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With the holiday season
upon us, the celebrations
abound.  From special events
to informal gatherings, the
days leading up to the New
Year are full of activity.  In ad-
dition to providing us with the
opportunity to have fun and
spend time with friends and
family, these celebrations
allow us to focus on the good
fortune and progress that has
occurred throughout the year.

At Citrus College, our cele-
brations began long before
the holiday season.  Our Cen-
tennial year has already pro-
vided us with ample reason to
reflect upon our successes,
some of which are highlighted
in this edition of the Citrus
View.  And, unlike the holiday
season, this reflection and
commemoration will continue
well into 2015.

So, please enjoy this edi-
tion of the Citrus View.  We
look forward to sharing even
more of our accomplishments
and progress with you in the
upcoming year. 

Celebrate the
Season

Citrus College: A Top Transfer School—Again!
Citrus College ranks among

the top three out of 112 Califor-
nia community colleges in
granting Associate Degrees for
Transfer (AD-Ts), awarding 399
AD-Ts during the 2013-2014
academic year. An analysis
conducted by California Com-
munity Colleges System cur-
riculum chairs reported 
Citrus College tied with 
Fullerton College for third place. 

In addition, Citrus College
was first place in the number of
Associate in Science Degrees
for Transfer (AS-Ts), an accom-
plishment supported by the 
college’s STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and
mathematics), administration of
justice, business, and child 
development programs.

Citrus College has a long-
standing reputation as a state

leader in preparing students for
transfer to four-year colleges
and universities. In 2012, the
Campaign for College 
Opportunity cited Citrus

College as one of the top three
California community colleges
in the number of transfer de-
gree programs of study offered.
Citrus College currently offers
15 AD-Ts and is developing its
16th.

“The fact that Citrus College
is third in the state for granting
transfer degrees is an incredi-
ble accomplishment, consider-
ing that we are the 60th largest
college in the state in terms of
student headcount,” said
Superintendent/President
Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. “Also,
I am thrilled to learn that Citrus
College leads the state in the
number of Associate in Science
Degrees for Transfer, thanks to
our outstanding STEM, social
and behavioral sciences, and
business programs.”

www.citruscollege.edu
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Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

December 2014

Citrus College students met with representatives from four-year colleges and universities at the annual Fall

Transfer Fair in October.
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News

Dr. Brice W. Harris, chancellor of the California Community

Colleges (CCC), has selected a Citrus College student photo-

graph for his 2014 holiday season card.  

The photograph was chosen from photos that the CCC Office

of Communications receives from community colleges across

the state to be used on its website and in promotional materials. 

An Office of Communications staff member noted that

Chancellor Harris selected the Citrus College photo because it

accurately represented the students who attend California’s

community colleges. The college also received photo credit on

the back of the card.

“It is an honor for Citrus College students to have been

chosen to represent California’s community college students in

Chancellor Harris’ holiday message,” said Superintendent/

President Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. “In addition to showcasing

our impressive student body, the photograph expresses a

compelling theme of student success and completion.”

Haugh Performing Arts Center Provides Regional Cultural Venue

In the 1960s and 70s, many
buildings were constructed at
Citrus College in an ambitious
program under the leadership
of Superintendent/President
Dr. Robert D. Haugh. The
62,000 square-foot Haugh
Performing Arts Center stood
at the heart of this program. 

At the time, Citrus College
had a small theater and music
department facility. “Most of
the programs (had) surpassed
our fondest dreams,” said
Haugh, referring to the quality
of the performances in the
book Citrus Speaks.  “It was
time for a stage and a building
that matched the expansion
and success of the performing
arts programs.”

Haugh had a vision for the
center from the beginning. He
wanted a building with a wel-
coming, comfortable audito-

rium featuring prime acoustics
and state-of-the-art facilities
for students. In short, he envi-
sioned a building that would
foster a quality experience for
students, faculty, and audi-
ences alike.

Dreams for the performing
arts program’s future soared,
as the building was designed
with 1,475 seats in a 38,000
square-foot arena. Astonished
at the new auditorium’s size,
many people commented that
it would never be filled. But,
successful attendance at fu-
ture programs proved them

wrong, and the finished the-
ater was packed to capacity
again and again. 

