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This is a momentous time

for Citrus College.  As we

commemorate 100 years of

academic excellence, it is a

time to reflect on the past,

celebrate the present, and

focus on the future.  Our

Centennial year will truly be

special!

Throughout this academic

year, the Citrus View will

showcase events and activi-

ties that make Citrus College

shine.  Our institutional

achievements, community

involvement, hard-working

students and dedicated fac-

ulty and staff will be high-

lighted.  We will also take

time to remember the people

and events that helped

shape Citrus College into the

outstanding institution it is

today.

This time of great celebra-

tion is one more demonstra-

tion of how exciting it is to be

part of the Citrus College

community! 

Celebrating Our
Centennial

Exciting Celebration Planned
From an All Class Reunion

and Homecoming Game to

face painting and a car show,

the Citrus College Centennial

Celebration will have some-

thing for everyone.

The event, which is being

held in the Citrus College

Stadium Parking Lot on Satur-

day, October 11, 2014, will

begin with an All-Class Reunion

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Alumni

from every year are invited to

attend the special luncheon,

where, for $19.15, they will re-

ceive lunch, a special pin com-

memorating the event, and

admission to the Homecoming

Game.  For tickets and informa-

tion, contact the Citrus College

Foundation at (626) 914-8825.

The celebration will continue

from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. with fes-

tivities that will include a “100

Years of the Automobile” Car

Show, a “Citrus College

Through the Years” history

exhibit, a business expo, live

music, and food trucks.

Special kids’ activities, such as

face painting and science

experiments, are also planned.

Admission is free.

The fun-filled day will con-

clude with the 2014 Citrus

College Homecoming Game,

during which the Fighting Owls

will face off against the

Bakersfield College

Renegades.  A special half-

time show honoring our

nation’s military veterans will be

performed by the Citrus

College Pop Rock music group

and the Citrus Singers.

“When we first began dis-

cussing how the college could

properly commemorate its cen-

tennial year, one of our many

goals was to create an event

that would be fun and exciting

for the entire community,” said

Dr. Lucinda Over, dean of

counseling and Centennial

Celebration co-chair. “This cele-

bration will bring our faculty,

staff, students, alumni and sur-

rounding communities together

to have a good time while hon-

oring the legacy of Citrus

College.  It is going to be

incredible!”

www.citruscollege.edu

View

Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
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Information, like 
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Facebook!
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News

Citrus College classrooms

were filled with excitement as

nearly 13,000 students at-

tended the first day of the fall

2014 semester on August 25.

In addition to the flurry of ac-

tivity and camaraderie that de-

fines the beginning of an

academic year, the enthusi-

asm surrounding the college’s

Centennial was also evident.

“Not only will Citrus College

continue to be incredibly suc-

cessful in offering students

every opportunity to help them

achieve their educational and

career goals, but the institu-

tion will also be engaging in

events and activities that

honor its stellar 100-year

legacy ” said Superinten-

dent/President Geraldine M.

Perri, Ph.D.

This semester, more than

60 class sections were added,

and 41 classes are now

offered on Fridays and Satur-

days to accomodate students’

diverse schedules.

“I am thrilled that the col-

lege is able to offer additional

class sections and flexibility in

the academic schedule,” Dr.

Perri said.  “We take great

pride in being a College of

Completion, and I commend

the faculty and staff whose

diligent and creative efforts

paved the way for these new

class offerings.”

Citrus College student Lori

Smith  was enthusiastic about

the first week of classes and

excited to start the new aca-

demic year.

“I like Citrus College; it’s a

community,” said Smith, an

early childhood education

major who plans to transfer to

the University of La Verne and

become a teacher.  “The col-

lege has so many resources

available to students, and the

faculty have a lot to offer.”

Centennial Spotlight:  Local Business Supports Construction Project

The support of business

and industry partners has al-

ways been significant to the

development and growth of

Citrus College.  Throughout

the institution’s 100-year

history, there have been nu-

merous examples of local

businesses playing a vital

role in institutional progress

and success.  One of the

more unique stories involves

Dr. Floyd Hayden, the first

president of Citrus College,

and the construction of a

swimming pool.

In Alfred Paul Clark’s book

Citrus Speaks, the story of

Citrus College’s first swim-

ming pool is recounted by Dr.

