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Day after day, the Citrus
College community works
diligently to accomplish ob-
jectives, facilitate progress,
and improve effectiveness.
From students studying for
tests to board members in-
teracting in their communi-
ties, every individual is
working toward the ultimate
goal of student success.

Of course, the motivation
for our hard work is the de-
sire to increase academic
achievement and college
completion rates. Consis-
tently breaking records and
receiving recognition is a
rewarding by-product of
our commitment to excel-
lence.

In this issue of the Citrus
View, we feature several
articles highlighting recent
institutional and individual
accomplishments. These
stories serve as reminders
of the great things happen-
ing at Citrus College on a
daily basis.

Thank you for all you do
to make this institution a
national leader.  Have a
wonderful spring semester.

Breaking Records
and Making History

Citrus College to Compete for Prestigious Award
Citrus College has received

its second consecutive invita-

tion to compete for the presti-

gious $1 million Aspen Prize

for Community College

Excellence.

The prize, awarded every

two years by the Aspen

Institute College Excellence

Program, is a national recog-

nition of high achievement

and performance among com-

munity colleges.  As an award

nominee, Citrus College is

considered among the top

150 community colleges in

the United States.

“The Aspen Prize for

Community College

Excellence is one of the most

esteemed community college

competitions in the nation.

Being invited to participate is

a great honor for Citrus

College and is made possible

by the institution’s commit-

ment to completion,” said Mrs.

Susan M. Keith, president of

the Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees.

According to the Aspen

Institute, Citrus College was

selected from a national pool

of more than 1,000 public

two-year colleges based on

an assessment of institutional

performance, improvement,

and equity.  As one of the top

150 community colleges,

Citrus College will submit a

formal application for the

Aspen Prize.

After all of the nominees

submit their applications, a

committee of higher education

experts will select 10 colleges

to advance to the next round

of the competition. The

Institute will then conduct site

visits and collect information

to determine a winner. The $1

million prize will be presented

in early 2017.

February 2016 www.citruscollege.edu

View

Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

The consistent improvement of Citrus College’s student outcomes is one of the reasons the institution has once again
been invited to compete for the Aspen Prize for Excellence.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President
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News

Citrus College has once again been

named one of the United States’ leading

degree and certificate producing two-

year institutions by Community College
Week.

Every year, the bi-weekly magazine

issues a report ranking the nation’s top

two-year colleges in 44 different cate-

gories. This year, Citrus College was

named in seven categories, the most

since the magazine began publishing

the report in 2003.

“As always, it is truly an honor to be

recognized by Community College
Week,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president. “Our consis-

tent inclusion on their Top 100 lists

serves as a tremendous source of pride

for the college.”

Using data gathered from the 2014-

2015 academic year, the magazine

ranked Citrus College fifth in the cate-

gory of awarding associate degrees in

multi-interdisciplinary studies; 17th in

awarding associate degrees to Hispanic

students; 26th in awarding associate

degrees in parks, recreation, leisure,

and fitness studies; 32nd in awarding

associate degrees to minority students;

47th in awarding associate degrees in

practical nursing; 71st in awarding asso-

ciate degrees in all disciplines; and 76th

in awarding associate degrees to Asian-

American students.

“Citrus College is incredibly proud to

be recognized as one of the top commu-

nity colleges in the country,” said Mrs.

Susan M. Keith, president of the Citrus

Community College District Board of

Trustees.  “This is an outstanding ac-

complishment that was made possible

through collaboration, innovation, and

the pursuit of excellence.  We will con-

tinue to enhance our programs and

services to ensure that the needs of our

students are met.”

Citrus College Receives First NSF Grant

Citrus College Named to National Top Producer Lists:

Breaks All Institutional Records 

Citrus College has been awarded a

grant from the National Science Founda-

tion (NSF).  The $406,321 award is the

first of its kind in the college’s history, and

it will fund a project entitled “GP-EXTRA:

Bridge to the Geosciences for Community

College Students.”

A collaborative project designed to in-

crease the number of STEM students ex-

posed to career opportunities available

within the geosciences, GP-EXTRA will

engage 20 Citrus College students annu-

ally for the next three years.  These stu-

dents will participate in experiential

learning “geomodules” organized around

four different subfields of the geo-

sciences:  planetary, atmospheric,

oceanic, and environmental.

“Citrus College will be working with the

Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) and the

University Corporation for Atmospheric

Research (UCAR), two world renowned

institutions, to expose a diverse popula-

tion of early college students to the wide

range of career pathways the geo-

sciences afford,” said Dr. Marianne Smith,

director of STEM grants at Citrus College

and the project’s principal investigator. 

