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Every month, the Citrus
View shares many of the
exciting accomplishments
and developments that
occur at Citrus College.
While this newsletter may
reflect the extensive
progress that takes place,
it does not always communi-
cate the sheer enthusiasm
that makes this progress
possible.

At Citrus College, the fact
that we consistently break
records and receive recogni-
tion is a direct result of the
passion our faculty, staff,
and students have for aca-
demic excellence.  Whether
it is the signing of a new
Transfer Admission Guaran-
tee agreement, the success
of our Phi Theta Kappa stu-
dents, or the collaboration
with our K-12 partners, the
exciting news highlighted in
this issue is the product of a
college community working
hard to make great things
happen!

Thank you, as always, for
all you do!

For years, Citrus College

and the University of La Verne

(ULV) have worked together

on various initiatives to ensure

the success of their students.

On April 5, the colleges took

another step in their collabora-

tion when Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/

president of Citrus College,

and Dr. Devorah Lieberman,

University of La Verne

president, signed a new

Transfer Admission Guarantee

(TAG) agreement. 

The historic agreement

guarantees admission to ULV

for all Citrus College students

who meet the eligibility require-

ments. Students will also have

access to ULV academic and

financial aid advisors, receive

an application fee waiver, and

qualify for a one-time $1,000

TAG scholarship from ULV. 

“Citrus College and the

University of La Verne are both

committed to helping guide

students down the path to suc-

cess,” Dr. Perri said. “As a re-

sult, we have joined forces to

create programs and services

designed to do just that.” 

In the past, Citrus College

and ULV have received a co-

operative federal grant to im-

prove the completion rates of

students who aspire to teach.

Citrus College also partnered

with ULV in another federal

grant designed to support stu-

dents studying STEM (Sci-

ence, Technology,

Engineering, and Mathemat-

ics) disciplines. Currently,

Citrus College sends more

transfer students to ULV than

any other community college. 

“By providing students with

this clear and efficient path-

way, Citrus College and the

University of La Verne will em-

power students to reach their

goals and achieve success,”

said Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus Com-

munity College District Board

of Trustees. “This is definitely

something to be celebrated!”
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Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

University of La Verne President Dr. Devorah Lieberman (seated, left) and Citrus College Superintendent/President Dr.
Geraldine M. Perri (seated, right) are joined by former Citrus College students and Citrus Community College District
Trustees (standing, fourth from left) Dr. Edward C. Ortell, Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, Clerk/Secretary Dr. Patricia A.
Rasmussen, Vice President Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, and President Mrs. Susan M. Keith at the transfer agreement
signing on April 5, 2016.  

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Signs Historic Transfer Agreement

Passion Makes
Progress Possible

Citrus College

sends more 

transfer students to

the University 

of La Verne than any

other community 

college



Page 2

News

In recent years, Citrus

College has ranked as a

national leader in empow-

ering Hispanic students to

achieve their college goals. 

The Hispanic Outlook in
Higher Education, a bi-

weekly publication reach-

ing more than 50,000

readers, ranked Citrus

College as 12th out of

more than 1,100 commu-

nity colleges in awarding

associate degrees to

Hispanic students in the

2016 “Top 25 Community

Colleges for Hispanics”

issue.  

“It is always an honor to

be recognized as one of

the nation’s top degree

producers by The Hispanic
Outlook, but this year we

are especially pleased with

our advanced ranking,”

said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president of

Citrus College. “The faculty

and staff of Citrus College

are committed to increas-

ing college completion

rates, and being ranked

twelfth in the nation

demonstrates that we are

making excellent

progress.”

Over the past few years,

faculty and staff have built

upon their commitment to

empower all students in

reaching their educational

and career goals. Since

then, completion rates

have risen to all-time highs,

and the college has drawn

national recognition from

several sources.

“Citrus College strives to

foster a diverse educa-

tional community in which

academic excellence and

student success thrive,”

said Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus

Community College District

Board of Trustees. “Being

recognized nationally as a

top community college un-

derscores our institutional

growth in these areas.” 

