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As Citrus College 

approaches the end of the

2013-2014 academic year,

these last few days of the 

semester provide us with

the opportunity to applaud

the academic achievement

of our students and cele-

brate our success as a 

nationally-recognized 

institution.

In this last issue of the

Citrus View for 2013-2014,

we highlight several recent

college events. From award

ceremonies and receptions

to community events and

special recognitions, these

festivities allow us to

acknowledge our many

accomplishments.

In addition, the end of the

academic year is a time of

celebration as our students

reach their educational and

career goals. Their success

is our success, so thank

you for all you do to make

Citrus College a College of

Completion!

Celebrating Our 
Accomplishments

Awards Ceremony Celebrates Success
On May 29, more than 100

students were recognized for

their outstanding achievement

in academics, athletics, and

leadership during the 51st

Annual Achievement Awards

Ceremony held at the Haugh

Performing Arts Center. 

The top honors of the

evening went to Alejandra

Morales, the 2014 Woman of

the Year, and Tyler Hernandez,

the 2014 Man of the Year.

Both students were com-

mended for their academic ac-

complishments, leadership,

and contributions to the Citrus

College community.

Receiving the 2014 Key of

Knowledge awards, which are

bestowed on 10 students who

have achieved the college’s

highest academic perform-

ance, were Chelsea Paredes,

Carolyn Foote, Hiromi Aono,

Jose Pacheco, Joshua

Guerrero, Samantha

Angoncillo, Carlos De La

Torre, Sara White, Sherena

Goins, and Paola Parjares.

Paramee Suwantanma

(golf), Sara Moore (softball),

and Chris Reyes (men’s

basketball) received the 2014

Athletes of the Year awards. In

addition, more than 80

students who demonstrated

high academic performance in

a Citrus College academic pro-

gram were presented with the

Distinguished Student Award.

“On behalf of the Citrus

College community, I congrat-

ulate our students who re-

ceived the college’s highest

honors,” said Superintendent/

President Geraldine M. Perri,

Ph.D.  “They are exceptional

achievers who have earned an

important place in the institu-

tion’s legacy.”
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Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR DAVE MILBRANDT (LEFT) PRESENTED TYLER HERNANDEZ (CENTER LEFT) WITH THE CITRUS

COLLEGE MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD, AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES SUPERVISOR ADRIENNE THOMPSON (RIGHT)

PRESENTED ALEJANDRA MORALES (CENTER RIGHT) WITH THE CITRUS COLLEGE WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD.

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President
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In a recent report issued by

the Public Policy Institute of

California (PPIC), Citrus

College was recognized as

being a leader in granting

Associate in Arts for Transfer

(AA-T) and Associate in

Science for Transfer (AS-T)

degrees.

The purpose of the PPIC

report was to evaluate the

progress of the state’s 112

community colleges in devel-

oping associate degrees for

transfer (AD-T), as mandated

by the Student Transfer

Achievement Reform Act of

2010.  

The report examined the

number of transfer degrees

awarded since the 2011-2012

academic year, the first year

the degrees were offered.

Having awarded a total of 270

transfer degrees during this

two-year span, Citrus College

ranks an impressive third in

the state, alongside Diablo

Valley College.  

“There is considerable vari-

ation across the colleges in

the number of AA-T/AS-T

degrees awarded, with none

awarded in 2012-2013 at 10

colleges and fewer than 10

degrees awarded at another

25 colleges, but more than

250 [each] awarded at

Pasadena City, Fullerton,

Citrus, and Diablo Valley,”

the report says.

“Being recognized as a

leader in this effort is excep-

tional,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/

president of Citrus College.

“This is one more validation

that Citrus College truly is a

College of Completion.”

College Hosts K-14 Education Forum
Citrus College was the

host of a K-14 Education

Forum on the topic of

“Integrating K-12 and Citrus

College Curriculum to

Support College Readiness

and Completion” on May 23,

2014. The college’s K-12

unified school district (USD)

partners, including board

members, superintendents,

high school principals, and

administrators, attended the

morning breakfast and work-

shops to share information

and brainstorm ideas on

ways to improve their

students’ college readiness. 

