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The words education and
opportunity are synonymous
with success. A college 
education serves as the
gateway to better options
and a brighter future.

This issue of the Citrus View

highlights several recent 
Citrus College events and
accomplishments that can
contribute to student 
success. From the Veterans
Center’s new home to the
achievements of the Scholar
Ballers, these articles are
just a sampling of how 
Citrus College leads the
way. 

With the spring semester
well underway, I would like
to thank you for the role you
play in making dreams
come true for our students.
Your commitment and 
dedication make student
success possible. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

Citrus College 

Provides opportunity

Veterans Program receives new home
Known for its welcoming at-

mosphere and a place where

student veterans can access a

wide range of important serv-

ices, the Citrus College

Veterans Center serves as a

hub for the college’s Veterans

Program. Recently, however,

its overwhelming popularity

has often resulted in “standing

room only” in its former loca-

tion in the Hayden Hall.

Fortunately, as of March 10,

2014, a remodeled facility is

operational and serving the

college’s student veterans.

Located in the former Infant

Care Center, the remodeled

3,000 sq. ft. facility, renamed

the Integrated Success Center

houses both the Veterans and

YESS-LA (Youth Empower-

ment Strategies for Success,

Los Angeles) Programs.

The new Veterans Center

includes a larger, more com-

fortable waiting area, larger

work rooms, additional tutoring

space, confidential offices, and

a larger student lounge.  It also

offers outdoor space where

veterans can relax and study.

Dr. Martha McDonald, in-

terim executive dean, who

oversees the Veterans

Program said, “I am so proud

to work for an institution that

appreciates and supports our

student veteran population.”

She added that there are

many people to thank for the

success of the college’s veter-

ans program, including the

Associated Students of Citrus

College and the Citrus College

Foundation who donated

funds for the remodeled

center.

March 2014 www.citruscollege.edu

View

Citrus Community College district Board of Trustees

dr. geraldine m. Perri, Superintendent/President

ThE CiTrus CollEgE VETErAns ProgrAm is now loCATEd in ThE inTEgrATEd suCCEss CEnTEr.

VETErAns CEnTEr

sErViCEs

l Academic support

l Tutors

l Early intervention

l Emergency funds

l Peer2Peer mentoring

l Priority registration

l And much more!
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For over a decade, mem-

bers of the Citrus College

community have been regu-

larly meeting with representa-

tives from public, private, and

out-of-state colleges and uni-

versities, as well as local high

schools, in an effort to pro-

mote transfer success.  While

the members of the Transfer

Task Force may change, the

group’s ultimate goal remains

constant.

“The task force has

helped facilitate the commu-

nication between the univer-

sities, Citrus College, and

local high schools,” said Raul

Sanchez, coordinator of the

Citrus College Career/

Transfer Center.  “The open

communication has helped

make the transfer transition

as seamless as possible by

helping to identify and elimi-

nate barriers for students.”

The current Transfer Task

Force is composed of six

Citrus College faculty, two

classified staff, three college

administrators, and two stu-

dents.  It also includes repre-

sentation from the California

State University and Univer-

sity of California systems, as

well as private and out-of-

state institutions.

This special committee

meets for two hours, twice a

year to share transfer an-

nouncements and updates.

The most recent meeting was

held on Wednesday, March

19.

“We had the opportunity to

share the transfer-related

happenings at our college

with members of the commit-

tee, and they provided us

with updates and changes to

their programs,” Sanchez

said.  “This enables us to dis-

seminate accurate informa-

tion to our students.”

Transfer Task force Collaborates for success

The Citrus College Central Plant re-

cently underwent a major overhaul,

which will enable it to provide improved

HVAC control and better cost effective-

ness to the college.

The project, which will result in an an-

nual energy savings of approximately

$62,000, was the result of a new South-

ern California Edison (SCE) pilot pro-

gram entitled, “Retro-commissioning” for

which Citrus College served as host.

Citrus College’s Central Plant has

been in operation for over five years,

and some of the devices required

updating.  SCE provided funding for the

overhaul, which addressed the

sequence of operations for all of the

pumps, chillers, boilers, valves, and

other items that are needed to keep the

equipment working efficiently.

The concept behind the Central

Plant’s functionality is that the main me-

chanical cooling equipment operates at

night, shifting energy use from peak de-

mand periods to low demand periods.

During peak periods, only the pump op-

erates, providing chilled water to the

buildings and meeting cooling require-

ments.  By increasing efficiency, the

overhaul project will foster sustainability

and ensure energy conservation.

“Several other colleges have under-

taken the task of retro-commissioning

their central plants based upon the suc-

cess of our project at Citrus College,”

said Fred Diamond, director of facilities

and construction.  “At the same time, the

college is in discussion with the utility re-

garding retro-commissioning other build-

ings on campus.”

mEmBErs of ThE CiTrus CollEgE TrAnsfEr TAsK forCE mET EArliEr

This monTh To shArE TrAnsfEr AnnounCEmEnTs And uPdATEs.

