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As I reflect on yet another

successful year at Citrus

College, I am in awe of all

that has been accomplished

these past twelve months.

In this issue of the Citrus

View, we feature some of the

achievements made possible

by the hard work and dedica-

tion of our faculty, staff, and

students. From the success-

ful graduation of another

cosmetology cohort to being

named a Military Friendly

School for a sixth consecu-

tive year, I continue to be

impressed and inspired by

our successful outcomes.

The holiday season offers

me a time to express my ap-

preciation. Because of you,

the faculty, staff, and stu-

dents, who give your best all

year long, Citrus College has

earned a well-deserved rep-

utation of excellence. At this

time, I thank you for all you

do.

Best wishes for health,

happiness and prosperity. I

look forward to continuing

our mission together in 2016! 

Holiday Season - A
Time of Reflection

Citrus College Receives Award
Every summer, Citrus

College STEM (Science,

Technology, Engineering, and

Mathematics) students com-

plete the Summer Research

Experience equipped with

research skills and real-world

industry experience. They

leave prepared for degree

completion, transfer success,

and career achievement. 

In recognition of these ef-

forts to support students,

Citrus College’s Summer

Research Experience became

one of two community college

programs to receive the 2015

Chancellor’s Student Success

Award from California

Community Colleges

Chancellor Brice W. Harris. 

The Summer Research Ex-

perience program was devel-

oped to promote student

equity and success, and in-

crease the enrollment of mi-

norities in STEM programs.

Participants in the program

conduct research alongside

professionals at prestigious

universities and research sites

throughout Southern Califor-

nia.

Through such experiences,

students gain an understand-

ing of the relevance of STEM

in their communities and a

glimpse of life in STEM profes-

sions. 

“Citrus College’s Summer

Research Experience program

provides a unique approach to

addressing student equity,

access, and completion

goals,” said Citrus College

Board President Susan M.

Keith. 

Since its initial development

in 2012, the Summer Research

Experience has led to STEM

students’ soaring completion

and transfer rates. 

“In addition to the students’

high level of commitment, I be-

lieve the program is success-

ful because of the passion and

dedication to student achieve-

ment that STEM faculty and

staff bring to campus each

day,” said Dr. Marianne Smith,

Director of STEM Grant Proj-

ects.
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Earlier this fall, participants in the Citrus College Summer Research Experience presented their

findings to the campus community during a symposium.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

Superintendent/President

Citrus College’s
Summer Research

Experience was
selected to

receive the 2015
Chancellor’s Student

Success Award
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For the sixth consecu-

tive year, G.I. Jobs maga-

zine selected Citrus

College as a “Military

Friendly School,” for 2016,

placing the institution in the

top 15 percent of colleges

and universities surveyed

nationwide.

Citrus College has stood

at the forefront in support-

ing student veterans since

2007, when it became the

first college in the United

States to develop a coun-

seling class addressing the

challenges veterans face.

Since that time, the college

has developed a strong

record of accomplishment

in recruiting, bolstering

academic opportunities,

and providing on-campus

support for returning veter-

ans.

Today, the college’s

Veterans Success Center

(VSC) assists an esti-

mated 500 student veter-

ans each year as they

transition from military to

civilian life.  The center

provides tutoring, peer and

academic counseling, and

assistance with Veterans

Administration documents.

Student veterans thrive

in the VSC’s supportive

environment.  In 2015, the

college awarded 95 asso-

ciate degrees and 54

certificates to student vet-

erans, with many transfer-

ring to four-year colleges

and universities to pursue

baccalaureate and ad-

vanced degrees. Since

2011, four student veter-

ans have received Citrus

College’s Man of the Year

or Woman of the Year

awards, the highest honor

a graduating student can

receive.

“The college’s Veterans

Success Center, along

with the support of faculty,

staff and community

members, has made it

possible for student

veterans to succeed aca-

demically and graduate

from Citrus College in

increasing numbers,” said

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.

Campus Safety Introduces Innovative App

Citrus College Named Military Friendly School

A veteran participates in the recent

Saluting Our Veterans event at Citrus

College.

The Citrus College Campus

Safety Department is continu-

ously seeking new methods to

provide a safe learning envi-

ronment. The latest strategy

called Citrus Guardian is a

free smartphone app available

to Citrus College students and

employees.

Through one’s mobile de-

vices, Citrus Guardian users

can send an alert to Campus

Safety with one click, automat-

ically providing their GPS loca-

tion and safety information,

including emergency contacts,

photos, and medical condi-

tions.  The goal is to generate

a faster, more precise re-

sponse from Campus Safety.

In addition to safeguarding

users at Citrus College, the

app works beyond campus

boundaries by coordinating

with 911 centers and sending

user information to first re-

sponders in the event of an

emergency. 

Another useful feature is the

valuable safety timer.

Students who are alone or in

unfamiliar places can set

timers that count down as they

travel to their destinations.  If

the timer expires before a user

confirms his or her safe ar-

rival, the app notifies Campus

Safety and any emergency

contacts, who can then re-

spond to the phone’s GPS lo-

cation immediately.