The Haugh Performing Arts
Center was dedicated on Oc-
tober 13, 1971. Since its con-
struction, “The Haugh” has
been a home to countless per-
forming arts students and in-
structors. Generations of
talented actors, musicians and
dancers have traversed its
stages in plays, musicals,
community productions, and
concerts — with more genera-
tions to come.

State Chancellor Chooses Citrus College

Photo for Holiday Card

Remembering
Citrus College’s Past

THE 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON CARD OF DR. BRICE W. HARRIS, CHANCELLOR OF

THE CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES.



Citrus College student Matthew Harding

has become the first Bart O’Brien Intern in

Native Plant Horticulture at the Rancho Santa

Ana Botanic Gardens in Claremont. Selected

from a highly competitive candidate pool,

Harding will work as a full-time member of the

Gardens’ horticulture staff, as he gains expe-

rience in native plant care and maintenance

during the intensive six-month internship. 

The paid internship honors Bart O’Brien,

the Gardens’ Director of Special Projects and

Director of Horticulture for over 20 years.

O’Brien—now the Botanic Garden Manager

of Regional Parks Botanic Garden in

Berkeley, California—will mentor Harding as

he deepens his knowledge and skills in the

science of horticulture.

“Matthew was an exceptional candidate

among a very competitive pool of applicants,”

said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/

president. “The Citrus College community

congratulates him and wishes him success

as he prepares for a promising career in the

field of horticulture.”

While attending Citrus College, Harding

participated in the Summer Research

Experience and consistently displayed a

deep passion for the environment. This pres-

tigious internship provides the next step to-

wards his horticulture career goals. 
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Students

STEM Student Receives Prestigious Internship

Rocket Owls Launch to New Heights in Two National Competitions

Citrus College STEM (sci-

ence, technology, engineering,

and mathematics) students con-

tinue to make their mark nation-

ally. For the third consecutive

year, the Rocket Owls have

been selected to participate in

NASA’s Student Launch Compe-

tition. Their mission is to achieve

excellence in the area of rocketry

research, and to inspire local K-

12 students to have an interest in

STEM fields.  Continued partici-

pation in this competition is cer-

tainly a large step towards these

goals. 

The NASA Student Launch is

a highly competitive, research-

based project that directly sup-

plies research and development to the Space Launch System

(SLS). All chosen colleges and universities across the nation

commit to designing, building, and flying vehicles and compo-

nents that support SLS, directly involving students and

professors in these national projects. 

The Rocket Owls underwent a rigorous selection process,

submitting a series of reviews

similar to those that would be

used on an actual NASA launch

mission, including a Preliminary

Design Review, Critical Design

Review, Flight Readiness Re-

view, a Launch Readiness Re-

view featuring a safety briefing,

and a Post-Launch Assessment

Review. The application process,

as part of the Student Launch

competition, gave the Rocket

Owls firsthand experience in

aeronautical careers and al-

lowed them to directly impact

SLS and other NASA projects.

The Rocket Owls’ national

recognition continued as team

member Brian Weatherspoon

was selected to participate in the NASA National Community

College Aerospace Scholars Program for 2014–2015. Weather-

spoon competed with other community college scholars across

the nation to attend a three-day program at NASA’s Jet Propul-

sion Laboratory, where he will work with a team of experts to par-

ticipate in a Mars rover competition.

THE CITRUS COLLEGE ROCKET OWLS TEAM MEMBERS ARE (FROM LEFT

TO RIGHT) AARON BUNCH, ALEX KEMNITZ, JOHN FLORES, JOSEPH

MOLINA, AND BRIAN WEATHERSPOON.  THEY ARE PICTURED ABOVE

WITH THEIR ROCKETS.

MATTHEW HARDING (PHOTO COURTESY OF

RANCHO SANTA ANA BOTANIC GARDENS)
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& Staff

Board Members, faculty, staff, alumni and retirees recently gathered for

the 34th Annual Citrus College Thanksgiving Buffet held in the Campus

Center.  In addition to feasting on traditional holiday fare catered by Frisella’s

Roastery, the guests took the opportunity to mingle with colleagues and

friends. As in previous years, the attendees took time to write down what

they are most thankful for, which qualified them for an array of raffle prizes.