ThE oVErhAul of ThE CiTrus CollEgE

CEnTrAl PlAnT will rEsulT in An AnnuAl

sAVings of APProximATEly $62,000 A yEAr.

Citrus College serves as host for southern California Edison Pilot Program



The Fighting Owls’ February

8 men’s and women’s basket-

ball games proved to be a

triple threat.  In addition to

wins by both teams, 101

Scholar Ballers™ were hon-

ored that evening, the largest

number of student-athletes in

the program’s six-year history.

All of Citrus College’s 15

teams were represented in this

year’s Scholar Baller class,

which has increased its num-

bers every year since the col-

lege adopted the program in

2007.

Scholar Baller is a national

program designed to encour-

age and reward academic

achievement among intercolle-

giate athletes.  Student-

athletes must earn and main-

tain a minimum 3.0 grade point

average to receive this honor.

Citrus College is one of nine

California Community College

Athletic Association schools

that participate in the program.

“The Scholar Baller program

continues to be a huge suc-

cess for the college and for the

Citrus College Athletics

Department,” said Dean of

Physical Education and

Athletics Jody Wise. “It’s been

a great incentive for our ath-

letes, and we are always proud

to help create well rounded

student-athletes who excel

both in competition and in the

classroom.”
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Students

student Athletes set new record

honor society students Attend regional Convention

Citrus College served as

the host for this year’s Phi

Theta Kappa Regional Con-

vention, which was held at

California State Polytechnic

University, Pomona on Fri-

day, March 28, 2014.

The theme for the event

was “Frontiers and the Spirit

of Exploration.”  The mem-

bers of Beta Nu Eta, the

Citrus College Chapter of

Phi Theta Kappa, were re-

sponsible for organizing the

convention and selecting

the keynote speaker, Dr.

Bijan Nemati.  

Dr. Nemati discussed his

most recent project, SIM

PlanetQuest.  A senior engi-

neer at the Jet Propulsion

Laboratory, he is currently

investigating a broad range

of topics in astronomy and

astrophysics.

Dr. Arvid Spor, vice presi-

dent of student services and

interim vice president of ac-

ademic affairs at Citrus

College, provided welcome

remarks at the convention.

In his remarks, he used

Beta Nu Eta’s success in

implementing the Citrus

College Completion Corps

to illustrate the importance

and power of the interna-

tional honor society.

“You are all part of this or-

ganization because of your

intellect, hard work, and

dedication.  Individually, you

each have a promising fu-

ture ahead of you.  But to-

gether, you can transform

the world,” he told the as-

sembled group of several

hundred students.  “That is

the beauty of Phi Theta

Kappa.  And, that is the

beauty of this event.”

More than 100 students rewarded for academic achievement

“

“Dr. ArviD Spor, vice preSiDent of StuDent ServiceS

AnD interim vice preSiDent of AcADemic AffAirS

you are all part of this organization
because of your intellect, hard work, 
and dedication.  individually, you each

have a promising future ahead of you.  
But together, you can 
transform the world.

morE ThAn 100 sCholAr BAllErs wErE CongrATulATEd By wEll wishErs, inCluding suPErinTEndEnT/

PrEsidEnT gErAldinE m. PErri, And CiTrus CommuniTy CollEgE disTriCT BoArd of TrusTEE PrEsidEnT

PATriCiA A. rAsmussEn And mEmBErs JoAnnE monTgomEry, BArBArA r. diCKErson,  And susAn m. KEiTh

following A rECEnT CErEmony hEld in fEBruAry.
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Citrus College will be hosting a Sabbatical

Forum on Wednesday, April 2 at 2:45 p.m. in

the Center for Innovation Community Room.

During the event, two Citrus College faculty

members will present their findings from the

work they conducted while on sabbatical.

Dyane Duffy, an instructor in the Fine Arts

Department, spent her sabbatical research-

ing new techniques, applications, and inno-

vations with paint and other art materials.

As a result, she created lessons for her

Citrus College classes, wrote two additional

classes for the Art Department, and pro-

duced an exhibition of artwork by Citrus

College graduates that is currently on dis-

play in the Hayden Memorial Library Art

Gallery.

“This sabbatical has made me a more ef-

fective teacher because I have updated my-

self about all of the new methods and

techniques introduced to the art industry,”

she said.

Carsten Dau, language arts instructor,

spent his sabbatical designing a program

where Citrus College students enrolled in

transfer level composition courses will col-

laborate with students enrolled in similar

level courses at a state college or university.

As a result, he has worked out specific as-

signment details with instructors at

California State University, San Diego and

California State Polytechnic University,

Pomona.  He has also obtained commit-

ments from instructors at the University of

California Santa Cruz and California State

University, Chico.

