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Ground-

breaking.

Award-winning.

Top-producing.

These words

have all been recently used to

describe Citrus College and

they are very impressive.

But, perhaps, just as impor-

tant as who we are, though, is

who we will become.

In this issue of the Citrus
View, we will highlight a sam-

pling of events, services and

programs that all point in one

direction:  to College of

Completion.  While we are

enormously proud of our

accomplishments as an insti-

tution, we continually strive to

enhance the pathway toward

student completion.

This success does not

occur overnight nor by itself.

It is because of you - all of

you!  It takes hard work, com-

mitment and teamwork, all

traits that have made Citrus

College and our students

shine.

Thank you for your contin-

ued commitment to Citrus

College.  It is because of your

dedication that Citrus College

and our students will continue

to shine even brighter!

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

Building Upon

Our Success

Accreditation Efforts Launched
On November 26, members of the Citrus

College community met to hear about the

plans and procedures that will guide the

college’s 2015 Accreditation Self Evaluation. 

The Self Evaluation, formerly known as the

Self Study, is the comprehensive report that

serves as evidence of the college’s progress

and the level at which it meets the standards

set by the Accrediting Commission for

Community and Junior Colleges of the

Western Association of Schools and Colleges

(ACCJC/WASC).

Citrus College’s accreditation co-chairs, Dr.

Arvid Spor, vice president of student services/

interim vice president of academic affairs and

Ms. Roberta Eisel, language arts faculty, led

the forum. Their presentation focused on the

accreditation events and milestones that have

occurred since the college received its reaffir-

mation of accreditation in 2010; an overview

of ACCJC/WASC’s standards and current

emphases; and an overview of the methods

and structure that will define the college’s Self

Evaluation process.

“I commend Dr. Spor and Ms. Eisel for their

comprehensive and informative presentation,”

said Superintendent/President Geraldine M.

Perri, Ph.D. “In addition to delivering informa-

tion about the processes and high standards

to which the college will adhere, they reminded

us of the college’s history of successful

accreditations, which I am confident we will

repeat in 2015.”
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Degree Works: A New Resource that Facilitates Completion

Counselors will soon have

access to a new program that

they will be able to use to

help students track their

progress towards completion

and assist them in developing

their student educational

plans (SEP).  Degree Works,

an addition to the Banner

WingSpan package, provides

both student educational

planning and degree auditing

capabilities.

An 11-member implemen-

tation team representing

Counseling, Admissions and

Records, Curriculum, Career/

Technical Education (CTE),

and Technology and

Computer Services (TeCS) is

developing both tools in

Degree Works.  “The role of

the team is to define how

Degree Works will look and

feel for Citrus College,” says

Linda Welz, chief information

services officer.  “A separate

team from Admissions and

Records and TeCS is working

with program consultants and

entering the entire catalog as

high level programming code

for degree audit evaluation.”

The counseling staff re-

ceived Degree Works training

earlier in the fall, and they are

beginning to use the program

as a tool for tracking student

progress. This spring, the

implementation team will

begin working on the student

educational plan side of

Degree Works.  

As Citrus College moves

forward with the implementa-

tion of the new Student

Success and Support

Program (SSSP), which will

enhance core matriculation

services, Degree Works will

be an important resource in

empowering students to

achieve their educational

goals.

News

COUNSELOR LISA VILLA HELPS A

STUDENT CREATE AN EDUCATIONAL

PLAN.  WITH DEGREE WORKS,

COUNSELORS WILL BE ABLE TO TRACK

STUDENTS’ PROGRESS TOWARDS

COMPLETION.

Dr. Robert Johnstone, a prominent educator and re-

searcher, addressed a special Steering Committee work

session on November 15. 

He led an interactive meeting where he encouraged

members of the Steering Committee and other guests to

approach the completion process from the students’ per-

spective, which could affect existing systems, programs

and services.

The longtime educator is known for developing highly

effective practices that help students achieve their educa-

tional goals.  He recently participated in the development

of Completion by Design, a Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-

tion initiative that works with community colleges to in-

crease the number of students who complete college.

“The Steering Committee was very fortunate to host Dr.

Johnstone, and we greatly benefitted from his expertise,”

said Superintendent/President Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.  