The app also provides di-

rect channels of communica-

tion at any time with Campus

Safety, allowing users to send

tips via text and multimedia

messages to Campus Safety

through the “Eye Witness”

feature.

“As part of an ongoing

proactive safety plan, the

Citrus Guardian app adds an

additional layer of safety, fur-

thering Citrus College’s com-

mitment to the security of our

campus,” said Benjamin

Macias, campus safety super-

visor.

Citrus College Campus Safety has launched a new smartphone

app that will enhance security for students, faculty, and staff.



Cosmetology Program Hosts Graduation Ceremony
Sixty-six students crossed

the stage during the gradua-

tion ceremony for the Citrus

College Cosmetology Pro-

gram on December 11, 2015.  

Prepared to begin a ca-

reer in the beauty industry,

each graduate leaves the

program with a professional

certificate, hours of experi-

ence, and honed skills.

“Many of these students

will go directly to the work-

place and represent Citrus

College as professionals,”

said Ann Everett, a faculty

member in the Citrus College

Cosmetology Program.

According to Everett, stu-

dents can choose from a va-

riety of paths within the

industry after completing the

program.  Because of their

Citrus College education,

graduates can begin suc-

cessful careers as hair styl-

ists, makeup artists,

estheticians, nail art techni-

cians, skin care specialists,

and salon managers.

All Citrus College cosme-

tology students are trained in

the latest techniques in cos-

metic treatment of the hair,

skin, and nails. Teaching the

Pivot Point System of

cosmetology, as well as the

state program curriculum,

the program helps students

develop the practical and

technical skills necessary to

enter and succeed in the

high-tech, ever-evolving

beauty industry. 

At the same time, the pro-

gram enables students to

maintain a large clientele of

community members in a

state-of-the-art salon

environment. They also have

the opportunity to participate

in community service proj-

ects and attend professional

hair shows.

“The cosmetology and

esthetician graduates are a

dynamic, energetic part of

the Citrus College commu-

nity,” said Everett. 

The program’s effective-

ness is evident when review-

ing the success rates of

Citrus College students

taking the California state

certification examinations.

As of July 2015, the college’s

esthetician students have a

100% passing rate.
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STEM Student Presents At National Symposium

Many of these students will 

go directly to the workforce 

and represent Citrus College 

as professionals.

“ “

ANN EVERETT, FACulTy MEMBER

Citrus College Cosmetology Program

Citrus College student Efren Gonzalez

had the opportunity to present his original

scientific research to the national scientific

community during the annual National Sci-

ence Foundation (NSF) Council for Under-

graduate Research Symposium this fall.

Gonzales shared the findings of re-

search he and others conducted during

the 2015 Citrus College Summer Re-

search Experience.  Their studies focused

on the anaerobic decomposition of carbon

in globally important peatland ecosytems,

highlighting its importance in understand-

ing the global carbon cycle and climate.

“At this presentation, national audiences

had the opportunity to see the work of

Citrus College’s incredibly talented sci-

ence, technology, engineering, and mathe-

matics (STEM) students and recognize the

role that the institution and other two-year

colleges play in preparing the nation’s

STEM workforce,” said Dr. Marianne

Smith, grant projects director.

As a student, Gonzalez has received

support from Citrus College instructors and

has held three internships which have al-

lowed him to conduct high-level scientific

research. 

“Through these experiences, I devel-

oped a more scientific-thinking mind,

which helped me tackle challenges in the

classroom,” he said.  “I can now confi-

dently say that conducting research or

working in a science-related position is

something that I can passionately do for

the rest of my life.”

Gonzalez plans on pursuing his affinity

for science by earning a biology degree

and a doctorate in evolution and ecology.

“Ultimately, I want to conduct research

that will impact wildlife and environmental

conservation efforts directly and also re-

duce the knowledge gap between the sci-

entific community and the general public,”

he said.

Citrus College student Efren Gonzalez pre-

sented research findings during a National

Science Foundation (NSF) symposium.



The Duarte Education Foundation has

named Dr. Arvid Spor a Community Dignitary

in recognition of his outstanding leadership,

support of high school and college students,

and contribution to education in the community.

Dr. Spor, who has 16 years of experience in

community college administration, serves as

the Citrus College vice president of academic

affairs.  In this role, he is responsible for foster-

ing student success and increasing comple-

tion rates.  As such, he oversees Duarte High

School’s Early College Program and Early De-

cision Program.  Under Dr. Spor’s leadership,

many of Duarte’s Early College students have

successfully transferred to four-year colleges

and universities.

A former community college student him-

self, Dr. Spor earned his bachelor’s degree in

business and psychology from Oregon State

University after attending Portland Community

College.  He then went on to earn a master’s

degree in counseling from California State

University Long Beach and a doctorate in edu-

cational leadership from the University of

Southern California.

With this extensive knowledge and experi-

ence, Dr. Spor will continue to lead Citrus Col-

lege in developing academic programs that

help students achieve success, complete col-

lege, and meet their educational goals.