Glenn Vaniman, the second

president of Citrus College.

According to Vaniman, the

pool had been promised to

the college’s students after

the passage of a $300,000

bond measure in 1920.  How-

ever, the purchase of land

and construction of an audito-

rium, gymnasium, cafeteria,

and track left funds depleted.

“[Dr. Hayden] called in the

architect and said, ‘We prom-

ised the students that we

would have a swimming pool.

Where are we going to get

the money?’” Vaniman re-

called.  “The architect said

that the only way that we

[could] save any money [was]

not to paint the outside of the

buildings.”

Following this advice

saved Citrus College a cou-

ple thousand dollars, but not

enough to completely finance

construction of the pool.

“So, [Dr. Hayden] called up

a local cement man and said,

‘We’d like to have a pool of

such and such dimensions,

what will it cost?’ [And the

man said] ‘How much money

do you have?” Vaniman said.

After learning of the col-

lege’s miniscule budget, the

businessman spent several

days thinking about the proj-

ect.  Eventually, he visited Dr.

Hayden and agreed to con-

struct the pool anyway.

In the end, Dr. Hayden’s

positive relationship with local

business owners made the

pool possible.  In fact, the

new pool quickly became the

envy of surrounding schools.

New Academic Year Off To A Great Start

Remembering
Citrus College’s Past

STUDENTS WALK THROUGH THE CAMPUS CENTER QUAD ON THE FIRST DAY

OF FALL SEMESTER 2014.



Citrus College Student Mayra

Marchington was honored by

Assemblymember Roger

Hernandez (D-West Covina)

during the 7th Annual Assembly

Veterans Recognition Luncheon

this summer.

Assemblymember Hernandez

named Marchington, a former

staff sergeant in the United

States Marine Corps, as the

48th Assembly District Veteran

of the Year.  The 48th District in-

cludes the cities of Azusa,

Baldwin Park, Bradbury, City of

Industry, Covina, Duarte, El

Monte, Glendora, Irwindale,

Monrovia, West Covina and the

unincorporated communities of

Bassett, Charter Oak, East

Arcadia, Ramona, Royal Oaks,

and Valinda.

Marchington enlisted in the

military after losing a loved one

in the September 11, 2001,

terrorist attack in New York.  She

served for nine years and seven

months, ending her military ca-

reer in December 2011.

“[When deployed,] watching

the first casualty brings a differ-

ent perspective to life,”

Marchington said in a video pro-

duced by Citrus College that

was presented at the 2010

White House Summit on

Community Colleges.  “It makes

you not take things for granted.”

After serving in the military,

Marchington enrolled at Citrus

College.  Now a graduate, she

already earned associate de-

grees.  However, she continues

to attend Citrus College in pur-

suit of an Associate in Science

for Transfer degree in elemen-

tary education.

“My plans are to transfer to a

four-year university and obtain a

Bachelor of Arts degree and

teaching credentials.  I would

like to earn a Master of Arts

degree, as well,” she said.  “I

plan to continue serving our

great nation by becoming a

teacher.”

“I was blessed to be inspired

by many teachers and mentors,”

she added.  “When I am an

educator, I hope that I can do

the same.”
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Citrus College Student Veteran Honored

Reception Celebrates “A Century of Scholarship”
An impressive gathering of Citrus

College students were recently honored

at the Citrus College Foundation’s fifth

annual Scholarship Reception.  

In observance of the college’s

Centennial, the Foundation and the col-

lege community celebrated “A Century

of Scholarship,” presenting 61 awards

to nearly 200 recipients.  

These students are currently focus-

ing on college completion and aspiring

to enter fields that include science,

technology, education, architecture, and

business.  

The honorees benefited from the

generosity of the donors who contribute

to Citrus College Foundation scholar-

ships.  The dedicated efforts of the

Associated Students of Citrus College,

the Foundation, and the Financial Aid

Department also made the event possi-

ble. 

Nine new scholarships were added

this year, many of them established by

Citrus College faculty and staff in honor

of their family members and colleagues.

The scholarships were awarded to

students at various stages of their col-

lege journey: new transfers to four-year

colleges and universities; students con-

tinuing their education at Citrus College;

and recent high school graduates be-

ginning their higher education journey.