Prominent Educator Addresses Steering Committee
Interactive Meeting Involved Discussion of Best College Completion Practices

Degree Works will 

be an important 

resource in 

empowering students

to achieve their 

educational goals.



Eight Citrus College students will

soon be travelling to Alaska in

January 2014 for an interdisciplinary

research project involving the

construction, launch, and recovery of

high altitude balloons.

The team, nicknamed the Space

Owls, consists of students enrolled in

the college’s Physics Program, as

well as students from the Recording

Technology Program.  Their goal is to

analyze sound frequencies with

respect to higher altitude. The experi-

ment will be conducted in Fairbanks,

Alaska, where they will send a

weather balloon and recording device

into the atmosphere with the intent of

recording any sound emitted from the

aurora borealis, or Northern Lights.

The group has been fundraising,

preparing for their trip, and conduct-

ing outreach events throughout the

fall 2013 semester. They are looking

forward to successfully carrying out

this research project.

According to the Space Owls, their

fellow students share this excitement.

In their project proposal, they wrote

that their peers are “ecstatic to hear

about the work the team is doing and

are highly supportive of the team’s

goals.”  The group hopes to share

their findings with their classmates

and the rest of the scientific commu-

nity in the future, “bringing esteem to

Citrus College and inspiring more

students to pursue projects such as

this one.”
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Students

Team of Students to Study Aurora Borealis

Space Owls (standing left to right) Bobby Tacawy, Stephen

Andrade, Merhawi Ghebrecristos, Laura Sandoval and

(sitting left to right) Carina Kaainoa, Andrea Lopez, and

Farihah Chowdhury 

Fighting Owls Celebrate a Successful Season

From the football and soccer fields to

the golf links, the Fighting Owls athletics

teams experienced a stellar fall season,

one of the most successful in college

history.

“There is a great deal of excitement

around the Citrus College Athletics

Department,” said Andrew Wheeler,

sports information coordinator.  “We are all

very proud of the Owls’ record-breaking

accomplishments.”

The football team, which ranks among

the top 10 Southern California teams in

the National Division, defeated

Saddleback College in the 2013 Beach

Bowl, 25-14.  This was the Owls’ first bowl

game victory in 25 years.  In addition, 21

members of the football team were

named to the 2013 National Division

Central Conference All-Conference team.  

For the second consecutive season, the

Citrus College Women’s Soccer Program

earned a spot in the playoffs, after achiev-

ing a 12-5-4 overall record.  Nine players

were selected to the Western State Con-

ference South Division All-Conference

Team.

The Women’s Volleyball Team also

competed in the playoffs for the second

year, finishing third in the Western State

Conference South Division.  The team

ended its season with a 14-10 record.

And, freshman golfer Paramee

Suwantanma ended the 2013 season by

competing in the California Community

College Athletic Association State

Championship; she currently ranks 20th

in the state.  Suwantanma was the

second Owl in the golf program’s history

to qualify for the State Championship.

Freshman Women’s Golfer Paramee

Suwantanma is ranked 20th in the state.
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& Staff

College Community Celebrates Thanksgiving
The sounds of collegial conversation

and the aroma of delicious food filled

the air of the Campus Center on

Wednesday, November 13 when

faculty, staff and retirees participated in

one of Citrus College’s longest-running

traditions – the Thanksgiving Buffet.

Turkey, stuffing, and pumpkin pie

were just a few of the culinary offerings

available during this annual celebration;

guests enjoyed a full Thanksgiving

feast! To extend appreciation to the

guests and to defray costs, the Citrus

College Foundation and the Citrus

College Management Team donated to

the event.

In addition to the delectable meal,

guests also enjoyed beverages, music,

and a variety of raffle prizes. A highly

memorable aspect of the Thanksgiving

Buffet involved the reading of raffle

tickets on which guests were asked to

write something for which they were

thankful.  Many beautiful and touching

offerings of gratitude were shared with

all.

“I believe it is important for

colleagues to celebrate the holidays

together,” said Dr. Eric Rabitoy, chair of

the Thanksgiving Buffet Committee and

dean of natural and physical sciences

and library services. “This provided

everyone with the opportunity to

escape their busy schedules and enjoy

a nice meal with their co-workers.”

A record number of Citrus College staff

enjoyed fine food and good company at the

November 13 Thanksgiving Buffet.