The impetus of the forum

were the Citrus College

Strategic Plan objectives and

the 2014 Student Success

Scorecard. The Scorecard

showed that for students

entering the college as

freshmen, 18.7 percent were

prepared for college-level

work, while an astonishing

81.3 percent were underpre-

pared. This information

comes at a time when K-12

school districts are imple-

menting the new Common

Core Standards that, among

other things, seek to ensure

that students are prepared for

success in their future aca-

demic endeavors. 

During interactive work-

shops, Citrus College board

members, faculty and staff also

joined in the discussions on

ways to improve students’

readiness for college. Presenta-

tions were provided by Nancy

S. Brownell, Senior Fellow for

Common Core Systems Imple-

mentation for the California

Department of Education, and

Coleen Maldonado, K-16

School-College Partnership

Consultant.

“This was a wonderful

opportunity to come together

and share ideas on how best

to prepare our future students

for academic success,”

stated Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president of

Citrus College.

DR. GERALDINE M. PERRI AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WELCOMED

GUEST SPEAKERS COLEEN MALDONADO (BOTTOM ROW, CENTER LEFT) AND

NANCY S. BROWNELL (BOTTOM ROW, CENTER RIGHT) TO CITRUS COLLEGE’S K-14

EDUCATION FORUM.

Citrus Recognized as Leader in Awarding Transfer Degrees

THE PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE OF

CALIFORNIA RECENTLY RECOGNIZED

CITRUS COLLEGE AS BEING A

LEADER IN GRANTING ASSOCIATE

DEGREES FOR TRANSFER, WHICH

GUARANTEE ADMISSION TO CALIFOR-

NIA STATE UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONS.

“

“

Being recognized 

as a leader in this 

effort is exceptional.

This is one more 

validation that    

Citrus College 

truly is a 

College of Completion.

DR. GERALDINE M. PERRI

SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT



The Associated Students of Citrus

College (ASCC) recently hosted their

24th Annual Springfest extravaganza.

Every year, this week-long celebration

is an eagerly-anticipated and very popular

event organized by the student leaders of

the ASCC Executive Board.  This year’s

Springfest 2014 was held Monday, May 5

through Thursday, May 8, with each day

featuring a variation of the theme,

“Carnival.”

The festivities began on Monday with a

fun-filled “Casino Day.”  Held from 11 a.m.

to 3 p.m. in the Campus Center, students

gambled with fake casino chips to win a

real prize:  an Asus Tablet.  Faculty and

staff also joined in the excitement by vol-

unteering as blackjack dealers.

The event continued on Tuesday with

an 11:30 a.m. performance by Hypnotist

Mike Mezmer in the East Wing of the

Campus Center.  During the show,

Mezmer convinced student participants

that they were competing on the televi-

sion game show, “Survivor.”

Wednesday served as Club Day, where

college clubs went head-to-head in a vari-

ety of carnival-themed competitions.

The celebration culminated on

Thursday, otherwise known as “Carnival

Day.”  Students who showed their ASCC

stickers were treated to free corndogs

and amusements.  There were also ven-

dors selling carnival food and Longboards

Vintage Ice Cream.  Faculty and staff

joined the fun by serving as targets at the

popular dunk booth.

Springfest 2014 was highly successful.

In fact, organizers said this year’s turnout

was much greater than what they have

experienced in the past.

“Springfest provides a wonderful oppor-

tunity for Citrus College students to make

connections with their peers, have fun,

and relieve stress,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president.  “It also

enhances their college experience by

creating lifelong memories.”
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Students

ASCC Hosts Annual Spring Event

Student Newspaper Staff Wins Big at Conference
A commitment to finding and telling a

story and the challenges of getting the

word out were all part of the excitement

at the Journalism Association of

Community Colleges’ (JACC) 59th

annual state convention in April. The

annual conference also honored the

best in student journalism among Cali-

fornia’s community colleges, and Citrus

College won big!

