating, and the

first community college

in Los Angeles County

opened in the little

orange-growing

community of Azusa.

Nearly one hundred

years later, Citrus

College has become

one of the nation’s top

community colleges. 

Needless to say, this is

cause for celebration!

During the spring

2013 semester, a

committee was formed

to begin the task of

planning a year-long

commemoration of

Citrus College’s 100th

birthday.  Since that

time, people represent-

ing every constituent

group – from faculty

and staff to alumni and

students – have been

actively preparing for the

centennial celebration.

On Friday, November

8, nearly 40 individuals

who were interested in

joining the planning

efforts or learning more

about the celebration

attended an informa-

tional meeting.

“This meeting was a

wonderful opportunity

to learn more about a

very important mile-

stone in the life of the

college and its sur-

rounding communities,”

said Christina Garcia,

director of the Citrus 

College Foundation 

and co-chair of the

centennial committee. 

“The Centennial cele-

bration will highlight the

progress and develop-

ment Citrus College 

has made through the

years.”

Centennial informational Meeting Held

STaff fROM VaRiOUS DEPaRTMEnTS aTTEnDED THE

infORMaTiOnaL MEETinG.
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Students

Largest College fair Draws Students
The Career/Transfer Center

recently hosted one of their

largest college fairs when

representatives from nearly 60

four-year colleges and

universities visited Citrus

College on Thursday,

October 17.  

During this event, Citrus

College students gathered

information from seven

University of California

campuses, seven California

State University campuses, and

more than 40 private and/or

out-of-state schools. Included

among the list of participants

was the University of California,

Berkeley; the University of Cali-

fornia, Los Angeles; California

State University, Fullerton; Cali-

fornia Polytechnic University,

Pomona; Azusa Pacific

University; the University of

Southern California; and the

Fashion Institute of Design and

Merchandising.

The purpose of the college

fair was to expose students

who are planning to transfer to

four-year colleges or

universities to the variety of

options available to them.  The

students had the opportunity to

ask questions, pick up

applications, and learn the

transfer requirements for each

institution.

“Students received

information about application

filing periods, financial aid,

housing, grade point average

requirements, transfer student

resources and much more,”

said Raul Sanchez, event

organizer and coordinator of

the Citrus College Career/

Transfer Center.  “This event

helped raise awareness about

the transfer process, which in

turn allows students to make

informed decisions about their

future academic endeavors.”

Faculty and staff were asked

to wear clothing from their

colleges on the day of the fair to

show students their support

and to promote the goal of

college completion.

nEaRLy 60 fOUR-yEaR COLLEGES

anD UniVERSiTiES PaRTiCiPaTED in

THiS yEaR’S faLL COLLEGE faiR.

a CiTRUS COLLEGE STUDEnT LEaRnS

MORE aBOUT THE UniVERSiTy Of

SOUTHERn CaLifORnia DURinG THE

RECEnT faLL COLLEGE faiR.

notable Civil Rights activist Visits Campus
The co-founder of

one of the nation’s most

inspirational and

effective labor unions

recently spoke to Citrus

College students about

the importance of

college completion and

the crucial need to be

politically active.

Dolores Huerta,

co-founder of the United

Farm Workers Union

(which she established

with the legendary

Cesar Chavez) and

life-long civil rights

activist, visited the

college on Wednesday,

October 9 in

observance of Hispanic

Heritage Month.

During her

presentation, Huerta

shared her experiences

as an advocate for farm

workers during the

1960s and 1970s.  She

also emphasized the

importance of “people

power,” saying that

average people have

the ability to affect

social change.

“These students need

to hear the message

the most,” Huerta said

in a press release

issued by the college.

“The people coming to

this college are the

leaders of tomorrow

and will be the ones to

continue to make

changes for the better.”

Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/

president of Citrus

College, believes that

visits such as Huerta’s

are important for

students.

“To have someone of

this caliber and with

such historical

significance come to

speak at Citrus College

provides a pivotal

educational experience

for our students,” she

said.  “Learning beyond

the classroom is

especially important in

their quest to take

charge of their futures

and become the

leaders of tomorrow.”

DOLORES HUERTa
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& Staff

Dean Recognized as Distinguished alumna
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines

the word “distinguished” as someone or

something that is “marked by excellence.”

Dr. Martha McDonald definitely meets this

criterion.

Citrus College’s interim executive dean

was recently recognized as a distinguished

alumna in the fall 2013 edition of Impact, a

newsletter produced by California State

University, Fullerton’s College of Education.

A graduate of the school’s Educational

Leadership program, McDonald earned her

doctorate in education in 2011.

“I was flattered to be selected by the

faculty of the Educational Leadership

Program to be highlighted in the news-

letter,” McDonald said.  “It is rewarding to

be included, but more importantly, I hope

current students can relate to the lessons

shared from my story as encouragement to

take calculated risks and persevere through

challenging moments.”