Holiday Social Provides Friends, Food, and Fun
What better way to celebrate the holidays

than by having fun with friends?  That is what

the faculty and staff of Citrus College did

recently during the 4th Annual Superintendent/

President’s Holiday Social on Thursday,

December 5 in the Center for Innovation

Community Room.

The event, “Hooray for Holidays:  A Holiday

Movie Extravaganza,” served as the perfect way

to wrap up the successful fall 2013 semester.

Using well-known holiday movies to set the

stage for an afternoon of merriment, this popular

event had everything necessary to ensure that a

good time was had by all.

From the red carpet photo booth and

laughter-inducing games to the unique popcorn

bar and tasty concession stand, the holiday

social was action packed from beginning to end.

A selection of Marie Callender’s pies, Starbucks

coffee, and hot chocolate were also available for

guests to enjoy.

“Every year, a great deal of creativity and

attention to detail go into planning and orches-

trating this festive event,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president.  “It is always

wonderful to celebrate the holidays with the

Citrus College community.”

From left to right, Trustees Ortell, Montgomery,

Keith, Rasmussen, and Dickerson join

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri at the 4th annual

Superintendent/President’s Holiday Social.

This event gets

better every year.

It is always fun to

see the Community

Room transformed

and to spend time

with colleagues.

“

“

CHUONG TRAN, DISTANCE ED.
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News

Community Leader Sworn in as New Board Member

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson (left) is sworn in

as the newest Citrus College trustee by

Citrus College Superintendent/President

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri (right).

Citrus College Foundation Hosts Tea for Donors, Friends
Never underestimate the power

of a nice, hot cup of tea.  Through-

out history, it has been known to 

improve friendships, promote 

well-being, and encourage thought-

fulness. Recently, tea was used by

the Citrus College Foundation to

solicit support.

On Friday, November 8, the

Foundation coordinated a special

tea in the Hayden Memorial Library

for community members who had

expressed an interest in the Alumni

Scholarship Program.  Hosted by

Citrus College Alumnae Joyce Dill

and Sharon Lewis, with help from

Foundation Board Member Sherry

Glab, the purpose of the event was

to help raise funds and friends,

while highlighting Citrus College’s

many recent accomplishments.

In addition to tea, the event 

included a welcome from Dr. 

Geraldine M. Perri, Citrus College

superintendent/president, and

speeches by Dill, Lewis, and

Christina Garcia, Citrus College

Foundation director.  A highlight of

the event was a presentation of the

Convocation 2012 video featuring

successful Citrus College 

graduates.

“The event was well attended

and allowed us to develop new

donors.  It also provided us with the

opportunity to showcase the best of

Citrus College,” Garcia said.

“Our guests all responded

positively and seemed genuinely

pleased to learn about the Alumni

Scholarship Program.”

On November 5, 2013, Dr. Barbara R.

Dickerson became the newest member of

the Citrus College Board of Trustees. She

credits her deep passion for education and

serving her community as motivating her to

run for Trustee Area One, representing

Azusa, and portions of Duarte.

A first-generation college student who

now has more than 35 years of experience

at all levels of education, Dr. Dickerson

served for the past eight years on the board

of the Azusa Unified School District.  She is

also highly committed to Neighborhood

Homework House, a local nonprofit

organization that helps low income Azusa

students, where she has been their execu-

tive director for the past four years.

In her new role as Citrus College Trustee,

Dr. Dickerson hopes to create the programs

and policies that support access and suc-

cess for Citrus College students. She be-

lieves one of the biggest challenges facing

the college is the lack of preparedness for

collegiate work among students who matric-

ulate from K-12 schools. 

Since moving to Azusa in 2002, Dr. 

Dickerson has earned many accolades. In

2007, she was named  YWCA Woman of

Achievement in Education, and in 2010 she

was named Woman of the Year for the 24th

Senate District by State Senator Dr. Ed

Hernandez. Dr. Dickerson was sworn in to

serve a four-year term on the Citrus College

Board of Trustees on December 3, 2013.

Citrus alumnae (left to right) Barbara Sills,

Shirley Turner, Rose Wentz, Sharon Lewis, and

Sylvia Woodward were among the guests who

attended the first Alumni Tea.


