
On April 9, 1940, Nazi forces

invaded Norway. With vicious

speed, they took control, send-

ing the country into economic

turmoil and deporting Jews as

part of the Holocaust. Even in

the midst of this oppression, a

band of Norwegian resistance

fighters held their ground. Along

with American soldiers, these

heroes helped liberate Norway

from the Nazis’ reign of terror.

Seventy-five years later,

Citrus College presented

The Epiphany at the Haugh

Performing Arts Center Little

Theatre.  Written by history

instructor Dr. Bruce Olav

Solheim and directed by

theatre arts adjunct faculty

member Neil H. Weiss, the play

presented the backstory to this

significant World War II event. 

Citrus College’s theatre arts

students, along with several

Norwegian actors, appeared in

the play. The college’s

emerging theater technology

students provided technical 

assistance for the production.

On November 15, 2015, the

college hosted a reception

honoring the two heroes whose

friendship inspired the play.

Citrus College, the Norwegian

Consul, and the Sons of

Norway organization honored

World War II veteran Howard

Dobbs and former Norwegian

resistance fighter Helge

Heimdahl for their brave

service. Both men received

medals from the Norwegian

Consulate.

“The Citrus College commu-

nity was proud to honor these

brave men who fought for free-

dom during World War II,” said

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.  “This

occasion was also significant

because our students received

a rare opportunity to demon-

strate their artistic and technical

talents and learn of two individ-

uals who helped to facilitate an

important historical event.”
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Over the next several

weeks, the Citrus College

community will celebrate the

holidays. While many of the

scheduled activities will allow

us to reflect on our success

and progress, the best part of

the season is the opportunity

we have to spend time

together.

Citrus College is an

outstanding institution. Every

year, our list of accomplish-

ments and accolades grows.

Enrollment is on the rise,

student success is increasing,

and our programs and serv-

ices are evolving. However,

this is not what makes Citrus

College incredible–YOU are!

In this issue of the Citrus

View, we highlight a variety of

recent events. While their

main purpose may be to

entertain or to inform, these

events also serve as

reminders that there are high

caliber, hardworking people

who help Citrus College

function and thrive.

A Season of 
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Sincerely,

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President

Guests attending the reception honoring Helge Heimdahl and Howard Dobbs included (l. to r. front row) 
Mrs. Mystie Salbert, granddaughter of Howard Dobbs; Mrs. Howard Dobbs; Norwegian Honorary Counsul H.
Michael Soroy; Superintendent/President Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D., Dr. Bruce Solheim, and (back row, l. to r.)
Citrus College Trustee Susan M. Keith; Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of academic affairs; and Mr. Steve Baker,
Citrus College Foundation vice-president elect.
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On October 5, 2015, the

Extended Opportunity

Programs and Services

(EOP&S), Cooperative

Agencies Resources for

Education (CARE), and

California Work Opportunity

and Responsibility to Kids

(CalWORKs) programs

hosted members of the

Citrus College community,

former EOP&S/CARE/

CalWORKs students, and

community dignitaries at an

Open House.  

In addition to meeting

and reuniting with one

another, the guests toured

the department offices

where photos highlighting

the programs’ histories,

along with myriad

testimonies of student

successes, lined the walls.

Among the guests in

attendance was Rachel

Barbosa, an aide to Los

Angeles County Supervisor

Hilda Solis.  Ms. Barbosa

commended the programs

for empowering students to

achieve their life goals.

For 46 years, the

EOP&S/CARE/CalWORKs

programs have provided

academic support services

to thousands of Citrus

College students identified

as first generation or

underserved. The programs

have successfully prepared

them to complete college,

launch successful careers,

and build rewarding lives.

“I commend the EOP&S/

CARE/CalWORKs staff for

the excellent work they do,”

said Vice President of

Student Services Dr. Martha

McDonald. “The program

and its staff are transform-

ing lives through their care,

concern, compassion, and

expertise.”

Transfer Fair Connects Students and Four -Year Colleges

EOP&S/CARE and CalWORKs Host Open House

EOP&S/CARE/CalWORKs administrators, faculty, and staff show

the certificates they received from Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Hilda Solis.

Citrus College students
took the opportunity to plan
their futures and set a course
for successful transfer at the
annual Fall Transfer Fair on
October 15. Hosted by the
Citrus College Transfer
Center, more than 50
universities participated,
including the campuses of
the University of California
and California State Univer-
sity, as well as private and
out-of-state institutions. 