Community Gathers for Thanksgiving Buffet
PROGRAM EMCEE

CRAIG SMITH

RAFFLED GIFTS TO

STAFF WHO SHARED

THE THINGS FOR

WHICH THEY WERE

THANKKFUL.

STUDENT

MUSCIANS

ENTERTAINED

GUESTS

DURING

THE

EVENT.

UGLY

SWEATER

WINNER:

BRICEYDA

TORRES,
PAYROLL

TECHNICIAN,
WAS THE WIN-

NER OF THE

UGLY

SWEATER

CONTEST.

GAME TIME: (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) CONNIE

TUCKER, ESL INSTRUCTOR; LYNN JAMISON, STUDY

ABROAD SPECIALIST; AND TOBY GUEBERT, SPANISH

INSTRUCTOR; PLAYED GAMES DURING THE FIFTH

ANNUAL HOLIDAY SOCIAL.

Happy Owlidays!

SEASON’S GREEINGS: (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) DR.
GERALDINE M. PERRI, SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT;
DR. PATRICIA A. RASMUSSEN, BOARD MEMBER; DR.
BARBARA R. DICKERSON, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CLERK/SECRETARY; MRS. SUSAN M. KEITH, BOARD

OF TRUSTEES VICE PRESIDENT, AND MRS. JOANNE

MONTGOMERY, BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRESIDENT.

On Thursday, December 4, members of

the Citrus College community exuded holi-

day cheer as they gathered in the Center

for Innovation Community Room (CI 159)

for the 5th Annual Superintendent/Presi-

dent’s Holiday Social.  The setting was a

snow-covered forest populated by winter

owls, where guests socialized with one

another while enjoying the activities and

refreshments.  Happy Owlidays was also

an opportunity for guests to donate to

the annual food drive benefitting Citrus

College students.

CANDY

BUFFET:
JODY WISE, 
DEAN OF KI-
NESEOLOGY,
HEALTH AND

ATHLETICS,
AND LUCINDA

OVER, DEAN

OF COUNSEL-
ING, STOP BY

THE CANDY

TABLE.



News

The Valley Veterans

Memorial Team

conducted a flag

folding ceremony

during the recent

Saluting Our

Veterans Event

at Citrus College.

9th Annual Saluting Our Veterans

Students from the

Azusa Pacific

University ROTC

Honor Guard led the

audience in saluting

the flag.

“Company B”

entertained

guests with a

repertoire of

classic World

War II and 

patriotic

songs.

Gold Line Construction Authority

CEO Habib Balian presented an up-

date on the progress of the Metro Gold

Line Foothill Extension to the Board of

Trustees at their November 18, 2014

meeting. He said the 11.5 mile

segment, which includes six stations

stretching from Pasadena to Citrus

College, is on time and on budget. The

Construction Authority anticipates

completion by September 2015. It will

then be turned over to Metro, and

trains could begin running as early as

spring 2016. 

Superintendent/President Dr.

Geraldine M. Perri said, “Citrus College

board members, students and staff

have advocated for the light rail line

since 2004. The APU/Citrus College

station, which will be located adjacent

to Citrus Avenue, will provide students,

employees, and visitors to the campus,

with a safe, reliable public transporta-

tion alternative.” 

According to Mr. Balian, the station

will feature a three-level parking struc-

ture, three electric vehicle charging sta-

tions, bicycle racks, and lockers. 

The next phase of the Foothill

Extension will take the line east from

Glendora to Montclair. Currently, the

project has been environmentally

cleared and the rights of way purchased.

Metro is contemplating a new tax

measure or an extension of Measure R

for the November 2016 ballot to fund

the $1.8 billion extension project.

“

“

GERALDINE M. PERRI, PH.D.
CITRUS COLLEGE SUPERINTENDENT/PRESIDENT

Citrus College
board members,

students and staff
have advocated for

the light rail line
since 2004.

Gold Line CEO Presents at Board Meeting
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Student

veterans 

participated in

“The Living

Wall,” a silent

dramatization

of a veteran’s 

experience

from enlist-

ment, to war

zone deploy-

ment, to return

to civilian life.