“Citrus College, from its beginning,

has championed and rewarded aca-

demic achievement,” noted Superinten-

dent/President Geraldine M. Perri,

Ph.D.  “The students who were honored

personify the college’s commitment to

completion and excellence, and they

deserve our heartfelt congratulations.”

STUDENT AMANDA JONES (RIGHT) RECEIVED A

SCHOLARSHIP AT THE FIFTH ANNUAL SCHOLAR-

SHIP RECEPTION.  SHE IS PICTURED WITH CITRUS

COLLEGE FACULTY MEMBER DR. GINA HOGAN.

To watch Mayra Marchington 
in the Citrus College 

Veterans Program Video: 
(click here)

MAYRA MARCHINGTON
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& Staff

Six talented new faculty members were

among those recently celebrating the start

of the fall 2014 semester at Citrus College.

These incredibly accomplished profes-

sionals join more than 150 instructors who

are dedicated to student achievement.  To-

gether, they continue Citrus College’s 100-

year legacy of academic excellence and

high-quality instruction.

“Citrus College is delighted to welcome

six exceptional educators who have

demonstrated a passion for teaching and a

commitment to student success.  They

represent a broad spectrum of disciplines

that address many of the college’s priori-

ties, such as career preparation, transfer,

and completion,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president.  “These

outstanding individuals will play a vital role

in helping Citrus College continue to ad-

vance its College of Completion initiative.”

Shellyn Aguirre is a new full-time coun-

selor in the Citrus College Disabled

Student Programs and Services (DSP&S)

Program.  Jennifer D’Amato is a new full-

time faculty member in the Registered

Nursing Program.  Natalie Desimone joins

the Citrus College Counseling Department

as its newest full-time counselor.  Anson

Hsin is a new full-time biology instructor.

Renee Liskey is a new full-time dance

instructor.  And, Cheryl Swatek is a new

faculty member in kinesiology.

“Our six new, full-time, tenure-track

faculty members bring a wealth of experi-

ence and knowledge to Citrus College.

They exhibit a mastery of their discipline,

an impressive energy, and an infectious

enthusiasm that will benefit the institution

now and well into the future,” said Dr.

Patricia A. Rasmussen, president of the

Citrus Community College District Board of

Trustees.

Citrus College Welcomes New Faculty

Claudia Pohl has

been an active member

of the American Dental

Assistants Association

(ADAA) for more than

40 years.  She joined

the professional associ-

ation for dental assis-

tants after receiving a

scholarship from her

local chapter in 1973.

Since that time, she has

served in a variety of po-

sitions within the organi-

zation, including national

president.  

It was in her role as

ADAA president that

Pohl recently travelled to

China as a guest of the

Guangdong and

Zhejiang Dental

Societies.

“It was an intense,

busy trip that included

some time to enjoy the

culture and people in

each city,” Pohl said.

“We experienced the

very best of Chinese

hospitality.”

Pohl’s first stop was

Guangzhou, where she

and an ADAA colleague

visited the Guangdong

Provincial Dental

Hospital.  While there,

they met with leaders of

the hospital dental staff,

discussed common

practices, and toured the

facility.  They also made

presentations to a class

of more than 90 dental

assistants and con-

ducted hands-on clinics.

“We were a bit unsure

about lecturing with a

translator, but quickly

settled in,” Pohl recalls.

“There was much dis-

cussion and many ques-

tions from the dental

assistants as we shared

information with each

other.”

After Guangzhou,

Pohl travelled to

Hangzhou.  Once again,

they made presentations

and conducted hands-

on clinics.

“Everyone expressed

their gratitude for our

presence and willing-

ness to share informa-

tion,” Pohl said.  “They

quickly recognized areas

of weakness in their

practice and showed an

openness to change.”

According to Pohl, the

trip was extremely suc-

cessful.  In fact, the

Guandong Dental

Society has extended an

invitation for an ADAA

representative to return

in 2015 for its next an-

nual meeting.

“It is an exciting time

as we developed new

relationships and had

the opportunity to share

our knowledge,” Pohl

said.  “Knowledge pro-

vides the opportunity to

affect change.  In this

case, it has the potential

to advance and enhance

dental assisting in an-

other country.”