In the student competitions, the

Citrus College delegation brought

home seven individual and team

awards, as well as a General

Excellence recognition, which is the

highest honor in the state, for the

Clarion website: ccclarion.com. The

recognition of the digital Clarion is

especially impressive, as it includes all

of the content of the print edition plus

several online exclusives produced by

student publications classes.

The many activities during the three-

day convention included more than 50

workshops offered by professionals,

including two by Citrus College instruc-

tors.  

Waleed Rashidi, who teaches

speech and multimedia reporting,

presented a popular workshop called

"The Rock 'n' Roll Reporter.” Stacy K.

Long, who teaches public relations,

conducted a primetime workshop enti-

tled, "The Public Relations/Journalism

Connection: How to Get What You

Need to Do Your Job." 

Citrus College was represented at

the convention by 12 communications

students, two adjunct professors, and

journalism instructor and student

advisor Margeret O’Neil.

JERRY CAPWELL (CENTER), ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS, WAS ONE OF

SEVERAL STAFF MEMBERS WHO VOLUNTEERED AS

BLACKJACK DEALERS DURING SPRINGFEST.

“

“

All of us benefitted  

from the extraordinary

learning experience.

We are already looking

forward to attending the

60th annual JACC

convention next year in

Sacramento.

MARGARET O’NEIL

CLARION ADVISOR
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The Citrus College com-

munity recently remembered

Van Halen, The Breakfast

Club, the Rubik’s Cube, and

Madonna as they travelled

back to the 1980’s to thank

Citrus College staff at the an-

nual Staff Appreciation

Breakfast.

The fun affair was hosted

by the Citrus Community

College District Board of

Trustees, Superintendent/

President Geraldine M. Perri,

Ph.D., the Citrus College

Management and Supervisor/

Confidential teams, and the

Citrus College Foundation on

Friday, May 30.

From 7 a.m. to 9 a.m., a

delicious breakfast was

served to Citrus College staff

by supervisors and man-

agers.  A highlight of the

event was the hilarious lip

sync contest, during which

cabinet members, managers,

supervisors, and other brave

souls belted out the hits of

the 1980s in front of a highly

entertained crowd.

“I offer my deepest grati-

tude to the wonderful Citrus

College staff,” Dr. Perri said in

her welcome remarks, which

incorporated references to

many 1980s movies.

In addition to the breakfast,

a Staff Appreciation Pizza

Lunch for the evening custo-

dial staff was held later in the

afternoon in the Faculty/Staff

Lounge.

Annual Breakfast Held to Honor Staff

College Honors Newly Tenured Faculty, Retirees
Two highly acclaimed

events in academia were re-

cently celebrated at Citrus

College, retirement and the

granting of tenure.  At this

year’s Retiree/Tenured

Faculty Reception, which

took place on May 27, 2014,

the Citrus College community

gathered to celebrate faculty

members who have been

granted tenure and to say

“farewell and thank you,” to

six faculty members, four

classified employees and one

administrator who have re-

cently retired or will do so by

the end of the academic year.

Among the ranks of the re-

tirees recognized for their

many contributions to Citrus

College and its students

were: Darrell Carr, Maia

Greenwell Cunningham,

Cheryl Greer, Joseph Harvey,

Carol Horton, Cheryl John-

son, Grace Lucido, Mike

Merandi, Vince Mercurio,

Margaret Trujillo, and Lorry

Williams. Collectively, they

represent 222 years of dedi-

cated service to Citrus

College.

Those faculty members

who were granted tenure for

demonstrating a mastery of

their discipline, their commit-

ment to high standards, and

most importantly, their dedica-

tion to the success of Citrus

College students were: Sarah

Bosler, Lanette Granger,

Maria Morrish and Raul

Sanchez.