The attendees considered
their many options, asked
questions, and received
application materials during
the event. They also learned
about specific transfer
requirements, financial aid
options, academic programs
and more. Following the fair,
the University of Southern                                  

California hosted a transfer    
information workshop in the
Campus Center, giving
students an inside look at the
transfer process and provid-
ing valuable tips for their
success.

The rate of Citrus College 
students successfully transfer-
ring to four-year institutions
continues to increase year
after year, and the Transfer
Center staff continuously de-
velops new ways to ensure

smooth transitions into bache-
lor’s degree programs. In
spring 2015, the center reor-
ganzied the new Transfer Advi-
sory Committee, a team
committed to discussing and
creating future pathways to im-
prove students’ transfer rates
and experiences. 

“Citrus College has
established a reputation as
one of California’s leading
colleges for students who
receive an associate degree
for transfer,” said
Superintendent/President
Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.
“Events such as the Transfer
Fair and the work of the
Transfer Advisory Committee
help to ensure a smooth
pathway to a baccalaureate
degree.”

The University of Hawaii was one of more than 50 colleges and

universities represented at the Fall Transfer Fair.



Ghosts and Monsters Come to Life at 

the Cosmetology Halloween Showcase
Dressing up for Halloween

is not just for kids. This year,

fairies, monsters, ghosts,

and more walked the runway

at the Student Halloween

Showcase, hosted by the

Citrus College Cosmetology

Department.

Working as individuals or

in teams of two, cosmetol-

ogy students transformed

their models into a variety of

characters, some terrifying

and grotesque, some

beautiful and ethereal. Many

showcase entries featured

extensive makeup artwork,

prosthetics, intricate                                      

hairstyles, and detailed

costumes.  

Student designs fit into

one of two categories, horror

or fantasy, and the costumes

fit seamlessly together to

create unique characters.                                        

“This festive occasion  

enabled the cosmetology

students to express their

creativity, demonstrate what

they have learned, and

provide an evening of fun for

the audience,” said

Vice President of Academic

Affairs Dr. Arvid Spor. 

While students and audi-

ence members alike enjoyed

the dazzling creativity on dis-

play, the event also provided

an opportunity for students

to display their talents and

develop valuable portfolio

pieces. Skills such as theirs

often lead to jobs in the

motion picture, stage, and

television industries. 

Each Halloween look featured at the Cosmetology Hair Show was

created by a team of hair and makeup artists.

Citrus College students, faculty,

staff, alumni and community

members gathered on October 17

to root for the Fighting Owls football

team during the 2015 Welcome

Back Game. 

The Citrus Alumni & Friends

Association and the Citrus College

Foundation sponsored the event.  

The fans cheered on the Owls as

they faced the Mt. San Antonio

College Mounties and demon-

strated their Owl pride by purchas-

ing college gear and merchandise,

which benefitted the  Associated 
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The 2015 Welcome Back Game: 

A Chance for Reconnection

Citrus College Foundation Director Chris Garcia

(second from right) and Citrus College alumni (l. to

rt.) Craig Smith, Tom Gerfen, Sharon Lewis, Sylvia

Woodward, and Steve Siegel greeted visitors to the

Welcome Back Game.

Students of Citrus College and the

Citrus College Veterans Network. 

Students also staffed an out-

reach booth where attendees could

learn about the exciting changes at

the college and reconnect with the

school.

“We hope the Welcome Back

Game will become an annual

tradition where alumni and

community members will visit the

college and learn more about the

excellent work that is done here,”

said Foundation Director Chris

Garcia. 



Each year, the California Commu-

nity Colleges Board of Governors

recognizes an individual who

demonstrates exemplary leadership

in energy efficiency and sustainabil-

ity on community college campuses.

This year, Citrus College’s own Fred

Diamond, director of facilities and

construction, was named the 2015

Sustainability Champion. 

Mr. Diamond has led Citrus

College in developing a sustainabil-

ity template designed to create a

more environmentally conscious

campus. Under his leadership and

advocacy, Citrus College received

$298,228 in energy efficiency incen-

tives, and the college’s utility bill

decreased by $131,424. 

“Fred has established Citrus

College as a forward-thinking,

environmentally responsible

institution,” said Ms. Claudette Dain,

vice president, finance & administra-

tive services. “His efforts to preserve

natural resources and serve com-

munity  college students are inspira-

tional.” Mr. Diamond’s efforts extend

beyond the college’s boundaries.