Students will apply for the opportunity

to participate in GP-EXTRA, which will in-

clude a weekend spent learning about re-

search in the deep subseafloor biosphere

at the Center for Dark Energy Biosphere

Investigations on Catalina Island and ten

days immersed in atmospheric research,

training, and fieldwork at UCAR in

Boulder, Co.  As part of the project, partic-

ipants will also be required to share their

knowledge with other STEM students at

Citrus College.

“Being selected to receive a prestigious

grant from the National Science

Foundation is a momentous accomplish-

ment, and I commend those who made it

possible,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president of Citrus

College.

A grant awarded to Citrus College by the National
Science Foundation will be used to expose a diverse
population of early college students to career path-
ways in the geosciences.

Category ‘13 - ’14 ‘14 - ’15
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Interdisciplinary
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Associate Degrees
to Hispanic Students
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Leisure, and Fitness
Studies

Associate Degrees
in All Disciplines to
Minority Students

Nursing:  Practical,
Vocational, and
Nursing Assistants

Associate Degrees
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Associate Degrees
to Asian-Americans
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Student Newspaper Wins Journalism Awards
The Citrus College Clarion

newspaper recently won 14

journalism awards at the

Journalism Association of

Community Colleges (JACC)

Southern Regional Confer-

ence.  In addition to receiv-

ing the organization’s highest

honor of General Excellence,

Citrus College student re-

porters and graphic design-

ers also received awards in

11 categories.

The Clarion won first-

place awards for front-page

layout, inside page layout,

and photo illustration.  It also

received a second place

award for inside page layout,

as well as second place for

informational graphic,

student designed advertise-

ment, and webcast/broad-

cast news.  In addition,

illustration, photo illustration

and student designed adver-

tisement earned third place

awards. 

The column writing and

enterprise news story/series

categories garnered fourth

and fifth place, respectively.

An honorable mention for

opinion writing rounded out

the Clarion’s sweep.

“The Citrus College com-

munity is immensely proud of

the Clarion’s impressive ac-

complishments at the JACC

conference,” said Superin-

tendent/President Geraldine

M. Perri, Ph.D.

Mrs. Susan M. Keith, pres-

ident of the Citrus Commu-

nity College District Board of

Trustees, said she was also

pleased to learn of the news-

paper’s success.

“The Clarion staff consis-

tently demonstrates their ex-

traordinary talents as

individual writers and design-

ers and as a team that invari-

ably produces an

award-winning publication,”

she said.  “Many of them go

on to achieve successful ca-

reers that enrich their com-

munities and make Citrus

College proud.”
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Citrus College Excels in National Challenge
A successful blood drive organized last

spring by Citrus College student leaders

has received national recognition.

Last month, Citrus College was notified

that it ranked 12th out of 330 colleges and

universities that had participated in the

2015 National Cesar E. Chavez Blood

Drive Challenge.  

The national competition is organized by

the Immigrant Youth of America and the

Red Cross in honor of the late civil rights

activist Cesar E. Chavez.  As part of the

challenge, participating institutions are

awarded points based on a variety of fac-

tors, including the percentage of their goal

that was met, the number of units col-

lected, and the number of first time donors.

Since 2010, Citrus College’s participa-

tion in the blood drive has been made pos-

sible by the Associated Students of Citrus

College (ASCC).  Student leaders recruit

donors by distributing fliers, creating

posters, making classroom and social

media announcements, and sponsoring in-

terclub competitions.  They also make re-

minder phone calls to registered donors

and volunteers throughout the event.

“We commend the members of the

Associated Students of Citrus College

Executive Board for leading the institution

in this worthy endeavor,” said Dr. Martha

McDonald, vice president of student

services at Citrus College.  “Their desire to

help others is inspirational and serves as

an excellent representation of Citrus

College’s institutional commitment to

meeting the needs of the community.”

The 2016 Cesar E. Chavez National

Blood Drive Challenge will take place

March 28-31 in the Faculty Lounge of the

Citrus College Ross L. Handy Campus

Center.

The staff of the Citrus College Clarion newspaper proudly display their
awards from the Journalism Association of Community Colleges.



An experienced student services adminis-

trator joined Citrus College as the new dean

of students on Monday, February 1, 2016.

The Citrus Community College District

Board of Trustees approved the appointment

of Dr. Maryann Tolano-Leveque during their

January 19 meeting.  She fills a position left

vacant when Dr. Martha McDonald was

named vice president of student services in

August.

Dr. Tolano-Leveque brings more than a

decade of experience in higher education to

Citrus College.  Most recently, she served as

director of the Honors Program at Mt. San

Antonio College (Mt. SAC).  Her professional

background also includes time spent as di-

rector of Student Life and student activities

coordinator at Mt. SAC, as well as student

programs director at California Polytechnic

University, Pomona (Cal Poly Pomona).