Faculty Member Shares Knowledge in China

CLAUDIA POHL

TOP ROW FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  SHELLYN

AGUIRRE, JENNIFER D’AMATO, AND NATALIE

DESIMONE.  BOTTOM ROW FROM LEFT TO

RIGHT:  ANSON HSIN, RENEE LISKEY, AND

CHERYL SWATEK.
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Citrus College Collaborates With Local Elementary School
Citrus College and La Fetra Elemen-

tary School have joined forces to provide

a fun and creative learning opportunity for

several Glendora youngsters.

The new program, known as the Jr.

Rocket Owls, began in July 2014.  It in-

volves fifth graders from La Fetra Ele-

mentary School designing, building and

flying model rockets.  

Every month, the participants work in

teams under the leadership of rocketry-

certified Citrus College students.  The

year-long program will culminate with the

May 2015 launch of a three-foot tall

rocket to a projected altitude of more than

1,200 feet.

“Our Rocket Owls team meets with the

fifth graders from La Fetra one Saturday

a month at Citrus College,” explained

Lucia Riderer, physics instructor and

Rocket Owls advisor.  “During these

meetings, the Citrus College students

teach the elementary school students

about physics and the mathematics of

rocketry.  They also show them how to

use the computer software that predicts

a rocket’s flight, and the microcontrollers

that are used for scientific payloads of

rockets.”

In addition to encouraging an interest

in science, the Jr. Rocket Owls Program

is designed to enhance the teamwork

and communication skills of the partici-

pating elementary school students.  The

experience will conclude with an Award

Ceremony during which the teams will

present professional posters and Power-

Point presentations that they have cre-

ated throughout the year.

“The Jr. Rocket Owls is a wonderful

addition to Citrus College’s many STEM

activities,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president.

The Jr. Rocket Owls Program is

funded by the Citrus College Foundation

and an anonymous donor from Glendora.

In addition, the monthly meetings are

supported by seven local businesses.

Campus Safety Officer Lauded for Heroism
Citrus College Campus

Safety Officer Todd Dickson be-

came a hero on August 5, 2014.

Dickson’s afternoon shift

began with the normal assign-

ments and duties of his work

routine.  That all changed when

he responded to a two-vehicle

collision at the corner of Foothill

Boulevard and Citrus Avenue,

near the west entrance of the

campus.  Dickson was called to

the scene of the accident where

he observed smoke, flames,

and gasoline emitting from one

of the vehicles.

Dickson discovered a pas-

senger in the vehicle who was

trapped behind her airbag.

Acting quickly, he removed her

from the car before it became

engulfed in flames.

As a result of his brave re-

sponse to a frightening and

dangerous traffic accident,

Dickson saved a life – an action

that resulted in honors from

both the Citrus Community

College District Board of

Trustees and the Glendora

Community Coordinating

Council (GCCC).

“The Citrus College commu-

nity is extremely proud of and

profoundly grateful to Officer

Dickson for his selfless act of

heroism,” said Superintendent/

President  Geraldine M. Perri,

Ph.D. “Officer Dickson’s willing-

ness to risk his own safety fully

reflects his exemplary character

and his concern for the safety of

others.”  

At its August meeting, the

Citrus College Board of

Trustees presented Dickson

with a certificate of recognition

commending him for acting

“quickly and selflessly to protect

life and ensure public safety,”

actions that “upheld the mis-

sion, vision, and values of

Citrus College.”  And, on

September 8, Dickson was hon-

ored by the GCCC as the

Humanitarian Service Award re-

cipient for September.

Dickson, who is now in his

fifth year as a Citrus College

employee, regarded his actions

with modesty and grace.

“I just did what I thought

needed to be done,” he

recalled.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  BEN MACIAS, INTERIM CAMPUS SAFETY SUPERVISOR;

DR. MARTHA MCDONALD, INTERIM EXECUTIVE DEAN; DR. BARBARA

DICKERSON, CITRUS COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CLERK/SECRETARY; VIRGINIA DICKSON, TODD’S MOTHER; TODD DICKSON,

CAMPUS SAFETY OFFICER; DR. PATRICIA RASMUSSEN, CITRUS COMMUNITY

COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRESIDENT; AND DR. ARVID SPOR,

VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT SERVICES AND INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT OF

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS.

THE 2014 JR. ROCKET OWLS