While the Annual

Retiree/Tenured Faculty

Reception marks two very dif-

ferent career milestones, one

thing all honorees have in

common is that each one has

played a distinct role in help-

ing the college become a

nationally-recognized leader

in community college educa-

tion and in making Citrus

College a  College of

Completion.

THIS YEAR’S STAFF APPRECIATION BREAKFAST HAD A 1980’S THEME,

WHICH SET THE TONE FOR AN ENTERTAINING EVENT. 

80’s Theme Sets the Tone for a Fun-filled Event

BOARD PRESIDENT PATRICIA A. 

RASMUSSEN AND SUPERINTENDENT/

PRESIDENT GERALDINE M. PERRI, PH.D.

CONGRATULATE THE 2014 TENURED

FACULTY.
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Local Students Encouraged to Pursue Higher Education

Local Leaders Tour Citrus College
Twenty-one Monrovia city

officials and community lead-

ers visited Citrus College on

Friday, April 25 for “Monrovia

Day at Citrus College.”  

The event was hosted by

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.

and Ms. Joanne Montgomery,

Vice President of the Citrus

Community  College District

Board of Trustees.  The

guests included representa-

tives from Monrovia’s gov-

ernment, education, and

volunteer sectors.

“It was an honor to host

these influential leaders of

Monrovia,” said Dr. Perri.

“The Monrovia community

has consistently supported

Citrus College’s mission of

student success and comple-

tion, and we look forward to

furthering this partnership.”

The visit included a tour of

the college campus, where

the guests stopped at Auto

Technology, Cosmetology,

the STEM Center, and the

Veterans Center for an

overview of their programs.  

At the end of the tour, the

community leaders and their

hosts gathered for lunch in

the Student Services

Building.  

During lunch, Dr. Perri

gave an update on recent

college successes; John

Vaughan, interim director of

the Haugh Performing Arts

Center, presented an update

of the Fine and Performing

Arts Program; and Fred

Diamond, director of facilities

and construction, updated

the guests on the Measure G

Bond  projects.

“MONROVIA DAY AT CITRUS COLLEGE” TOOK PLACE ON FRIDAY, APRIL

25 AND INVOLVED A COLLEGE TOUR AND LUNCH.  TWENTY-ONE CITY

OFFICIALS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS PARTICIPATED.

Citrus College wants to ensure that

every young student in the local commu-

nity knows that going to college is not an

unreachable feat and that education can

change lives.

The college, in partnership with the

Canyon City Foundation, presented its

sixth annual “Café Con Leche” event from

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 17. The

program, which drew more than 200

Azusa Unified School District high school

students and their parents, is aimed at em-

powering at-risk students and inspiring

plans for a brighter future.

“This was an absolutely wonderful

event,” said Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. “My hope is that

the students were able to benefit im-

menseley from hearing encouraging sto-

ries and were empowered to explore the

various resources available to them.” 

The program included a welcome by

Azusa Mayor Joe Rocha, and State Sen.

Dr. Ed Hernandez, a first-generation

college student, delivered the keynote

address. It was followed by workshops on 

the affordability of a community college

education and accessibility of the

resources available at Citrus College,

including associate degrees, certificates,

transfer degrees and ESL programs for

parents.

Hernandez shared his experiences as a

college student and urged the young par-

ticipants to make education their priority.

The event concluded with a special

tribute to educator Jaime Escalante,

immortalized in the 1988 film “Stand and

Deliver,” by his former student, Leticia

Rodriguez, who is now an engineer at

Honeywell. 

“This event is such a fantastic example

of how our campus community comes to-

gether to support our local young men and

women in their efforts to go to college,”

said Joanne Hinojosa, EOP&S/CARE

Supervisor and the creator of the event.

CAFE CON LECHE WAS CREATED BY JOANNE

HINOJOSA, EXTENDED OPPORTUNITIES PRO-

GRAMS AND SERVICES/COOPERATIVE AGENCIES

RESOURCES FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM

(EOP&S/CARE) SUPERVISOR. 


