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This month, the Citrus

College community will pause

to celebrate the Thanksgiving

holiday.  While this special

season allows us to connect

with family and friends, it also

reminds us to reflect on our

accomplishments.  And, the

Citrus View provides a perfect

opportunity to do just this.

The articles featured in this

month’s issue highlight the

many ways that Citrus

College faculty, staff and stu-

dents strive to achieve aca-

demic excellence.  From

college events to recent ac-

complishments, the college

community works diligently to

make this institution a leader

in higher education.

As superintendent/

president, I know that

progress requires hard work,

enthusiasm, and commit-

ment.  I am incredibly grateful

for your many contributions to

Citrus College.  Our institu-

tional advancement is made

possible by your hard work.

Reflecting On
Progress

Military Heroes Saluted at Annual Event
Citrus College students, fac-

ulty and staff joined members

of the local communities to rec-

ognize the contributions of the

men and women who served in

the U.S. military at Citrus

College’s 9th Annual Saluting

Our Veterans celebration on

Thursday, November 6, 2014.

Saluting Our Veterans is one

of the institution’s highly antici-

pated public events.  The pro-

gram, which was held on the

Campus Center Mall, is spon-

sored by Citrus College, Azusa

Pacific University, the City of

Azusa and the City of Glendora.

Saluting Our Veterans fea-

tured a presentation of colors

by the Azusa Pacific University

ROTC, a salute to fallen veter-

ans, and recognition of Citrus

College student veterans who

received scholarships from the

Citrus College Foundation and

the Associated Students of

Citrus College for the 2014-

2015 academic year.   Citrus

College student veteran Adrian

Valenzuela and alumna and

Veterans Success Center men-

tor Mayra Marchington were

the keynote speakers.  In addi-

tion, four veterans representing

the sponsoring colleges and

cities were honored for their

military service.

“As Citrus College cele-

brates its Centennial, it is im-

portant to thank the Citrus

College students, faculty and

staff who have both served

their country and contributed to

the success of the institution,”

said Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.  “I am

also grateful to the college’s

outstanding community part-

ners for participating in this

meaningful event.”
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Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

November 2014

THE VALLEY VETERANS MEMORIAL TEAM CONDUCTED A 21-GUN SALUTE AND FLAG FOLDING CEREMONY DURING THE

RECENT SALUTING OUR VETERANS EVENT AT CITRUS COLLEGE.

2014 Veterans 

Honorees

SPECIALIST JESSE RALPH AVILA

City of Azusa

COLONEL RICK GIVENS

Azusa Pacific University

SERGEANT JOHN C. BEIMER IV

City of Glendora

Sergeant Jesus E. Gutierrez

Citrus College
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News

For the fifth consecutive year, Citrus

College has been named a Military

Friendly School® for 2015 by G.I. Jobs
magazine.  This highly regarded designa-

tion places Citrus College among the top

15 percent of the more than 12,000 higher

education institutions surveyed nationwide.

Now in its sixth year, the data-driven

survey provides veterans with a listing of

the top U.S. colleges, universities and

trade schools that have demonstrated a

strong interest in recruiting returning veter-

ans, bolstering academic opportunities for

them and providing on-campus support.

“I am very proud of Citrus College for re-

ceiving this outstanding recognition for the

fifth year in a row,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president. “Thanks to

the outstanding work of the Citrus College

Veterans Success Center, our student vet-

erans are able to receive specialized sup-

port services to help them reach their

academic and career goals.” 

The annual survey is administered by

Victory Media, a veteran-owned business

and publisher of the Guide to Military
Friendly Schools and G.I. Jobs.  Both pub-

lications target enlisted personnel who are

transitioning from military service to civilian

life. 

Citrus College will receive a listing in the

magazine’s “2015 Guide to Military

Friendly Schools,” which is published

every September.  

“Being named as a Military Friendly

School by G.I. Jobs magazine for five con-

secutive years is a well-deserved valida-

tion that Citrus College is committed to

ensuring military veterans have what they

need to succeed in the classroom and be-

yond,” said Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen,

president of the Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees.   

Baseball Brings Home Citrus College’s First Athletic Championship

When Citrus College won

its first athletic championship

in 1950, it did so without a

coach, experienced players,

or even proper equipment.

Bill May, a 1957 graduate of

Citrus College and member

of the winning baseball team,

retold the story in Alfred Paul

Clark’s book, Citrus Speaks.

“Our team was the motliest

looking bunch of guys that I’d

ever seen in my entire life,”

May remembered.  “There

were really only two or three

guys there that had ever re-

ally played even high school

baseball.”

According to May, the sea-

son started off slow.  They

had nine losses and only one

win under their belts. 

It was at this low point that

their coach scheduled a

game with Pomona College,

a four-year school, during

spring break.  Only half of the

team showed up, resulting in

another loss.

After this devastating loss,

the coach informed the team

that he would be talking to Dr.

Glenn Vaniman, the college

president.  He was planning

to resign from his position.

Although the team found

itself without a coach, they

were determined to finish out

the season.

“So, a couple of us got to-

gether and went to see Mr.

Vaniman,” May remembered.