Citrus College Recognized for Serving Hispanic Students

The Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education
has ranked Citrus College 12th out of more
than 1,100 community colleges in awarding
associate degrees to Hispanic students.

K-14 Educators Collaborate at Forum
Citrus College hosted a K-14 Education

Forum on March 18, 2016. Board of educa-

tion members, superintendents, high

school principals, and school administra-

tors from the college’s K-12 school district

partners attended the breakfast meeting to

learn more about the topic, “Dual

Enrollment Partnerships and Models, as

provided for by the College and Career Ac-

cess Pathways Partnerships Act, AB 288.” 

AB 288 (Holden) was passed by the

Legislature and signed into law in 2015,

and it became effective on January 1,

2016. AB 288 establishes the College and

Career Access Pathways Act (CCAP),

which authorizes California Community

College districts to enter into formal part-

nership agreements with local school dis-

tricts to expand access to concurrent

enrollment opportunities for high school

students.

The new law accelerates learning by

creating a framework that allows students

who demonstrate competency to take up to

15 units of community college coursework,

if certain conditions are met. It also ex-

pands opportunities for students who may

not already be college bound, and it allows

students to avoid remedial coursework

when they begin college.

During the forum, Citrus College board

members, administrators, deans, and fac-

ulty members joined in the discussions on

ways to provide dual enrollment opportuni-

ties for students in the college’s K-12

feeder districts. California Community

Colleges Vice Chancellor Vincent W.

Stewart, who did extensive work on this

legislation, presented details of the new

law and answered questions. 

The K-14 Education Forum was well

attended, and the feedback has been very

positive.

“In the months and years ahead, Citrus

College will build upon the work that was

begun at our recent K-14 Education

Forum,” said Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees. ”I have no doubt

that our collective commitment, passion,

and knowledge will increase student suc-

cess rates throughout the region.”

From left to right:  Trustee Dr. Edward C. Ortell;
Trustee Mrs. Joanne Montgomery; California
Community Colleges Vice Chancellor Vincent W.
Stewart; Board President Mrs. Susan M. Keith;
Board Vice President Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson;
Board Clerk/Secretary Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen;
and Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri.
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Honor Society Students Receive Multiple Commendations
Several impressive national and

regional recognitions have recently been

presented to Citrus College Phi Theta

Kappa (PTK) students.

In early April, the members of the Beta

Nu Eta chapter of the two-year college

honor society were notified that their chap-

ter had been named one of the “Top 100

Chapters” in the nation. They also learned

that they had received a Distinguished

Chapter Award, a Distinguished Honors in

Action Award, and had been named a Five

Star Chapter, the organization’s highest

ranking.

In addition, Citrus College student

Nicole Wassef received an award for

being on a Distinguished Regional Officer

Team.

“Phi Theta Kappa is considered one of

the most prestigious two-year college hon-

ors societies in the United States. Dozens

of chapters compete for regional awards

and hundreds compete for national

awards,” said Brian Waddington, Citrus

College history instructor and the Beta Nu

Eta chapter’s advisor.  “It is fairly competi-

tive to win some of these awards.  Our

chapter was one of only a few other

colleges in the western states to receive

national honors.”

The PTK members were notified that

they had received the national recogni-

tions after returning home from the organi-

zation’s Nevada/California Spring

Convention, during which they had re-

ceived several regional honors.  These in-

cluded being named a Most Distinguished

Chapter in Nevada/California, as well as

receiving first and third place for their

Honors in Action Research projects.  They

also learned that chapter members Alicia

Beckley and Maxime Tondre were also

selected to the All-California Academic

Team.

“Participation in Phi Theta Kappa or any

other honor society helps students learn

and grow in many ways.  These organiza-

tions help develop leadership, public

speaking, and organizational skills, while

also providing opportunities for meaningful

academic experiences,” said Citrus

College Superintendent/President

Geraldine M. Perri, Ph.D.  “Citrus

College’s Beta Nu Eta Chapter of PTK is

impressive.  We are incredibly proud of

each member and applaud their numerous

honors and recognitions.” 