As an immigrant from Mexico and a first-

generation college student, McDonald

encountered many obstacles throughout

her academic journey.  After experiencing

difficulty as an undergraduate student, she

made the life-changing decision to join the

armed forces.  Her academic experiences,

as well as her time spent in the United

States Marine Corps, prepared her for a

successful career as a college administra-

tor.

“My experiences have allowed me the

unique opportunity to gain a clear

understanding of the critical role student

affairs practitioners play in the development

and success of students,” she said.  “It is an

honor to be recognized for my service in

higher education.”

MaRTHa MCDOnaLD, inTERiM ExECUTiVE DEan

TeCS Employee Receives Classified Development award

Ron Livingston considers

himself to be a “really boring

person.”  While his excitement

level may occasionally be called

into question, his work ethic most

definitely is not.  The informa-

tional technology support spe-

cialist III is the latest recipient of

the Above and Beyond Classified

Development (or ABCD) award.

The ABCD award provides the

college with the opportunity to

honor outstanding classified

employees on a quarterly basis.

The Classified Development

Committee, under the leadership

of Dr. Eric Rabitoy, dean of

natural and physical sciences

and library, and Clarence Cernal,

administrative assistant for the

Citrus College Foundation and

committee chair, oversaw the

selection process.

Livingston was nominated for

the ABCD award by Glenna

Johnson, technology operations

and support service supervisor,

and Linda Welz, chief informa-

tion services officer. In the nomi-

nation form, they praised his

strong work ethic.

“Ron leads by example, is

always willing to go the extra

mile to resolve an issue, and

demonstrates courtesy with

colleagues and clientele,” they

wrote.  “He willingly shares his

knowledge with the other

members of the Technical

Operations and Support

Services team and his openness

fosters an atmosphere of

teamwork within the group.”

ROn LiVinGSTOn WiTH BOaRD Of

TRUSTEES PRESiDEnT SUSan M. KEiTH

Ron leads by

example, is

always willing to

go the extra mile

to resolve an

issue, and

demonstrates

courtesy with

colleagues and

clientele.

“

“aBCD nomination form
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News

State Senator Tours Citrus College
Carol Liu, representing the

25th District, made a special

visit to Citrus College on

Friday, October 18. Sen. Liu's

district includes Claremont,

Duarte, Glendora, and

Monrovia.

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri was

pleased to host Senator Liu.

“It is valuable for our legisla-

tive representatives to get to

know Citrus College and all

that we offer,” she said. “At

the same time, it is important

for the college to keep state

decision makers informed

about the college’s programs,

services, needs, assets, stu-

dent population, and more.”

The senator’s visit began

in the Student Services Build-

ing with an informational dia-

logue and lunch attended by

members of the Citrus Com-

munity College District Board

of Trustees and Dr. Perri. Dr.

Eric Rabitoy, dean of natural

and physical sciences and

library, and Ivon McCraven,

coordinator of school

relations, made a presenta-

tion regarding the Early Col-

lege Program. 

The visit concluded with a

tour of the STEM Center, the

Nursing and Dental Assisting

Programs, and the Veterans

Center. Citrus College

Student Ambassadors served

as tour guides.

STaTE SEnaTOR CaROL LiU, REPRESEnTinG THE 25TH DiSTRiCT, MaDE a

SPECiaL ViSiT TO CiTRUS COLLEGE On fRiDay, OCTOBER 18. 

STUDEnT aMBaSSaDORS LED THE

SEnaTOR, DR. PERRi, anD MEMBERS Of

THE CiTRUS COLLEGE BOaRD Of

TRUSTEES On THE CaMPUS TOUR.

Superintendent/President Perri Concludes SanfaCC Tenure

Chief Executive Officers,

Board Members, and

Government Relations

personnel from six local

colleges recently came to

Citrus College for a meeting

of the San Gabriel Valley/

Foothill Association of Com-

munity Colleges (SanFACC).

Representatives from

Chaffey, Glendale, Mt. San

Antonio, Pasadena, and Rio

Hondo Colleges attended the

SanFACC membership

meeting on Friday, October 4.

The meeting served as the

conclusion of Citrus College

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri’s term as

SanFACC chair. 

During her tenure, Dr.

Perri arranged to have Dr.

Nancy Shulock, a prominent

California educational

policymaker, speak at a

special dinner for SanFACC

members.  During this

noteworthy presentation,

Dr. Shulock addressed the

current challenges and

opportunities California’s

community colleges face in

preparing its students to

successfully complete their

college education.  

Throughout the year, Dr.

Perri also led the organization

in the development of its

legislative and organizational

priorities, as well as its

lobbying efforts in Sacramento.

In fact, this final meeting

involved a discussion of what

the SanFACC colleges are

doing with regard to AB 86,

the new law that provides for

Adult Education consortiums

within regions.

In concluding her year as

chair, Dr. Perri handed the

gavel off to Dr. David Viar,

superintendent/president of

Glendale Community

College, who will serve as

chair of the organization for

the 2013-2014 year.