“We told him, ‘We won’t cost

you a penny.  We’ve got

enough balls and bats – they

aren’t very good, but we’ll

take what you’ve got.  We’ll

travel on our own.  You won’t

have to worry about travel

and we don’t need a coach.’”

Surprisingly, Vaniman

agreed.  May said that from

that moment on, the team

began winning every game

that they played and was

quickly on track to playing a

championship game.

“Citrus, one of the oldest

junior colleges in California,

had never won a champi-

onship in anything – tennis,

ping pong, anything,” May

said.  “It came time and we

were going to play Palomar

Junior College for the cham-

pionship.”

Each team member trav-

elled to San Diego County on

their own, but arrived in time

for the big game.  In the end,

they beat Palomar 7 to 6.

“That was the first champi-

onship that we ever had,”

May said.  “They gave us

jackets and that was a big

deal.” 

Citrus College Named Military Friendly School

Remembering
Citrus College’s Past



Citrus College students had

the opportunity to learn about

their options for transfer at the

annual Fall Transfer Fair on Oc-

tober 16, 2014.  Nearly 60 ad-

missions representatives from

the University of California, the

California State University and

private institutions participated.

They shared information with

students about their colleges’

academic programs, admission

requirements, financial aid and

more.

The Transfer Fair drew five

new colleges and universities:

Jacksonville University, Purdue

University, Missouri University

of Science & Technology,

Southern New Hampshire Uni-

versity, and the University of

Alaska.  The college represen-

tatives overall were reportedly

impressed with the prospective

transfer students, describing

them as “high quality” and “well

prepared.” 

Afterwards, Citrus College

Transfer Center and student

services staff hosted the visiting

college representatives at the

Transfer Task Force forum,

where they discussed a variety

of transfer-related topics includ-

ing updates in admission

processes, changes in course

requirements and majors, and

additional information affecting

transfer.

As the number of Citrus Col-

lege students who transfer to

four-year institutions continues

to increase, the Transfer Center

staff is developing new ways to

ensure a successful transition

into bachelor’s degree pro-

grams.  One such effort in de-

velopment is a new “Transfer

Advisory Committee,” sched-

uled to debut in spring 2015.

“The Transfer Advisory Com-

mittee will meet throughout the

academic year,” said Raul

Sanchez, transfer center coordi-

nator.   “Our goal is to discuss

and create ways to improve stu-

dents’ transfer rates.”
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Students

Transfer Fair Connects Students and Colleges

World War II-Era Students Receive Honorary Degrees
In an Honorary Degree Ceremony on

October 21, Citrus College awarded hon-

orary degrees to Tashio Asano and

Masako Mukai Kusumoto (posthumously)

as part of the California Nisei College

Diploma Project, an initiative honoring

California community college students

who were unable to complete their stud-

ies due to the internment of Japanese

Americans during World War II. 

Kusumoto came from Hawaii to Citrus

College in 1940. In 1942, President

Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 man-

dated the relocation of Japanese

Americans and interrupted her studies.

She perservered through this setback

and eventually attended Iowa State

Teachers College. After graduation, she

began teaching elementary school on a

sugar plantation in Hawaii, giving back to

her childhood community. She passed

away in 1980, but left behind a legacy of

younger family members inspired to be-

come teachers.

Asano enrolled at Citrus College in

1941. During his one year at the institu-

tion, he excelled at basketball and track

and also received national recognition

from the Helms Athletic Foundation for his

performance in football. But on March 27,

1942, while enrolled in seven classes, he

was evacuated with his family to an in-

ternment camp in Wyoming. He was iron-

ically drafted into the U.S. Army, where

he served as an interpreter for U.S. Army

in the Philippines and Japan and also

played softball in the Army Olympics. 

In 1945, Asano returned to Monrovia

and began working for Midway Ford. He

also continued his athletic streak that

began at Citrus College, playing semi-pro

baseball with the Little Tokyo Giants and

pitching for a softball league into his early

fifties. 

TASHIO ASANO (RIGHT) AND A RELATIVE OF

MASAKO MUKAI KUSOMOTO (LEFT) PROUDLY

DISPLAY THE DIPLOMAS PRESENTED TO THEM

DURING AN HONORARY DEGREE CEREMONY HELD

AT CITRUS COLLEGE.

CITRUS COLLEGE STUDENTS GATHERED INFORMATION ABOUT FOUR-YEAR COL-

LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES AT THE RECENT FALL 2014 TRANSFER FAIR.
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& Staff

The Citrus College

Board of Trustees honored

Dawn Dineley with the

eighth quarterly Above and

Beyond Classified Devel-

opment (ABCD) Award,

designating outstanding

commitment to the college

mission through collabora-

tion and service. 

The Classified Develop-

ment Committee, under

the leadership of Dr. Eric

Rabitoy, dean of natural

and physical sciences and

library services, and

Clarence Cernal, adminis-

trative assistant for the Cit-

rus College Foundation

and committee chair, over-

saw the selection process.

Although she now

works as an administrative

secretary for purchasing

and the warehouse, Dawn

earned the ABCD recogni-

tion as the mailroom coor-

dinator. In this role,

nominators said Dawn

spread a spirit of positivity

and friendliness around

her. 