The template for sustainability is

now available to all California

community colleges. In addition, as a

member of the California Community

College/Investor Owned Utilities, an

energy efficiency partnership

program, Mr. Diamond has helped

other community college districts

implement projects funded by the

California Clean Energy Jobs Act. 

The current state Sustainability

Champion plans to continue to

advocate for wiser energy choices

on campuses. “I dearly love

contributing in a positive manner in

order to make things better for the

people we serve,” he said.
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Fred Diamond

Director of Facilities and Construction

Fiscal Services Employee Receives ABCD Kudos
Bertha Bobadilla, an

accounting technician in the

Finance and Administrative

Services Division, received

the first Above and Beyond

Classified Development

(ABCD) Award of the 2015-

2016 academic year.  The

11th recipient of the award,

Bertha was recognized

during the October 5 meet-

ing of the Citrus Community

College District Board of

Trustees.

The ABCD Award, estab-

lished by the Classified

Development Committee, is

presented to a classified

staff member who exempli-

fies Citrus College’s mission

through their collaboration

and service, while demon-

strating an outstanding work

ethic.  The Classified Devel-

opment Committee, under

the leadership of Dr. Eric

Rabitoy, dean of natural and

physical sciences and library

services, and Clarence

Cernal, administrative

assistant for the Citrus                      

College Foundation, facili-

tated the selection process.

Bertha received commen-

dations for successfully

maintaining the financial

records of the Owl Bookshop

and for her role as a mentor

to the students who work in

the Fiscal Services

Department. “Bertha is an

invaluable team player for

the Fiscal Services Team,”

said nominator Rosalinda

Buchwald, director of fiscal

services.  “She strives for

perfection in everything she

does and maintains a high

level of integrity.”

Superintendent/President Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. and Board 

President Joanne Montgomery congratulate Bertha Bobadilla on

receiving the ABCD Award.

Facilities Director Receives Award
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Resource Fair Empowers Local Veterans

Citrus College Presents 10th Annual Saluting Our Veterans
Citrus College hosted the

10th Annual Saluting Our

Veterans event on Thursday,

November 5, 2015. 

Saluting Our Veterans, a

tribute to the men and

women who have bravely

served in our nation’s

military, is open to the

college community and

members of the public. Over

the years, the event has be-

come a popular community

celebration, with sponsors

that include the Associated

Students of Citrus College,

Azusa Pacific University, and

the cities of Azusa and

Glendora.

As with previous years, the

10th annual event featured a

musical prelude by the 

Gladstone High School

Marching Band; a display of

military memorabilia

courtesy of the Fort

MacArthur Museum; and 

Faces of the Fallen—

portraits of soldiers who

made the ultimate sacrifice

rendered by Citrus College

fine arts students. During the

program, patriotic numbers

were performed by Company

B – The Andrews Sisters

Tribute, while Citrus

College’s Night Shift brought

up the tempo. The remarks

of the keynote speakers,

Citrus College alumni Barong

Cheng and Liz Saucedo, in-

spired those in attendance. 

“Saluting Our Veterans has

become a highly-anticipated

community celebration,” said

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.

“The event is an excellent

complement to our nationally-

recognized veterans  program,

and it is an honor for Citrus

College to thank and pay

tribute to America’s military

veterans each year.”

Dr. Bruce Solheim (center) was recognized as Citrus College’s

Veteran Honoree during the recent Saluting Our Veterans event.

Members of the Board of Trustees and Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. congratulated Dr. Solheim on his honor.

Citrus College recently hosted

Assemblymember Roger Hernandez’

Veterans Job and Resource Fair, held

October 16 on the Campus Center

Mall.  More than 50 businesses and

organizations participated in the fair,

which drew the college’s student

veterans and veterans who reside in

the surrounding communities.

Assemblymember Hernandez

spoke to the attendees regarding the

state legislature’s efforts to assist

veterans through legislation,

programs, and other services.  The

free event allowed attendees to meet

potential employers and receive

information from groups such as the

Department of Veterans Affairs med-

ical unit; California State University,

San Bernardino; the Los Angeles

County Sheriff’s Department; and

more.

“Citrus College is proud to host the

Veterans Job and Resource Fair,”

said Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.  “This event

showcased the many services and

resources offered to the veterans from

our community, and the college is

proud to serve as one of those

resources.” Assemblymember Roger Hernandez (left) presented

commendation certificates to Monica Christianson,

Veterans Success Center director and Dr. Martha

McDonald, vice president of student services.