“The mission of Citrus College is to foster a

learning environment that supports college

completion and student achievement.  Effec-

tive leadership in the student affairs division is

a crucial aspect of fulfilling this mission,” said

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/

president.  “We are confident that Dr. Tolano-

Leveque’s professional experience, aca-

demic preparation, and most importantly,

desire to serve students, will enable the stu-

dent affairs division to build upon its long his-

tory of success.”

In her new position, Dr. Tolano-Leveque

will be responsible for providing leadership in

the areas of student life and leadership devel-

opment, including student government, clubs,

discipline, the Student Health Center, and the

Veterans Success Center. 
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Citrus College Welcomes New Dean of Students

While a visit to the Health

Center may cause trepidation

for some, Citrus College has

the perfect prescription to put

patients at ease.  Her name

is Laura Shurtleff.

As the secretary of the

Citrus College Health Center,

Shurtleff is known for greet-

ing each student with a smile.

Her calm and gentle de-

meanor helps visitors feel

comfortable, despite their im-

mediate health care needs.

For this reason, the Classi-

fied Development Committee

selected Shurtleff to be the

January 2016 recipient of the

“Above and Beyond -

Classified Development,” or

ABCD Award.

The ABCD award was in-

troduced three years ago as

a way of acknowledging the

significant contributions clas-

sified employees make to the

institution.  It is presented

quarterly during meetings of

the Citrus Community

College District Board of

Trustees.

Shurtleff was nominated

for the award by Dr. Shauna

Bigby, college nurse.

“Laura is the first face the

students see when they enter

the Health Center.  She is no

doubt on the front line,” Bigby

said.  “Whether a student is

in an emergency situation or

is seeking health care on

their own for the first time,

Laura is very sensitive to

their needs.  She is a truly

valuable employee and the

Health Center is very fortu-

nate to have her!” 

Health Center Employee Honored

The Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees approved

the appointment of Dr. Maryann

Tolano-Leveque during their January

19, 2016 meeting.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president (left) and Mrs.

Susan M. Keith, president of the Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees (right) present Laura Shurtleff, Health

Center secretary, with the Above and Beyond - Classified

Development Award.



Page 5

News

Basketball Teams Raise Money for Cancer Research

Doctoral Students Visit Citrus College
Fourteen doctoral students

from Azusa Pacific University

(APU) recently learned more

about the community college

system with the help of Citrus

College.

The students attend APU

satellite campuses for eleven

months of the year, but receive

face-to-face instruction at the

Azusa campus for two weeks

in January and two weeks in

July.  Dr. Karen Longman, pro-

fessor and program director of

the university’s Doctoral

Higher Education Program,

wanted their January session

to include a site visit to Citrus

College.

The visiting students are

working professionals in col-

leges and universities around

the country who were enrolled

in a Critical Issues in Higher

Education’ course.  According

to Dr. Longman, many of the

students were unfamiliar with

community colleges, and Cit-

rus College was the ideal

place to broaden their world.

During their visit, the stu-

dents received a brief tour of

the campus and heard pre-

sentations regarding student

characteristics, accreditation,

instruction, and student serv-

ices.  They also participated in

a panel discussion with Citrus

College students.

“The half day program pro-

vided the APU cohort with a

broader view of the system

and insight into the issues and

challenges community college

students face,” said Dr. Martha

McDonald, Citrus College’s

vice president of student serv-

ices.  “Dr. Longman and her

students were very impressed

with Citrus College and appre-

ciative of the time spent and

the information provided.”

The Citrus College Men’s and

Women’s Basketball teams may have

been playing Glendale College when

they stepped on the court January 23,

but their real opponent was cancer.

The two teams – and their coaches –

were participating in Coaches vs. Cancer,

a statewide collaboration between the

National Basketball Coaches Association

and the American Cancer Society (ACS).  

The purpose of the Coaches vs.

Cancer initiative is to leverage the per-

sonal experiences, community leader-

ship, and professional excellence of the

nation’s coaches to increase cancer

awareness.

“Our basketball teams collected dona-

tions at the door during their home con-

tests versus Glendale College,” ex-

plained Andrew Wheeler, Citrus College

sports information coordinator.  “Dona-

tions were also accepted in the colleges’

main athletics offices the week prior to

and following the event.”

According to Wheeler, the California

Community College Basketball Coaches

Association presents a check to ACS

during the California Community College

Athletic Association’s State Champi-

onships every year.

“Over the past four years, the coaches

have been able to present the American

Cancer Society with more than $100,000

in donations from colleges throughout the

state,” Wheeler said. “The event is a win-

win.  It gives people the chance to do-

nate to a good cause while seeing quality

basketball games.”

ANDREW WHEELER

Sports Information Coordinator

“ The event is a win-win.
It gives people the chance

to donate to 
a good cause while

seeing quality 
basketball games.

“

Citrus College recently hosted 14 doctoral students from Azusa

Pacific University.