“Dawn is dependable

and handles crisis situa-

tions with calm and poise,”

said Robert Iverson, direc-

tor of purchasing.

Working with people in

every department on cam-

pus, Iverson stated that

Dineley is adaptable in all

situations and greets

everyone she encounters

with a smile. 

Mailroom Employee Receives Classified Development Award

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. re-

cently hosted an All-Staff Ice

Cream Social in the East

Wing of the Citrus College

Campus Center.  Colorful

balloons, upbeat music, and

cleverly-dressed administra-

tors set the tone for a festive

event.

“This is great,” said Gayle

Allen, an administrative sec-

retary II for social and behav-

ioral sciences and distance

education, during the event.

“It is the perfect way to ring in

the fall semester.”

Those who attended the

third annual social were

treated to their choice of five

flavors of ice cream or the

healthier option of Greek yo-

gurt.

Once receiving a scoop

(or two) of their favorite fla-

vors from a welcoming ad-

ministator, guests ventured

over to a table full of fun top-

pings.  .

While the ice cream was a

special treat, the real cherry

on top was the opportunity to

interact with colleagues.

“The Ice Cream Social

was a nice break during a

busy day,” said Eric Magal-

lon, supervisor of the Owl

Bookshop.  “I enjoyed having

a chance to connect with col-

leagues I don’t see fre-

quently.”ERIC MAGALLON, SUPERVISOR OF THE OWL

BOOKSHOP, ADDS TOPPINGS TO HIS ICE CREAM.

DR. LAN HAO, DIRECTOR OF INSTITUTIONAL

RESEARCH, PLANNING AND EFFECTIVENESS;

CHRISTINA GARCIA, DIRECTOR OF THE CITRUS

COLLEGE FOUNDATION; DR. ARVID SPOR, VICE

PRESIDENT OF STUDENT SERVICES AND INTERIM VICE

PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS; DR. GERALDINE

M. PERRI, SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT; MS. LINDA

WELZ, CHIEF INFORMATION SERVICES OFFICER;

DR. ROBERT SAMMIS, DIRECTOR OF HUMAN

RESOURCES; AND CLAUDETTE DAIN, VICE

PRESIDENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE

SERVICES.

DAWN DINELEY

STUDENT TRUSTEE FARIHAH CHOWDHURY

SPRINKLES M&MS ON HER SUNDAE. 

Ice Cream Social
Fun-filled Event Welcomes Employees to Fall Semester
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News

MORE THAN 200 CITRUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL AND CITRUS COLLEGE ALUMNI

ATTENDED THE ALL-CLASS REUNION DURING THE COLLEGE’S CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION ON OCTOBER 11, 2014

C e n t e n n i a l  
C e l e b r a t i o n

CITRUS COLLEGE STAFF

MEMBER JUDY KEMP

VIEWS A HISTORICAL

DISPLAY AT THE CITRUS

COLLEGE CENTENNIAL

EVENT.  THE COLLEGE’S

ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS

AND THE STAFF OF THE

HAYDEN MEMORIAL

LIBRARY WERE AMONG

THE EXHIBIT’S CURATORS

AND ORGANIZERS. 

A CITRUS

COLLEGE

STUDENT POSES

NEXT TO ONE OF

THE VINTAGE

CARS DISPLAYED

AT THE “100 

YEARS OF THE

AUTOMOBILE” CAR

SHOW DURING THE

COLLEGE’S

CENTENNIAL

EVENT.  

CITRUS COLLEGE

STUDENT VETERANS

AND ALUMNI

PARTICIPATE IN THE

HOMECOMING

HALFTIME PROGRAM

HONORING THE

NATION’S AND THE

COLLEGE’S MILITARY

VETERANS.  

On October 22, 2014, U.S. Represen-

tative Grace Napolitano (D-West Cov-

ina) visited Citrus College, meeting with

board members and learning more

about the college’s science, nursing and

water technology programs. 

“It is valuable for our legislative repre-

sentatives to get to know Citrus College

and all that we offer,” said Superinten-

dent/President Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.

“At the same time, it is important for the

college to keep state decision makers

informed about the college’s programs,

services, needs, assets, student popula-

tion, and more.”

A member of the House Committee

on Natural Resources and the Ranking

Member of the Water and Power Sub-

committee, Napolitano avidly promotes

conservation, water recycling, desalina-

tion, and sound groundwater manage-

ment and storage as she pioneers ad-

dressing Southern California’s need for

adequate water quality and supply. 

Napolitano met with Citrus College

board members and administrators over

lunch as they shared information about

the college and discussed future plans.

Dr. James Lancaster, dean of curricu-

lum, career, technical and continuing ed-

ucation, also gave a presentation on

Citrus College’s water technology pro-

gram, and a Citrus College Student

Ambassador guided the Congress-

woman on a tour of the STEM and nurs-

ing program facilities.

“

“

GERALDINE M. PERRI, PH.D.
CITRUS COLLEGE SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT

It is valuable 
for our legislative 
representatives to 

get to know 
Citrus College and 

all that we offer.

U.S. Representative Tours Citrus College