BRIAN WADDINGTON

Phi Theta Kappa Faculty Advisor

“ Our chapter was one 
of only a few other 

colleges in the western
states to receive 
national honors.

“

Citrus College achieved a ground-

breaking new record for the number of

students who transfer to four-year col-

leges and universities, as 1,234 students

successfully transferred in the 2014-2015

academic year. This represents a 67

percent increase in successful student

transfers since 2003. 

“Many students enter the college with

transfer as their education goal, and the

college community is dedicated to provid-

ing the academic preparation and sup-

port services that allow these students to

transfer to the colleges of their choice,”

said Superintendent/President Geraldine

M. Perri, Ph.D.

This new achievement is a continua-

tion of Citrus College’s longstanding

legacy of preparing students for transfer.

Citrus College was a California Commu-

nity College System leader in developing

Associate Degrees for Transfer. In 2012,

the college pledged to become a College

of Completion, implementing new strate-

gies and strengthening its existing pro-

grams to increase the number of

students who transfer to four-year institu-

tions.  As a result, it has been breaking

institutional records every year since

2011.

Donna Phillips is one of the many

students who successfully transferred

from Citrus College to Pitzer College in

2007. She recently completed a master’s

degree in English literature from

Claremont Graduate University. “Citrus

College provided me with the academic

skills I needed to thrive in the challenging

realms of higher education,” Phillips said.

“The college presents a welcoming at-

mosphere for students who have made

the important decision to empower their

lives and futures through education.”

Citrus College has seen a 67 percent increase in
the number of students transferring to four-year
colleges and universities over the last 10 years.

Citrus College Students Transfer in Record Numbers



For more than 35 years,

Angelita “Angie” Delgado,

of External and Govern-

ment  Relations, has been

a “go to” person for the nu-

merous fliers, business

cards, brochures, annual

reports, magazines, adver-

tisements, programs and

other materials.  All these

items communicate Citrus

College’s academic pro-

grams, student services,

and accomplishments as

one of the nation’s top

community colleges.

Angie’s outstanding

service to the college,

along with her reputation

for professionalism,

earned her the April 2016

Above and Beyond Classi-

fied Development (ABCD)

Award, presented at the

April meeting of the Citrus

Community College

District Board of

Trustees.

As one of Citrus

College’s longest-serving

employees, Angie was

commended for her

institutional memory and

her calm, pleasant de-

meanor.  “Angie interacts

with  members of the col-

lege community with pro-

fessionalism, customer

service, and diplomacy,”

said Paula Green, director

of communications and

nominator.  “On many oc-

casions, she has acted

‘above and beyond’ to help

External Relations stay the

course and finish the proj-

ects.”

Introduced in 2013, the

ABCD Award acknowl-

edges the significant con-

tributions classified

employees make to the

institution. Honorees share

a trophy, nicknamed the

“Hootie,” which is pre-

sented quarterly during

meetings of the Citrus

Community College

District Board of Trustees.
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Longtime Employee Receives Recognition

On December 10, 2015, four Tunisian

leaders who valiantly worked to prevent civil

war, establish a democracy, and fight for

minority rights received the Nobel Peace

Prize at a special ceremony in Oslo, Norway.

Hosted by television personality Jay Leno,

the event celebrating peace was attended

by the Norwegian royal family and visitors

from across the globe, including  Citrus

College’s own English instructor, Dr. David

Overly.

Attending the event represented the culmi-

nation of Overly’s semester-long sabbatical,

which he used to develop an introductory

course in peace studies. The new course will

serve as the cornerstone of a peace studies

degree program at Citrus College, the third

of its kind in the California Community

College System.

In establishing a peace studies program,

Citrus College joins a powerful national

movement in higher education. “Our stu-

dents will be prepared to transfer to distin-

guished public and private four-year

institutions within California and throughout

the nation,” said Overly. “They will develop

skills necessary for rewarding careers in

diplomatic and government service, the

United Nations, labor relations, social and

economic development, and humanitarian

relief.”