“My project is running this semester, and I

hope to use it as a platform to promote col-

laboration, not just among California college

and college-bound students, but between

colleagues who teach at different levels of

California’s Master Plan for Education,” Dau

said.

faculty members to Present sabbatical results

faculty member to write for major Publication
Dale Salwak is a teacher

who writes and a writer who

teaches—and the synergy be-

tween the two professions is

magic.

For more than 40 years,

Salwak has taught English at

Citrus College. During that time

he has also published numer-

ous books, all while pursuing

his avocation, magic. Known as

“The Gentleman of Magic,”

Salwak has performed through-

out the country and around the

world, including three trips to

North Korea.

Being accomplished in three

demanding professions, each

one competing for his time and

passion, could present a

dilemma. However, Salwak’s

students and colleagues at

Citrus College would no doubt

claim teaching is his first love—

an assertion with which he

would likely agree. 

Salwak says, “Teaching is a

big part of my life...It feeds my

writing and me in so many

ways.” 

For the past six years,

Salwak has written columns for

the Times Higher Education, a

supplement to The London

Times. Recently, he was invited

to produce a monthly column

for its sister publication, the

Times Educational Supplement.

“They’ve given me the flexibility

to talk to readers about what it’s

like to be an educator in

America through my observa-

tions and thoughts…” he said. 

It seems like a dream assign-

ment for this life-long educator

who loves to write. Or, maybe

it’s just magic.

fACulTy

mEmBErs

dyAnE duffy

And CArsTEn

dAu will

PrEsEnT ThE

findings

from ThEir

rECEnT

sABBATiCAl

lEAVEs

during A

sPECiAl

forum in

APril.

fACulTy mEmBEr dAlE

sAlwAK will BE wriTing A

rEgulAr Column for An

EduCATionAl suPPlEmEnT

ProduCEd By the lonDon

timeS.

“

“

DAle SAlwAk,

citruS college engliSh inStructor

Teaching is a
big part of my

life...it feeds my
writing and me in

so many ways.
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Citrus College hosts science day for glendora unified

local middle school students Explore College majors and Career Paths

Nearly 30 elementary-

and middle-school stu-

dents from the Glendora

Unified School District

were given hands-on sci-

ence lessons that included

building model rockets,

catapults and projectiles

during a recent Citrus

College RISE Team’s

Science and Technology

Day fundraiser.

Composed of 22 sci-

ence, technology, engi-

neering and math (STEM)

students, the Citrus

College Research in

Science and Engineering

(RISE) team successfully

raised close to $2,000 to

help fund its current and

future research and out-

reach efforts.

“I am proud of the suc-

cess of our RISE students

and their role in helping to

establish Citrus College as

a STEM-rich institution

that not only promotes the

sciences on campus, but

also encourages our com-

munity’s K-12 students to

be creative learners, em-

brace physics and have

fun at the same time,” said

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.

The RISE program’s

three interdisciplinary

groups include the Rocket

Owls, who are building a

rocket for the NASA

Student Launch competi-

tion in April; the Space

Owls, who are building an

energy-efficient vehicle for

the Shell Eco-marathon

competition in May; and

the CAPE Owls, who are

launching a weather bal-

loon into the Alaskan at-

mosphere to study sounds

emitted by the aurora bo-

realis in April.

Azusa’s eighth graders

have embarked on the road

to college completion, thanks

to the collaborative efforts of

Citrus College, Azusa Pacific

University (APU), and

California State Polytechnic

University, Pomona.

The three colleges partici-

pated in the third annual

Eighth Grade Majors Fair,

held at the Memorial Park

Recreation Center in Azusa.

The event, which is organ-

ized by APU, aims to encour-

age eighth graders to pursue

higher education opportuni-

ties and expose them to a

variety of career paths be-

fore they enter high school.

“Coming together with our

fellow institutions allows us

to inspire Azusa youth, foster

their aspirations and get

them excited about their fu-

tures,” said Ivon McCraven,

coordinator of School Rela-

tions and Outreach, who was

Citrus College’s primary liai-

son for the event.

More than 700 eighth

graders from Center Middle

School, Slauson Middle

School, and St. Frances of

Rome School participated in

the event.  Citrus College

faculty, students and staff

were stationed at tables rep-

resenting seven of the col-

lege’s academic

programs—history, biology,

psychology, emergency

medical services, physics,

recording arts and emerging

theater technologies.  The

college staff provided an

overview of the majors, an-

swered the eighth graders’

questions, and guided them

through a series of subject-

related, interactive activities.

dr. Cliff hAdsEll (righT), EmErgEnCy mEdiCAl TEChniCiAn (EmT)

ProgrAm insTruCTor, sPEAKs To EighTh grAdE mAJor fAir PArTiC-

iPAnTs ABouT ThE EmT mAJor And CArEErs in ThE fiEld.

CiTrus CollEgE sTudEnT susAn Vong worKs

wiTh A young glEndorA rEsidEnT during A

rECEnT fundrAisEr for ThE CiTrus CollEgE

risE TEAm.