“Dr. Spor has a commitment to student suc-

cess that is inspirational,” said Dr. Geraldine

M. Perri, Citrus College superintendent/

president.  “I am confident that his efforts will

lead to enhanced student success for Citrus

College.”
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Citrus College Administrator Honored

Santa Claus made his sev-

enth annual visit to Citrus

College, much to the delight

of more than 60 children and

their parents, at the 2015

Adopt an Angel Holiday Cele-

bration on December 3, 2015.

Sitting around a sparkling

Christmas tree, children lis-

tened to holiday stories before

Santa called them up to hand

them a gift purchased by a

member of the Citrus College

community.

“I love seeing the children’s

faces light up when they see

Santa and their excitement as

they open their gifts,” said

Joanne Hinojosa, the

EOPS/CARE supervisor.

“Many of them are so thankful

that they walk up to Santa and

thank him personally with a

great big hug.”

Hosted by the college’s

Cooperative Agencies

Resources for Education

(CARE) and California Work

Opportunity and Responsibil-

ity for Kids (CalWORKs) pro-

grams, the event allowed

Citrus College faculty and

staff members to “adopt” chil-

dren of the students in the

programs.

Adopters purchased and

wrapped an item from the chil-

dren’s wish lists, as well as a

book promoting literacy and

fitting within this year’s theme,

“It’s a Reading Wonderland!”

In addition, Citrus College

faculty and staff donated more

than 100 books during the 6th

Annual Superintendent/

President’s Holiday Social

earlier in the week.

“Given our students’ finan-

cial limitations, this event is

sometimes the only uplifting

holiday experience they can

provide for their children,” said

Hinojosa.  “The event sends

students the message that we

as a campus community

understand their plight and

want them to feel supported –

especially during this time of

year.”

Faculty, Staff Help Play Santa

The young members of the Smith family (pictured above) and

more than 60 other children received presents selected specifi-

cally for them by Citrus College faculty and staff during the

Annual Adopt an Angel Celebration.

Dr. Arvid Spor, Vice President of

Academic Affairs
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New Speaker Series Inspires College Community

Community Colleges Celebrate Bill Signing
Citrus College leaders

joined with other California

community college members,

representatives from the Cali-

fornia Community Colleges

Chancellor’s Office, and As-

semblymember Chris Holden

(D-Pasadena) at Pasadena

City College on November 4 to

celebrate the signing of AB

288 by Governor Brown.

The bill fosters partnerships

between high schools and

community colleges to enable

a broader range of students to

take college-level courses at

their high schools or on col-

lege campuses in concurrent

enrollment.  These programs

pave the way to strong aca-

demic and transfer success.

Assemblymember Holden

recognized Citrus College

Trustee Susan M. Keith and

Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D. for

their effective advocacy and

support of AB 288.  Board

Member Keith also spoke dur-

ing the program, highlighting

the benefits of concurrent en-

rollment programs for students

and their families.

Standing at the forefront as

a leader in creating concurrent

enrollment partnerships, Citrus

College partnered with the

Duarte Unified School District

to establish an innovative

Early College program in

2009.  The model proved suc-

cessful, and today high school

students can take Citrus Col-

lege courses at Duarte, Mon-

rovia, and Gladstone (Azusa

Unified) High Schools, en-

abling them to graduate with

college credit, save time and

money, and build a foundation

for future academic success.

“Citrus College is very

proud of its efforts on behalf of

AB 288,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president

of Citrus College.  “As a

College of Completion, we are

committed to working with our

K-12 education partners to in-

crease the number of students

who are prepared for college

and on track toward achieving

their educational and career

goals.”

This fall, Citrus College students were

offered testimonies of encouragement and

hope by the Faculty Learning Institute’s

(FLI) first speaker series. 

Sponsored by Student Equity Planning,

the series drew nationally-recognized

guest speakers who shared their own sto-

ries of hardship and perseverance.

At the first event on November 16, Brian

Banks, a former NFL player, told his story

of adversity, resilience, and redemption.  A

high school football star with NFL aspira-

tions, Banks was falsely accused and con-

victed of a crime and served more than

five years in prison.  In 2011, he success-

fully cleared his name and began traveling

the nation as an advocate for justice.

A subsequent speaker, Jackie Cruz,

encouraged students to pursue their pas-

sions during the second event in the se-

ries.  A popular singer, songwriter, and ac-

tress known for her role in the acclaimed

series Orange is the New Black, Cruz

once endured a near fatal accident that al-

most left her paralyzed.  Since that time,

she has risen to fame as one of the Holly-

wood Reporter’s “Top Latino Powerhouses

under 40.”

Acknowledging the challenges the

speakers faced, Monica Killen, director of

college success at Citrus College, said

“Life throws curveballs, but you can over-

come challenges and succeed in accom-

plishing your goals. I think these speakers

have the ability to touch those students

who are struggling and provide the inspira-

tion they need.”

Jackie Cruz, a performer known for her role

in the acclaimed series Orange is the New

Black, was one of two speakers who were

featured as part of the Faculty learning In-

stitutes’ Speaker Series.

Assemblymember Chris Holden (fourth from left) recognized

Citrus College Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri

(third from left) and Citrus Community College District Trustee

Susan M. Keith (fifth from right) during a recent event to cele-

brate the signing of AB 288.