This spring, Overly taught “Saving Civi-

lization: Strategies for Peace” for the first

time, sharing with students challenges and

hopes for the future. “As the inheritors of our

world, students will need to make wise

choices regarding peace and sustainability

in a changing environment,” said Overly. “I

hope to equip them with the knowledge nec-

essary to make those choices.” 

Instructor Attends Nobel Peace Prize Ceremony

Dr. David Overly, English instructor,
attended the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony
held in December as part of his Citrus
College sabbatical.

Angie Delgado, ABCD Award recipient
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Citrus College: Helping Fight Hunger for More than a Decade
For the thirteenth year in a row, Citrus

College has helped raise money to com-

bat hunger and poverty in the community

by participating in the Empty Bowls event.

In February, Citrus College students

and staff, Glendora Mayor Gene

Murabito, firemen, policemen, and other

community members traded watching the

Super Bowl with attending Souper Bowl

Sunday at the Citrus College Pottery

Studio. With clay donated by Laguna Clay

Company, attendees crafted hundreds of

bowls to be fired, glazed, and donated to

Empty Bowls.

Five weeks later, hundreds gathered for

the annual Empty Bowls event at the First

Christian Church in Glendora to purchase

handcrafted bowls, including those made

by students in Citrus College art classes,

and fill them with soup donated from

restaurants in Glendora. Joining the

fesitivites were Trustee Patricia A. Ras-

mussen and Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

Citrus College Superintendent/ President. 

In 2003, Mike Hillman, Citrus College

art instructor, started the event with two of

the college’s art students. Since then,

Empty Bowls has raised nearly $140,000.

This year, the event raised $5,300 to sup-

port local organizations fighting hunger in

the community. 

“Funds from past Empty Bowls events

have founded several food banks, started

three other Empty Bowls projects in the

Los Angeles area, and created hundreds

of food vouchers for people without food,”

said Hillman. “Guests keep the bowls as

a reminder of all the people who have

empty bowls not by choice, but because

of unfortunate circumstances.” 

From left to right:  Dr. Patricia Rasmussen,
clerk/secretary for the Citrus Community College
District Board of Trustees; Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,
superintendent/president of Citrus College; Mike
Hillman, Citrus College visual  arts instructor and
event co-founder; Rev. Karen Davis, pastor of First
Christian Church of Glendora; and Lynn Hendricks,
Citrus College student and event co-founder.

The Associated Students

of Citrus College (ASCC)

collected 215 units of us-

able blood - potentially sav-

ing 645 lives - during the

March 2016 National Cesar

E. Chavez Blood Drive

Challenge.  The Migrant

Students Foundation and

the American Red Cross

organize the blood drive

each year in honor of the

late civil rights activist.

In preparation for the

blood drive, ASCC leaders

recruited donors by distrib-

uting fliers, creating

posters, making classroom

and social media an-

nouncements, and spon-

soring interclub

competitions.  They also

called registered donors to

remind them of the blood

drive and assisted the staff

throughout the event.

“The Cesar E. Chavez

Blood Drive Challenge is a

very worthwhile student ac-

tivity.  In addition to saving

lives and raising aware-

ness about the importance

of blood donation, it pro-

motes health education,

health and science careers

and civic engagement,”

said Superintendent/Presi-

dent Geraldine M. Perri,

Ph.D.

Colleges and universities

that participate in the Na-

tional Cesar E. Chavez

Blood Drive Challenge re-

ceive points for a variety of

factors, including the per-

centage of their goals met,

the number of units col-

lected, and the number of

first-time donors.  These

criteria are ranked accord-

ing to the total points the

institutions receive.

While it is too early to de-

termine the rankings for the

2016 blood drive, Citrus

College has earned a repu-

tation for its successful par-

ticipation.  Since 2012, the

college has placed among

the nation’s top 20 U.S. col-

leges and universities in

this highly regarded service

learning initiative.

Nearly 700 lives were potentially saved  
because of the Cesar E. Chavez Blood Drive
Challenge recently organized by the 
Associated Students of Citrus College.

Citrus College Excels in National Blood Drive


