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What an incredible aca-

demic year this has been at

Citrus College!  From our

accreditation site visit in

September to our upcoming

100th Commencement

Ceremony, it has been

action packed from begin-

ning to end.

In this, the final Citrus
View of 2015-2016, we high-

light more of the institutional

accomplishments, student

successes, and faculty and

staff achievements that

have come to define Citrus

College.  Though this se-

mester may be coming to a

close, institutional progress

will continue throughout the

summer and there will be

much to report in the fall.

Thank you for all you

have done to make this a

monumental year for Citrus

College and its students.  

Have a great summer!

The persistence and

college completion rates of

Citrus College students have

exceeded statewide aver-

ages, according to the 2016

Student Success Scorecard

issued by the California

Community College

Chancellor’s Office.

The Scorecard is an an-

nual report that presents a

longitudinal study of Califor-

nia students who started as

first-time freshmen at commu-

nity colleges during the

2009-2010 academic year.

Released on March 30, 2016,

it evaluates student progress

evidenced by the completion

of an associate degree, cer-

tificate, or a transfer-related

program; enrollment in the

first three consecutive terms

of the analyses; and the com-

pletion of 30 units or more.

In addition to exceeding

statewide performance aver-

ages, Citrus College experi-

enced increases in nearly

every metric.  This success

affirms the institution’s repu-

tation as a leader in higher

education on both the state

and national level.

“The 2016 Student

Success Scorecard reflects

an institutional culture that

produces historic numbers of

students who earn associate

degrees and career technical

certificates, and who transfer

to four-year colleges and

universities – making the

promise of completion a real-

ity,” said Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus

Community College District

Board of Trustees.

May/June 2016 www.citruscollege.edu
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Citrus College student success rates exceed statewide averages, according to the 2016 Student Success Scorecard.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Outperforms Peers in Key Areas

Citrus College
Wraps Up Amazing

Academic Year
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Community College League of

California (CCLC) President and CEO

Larry Galizio, Ph.D., recently visited

Citrus College to engage in discussions

with college leaders and tour the

college’s programs and facilities.

“We were thrilled that Dr. Galizio was

able to find time in his busy schedule to

visit Citrus College and learn about our

programs and services,” said Dr.

Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/

president of Citrus College. “It was a

very productive visit.”

In addition to Dr. Perri, Mrs. Susan M.

Keith, board president; Dr. Patricia A.

Rasmussen, board member; Mrs. Joanne

Montgomery, board member; Dr. Arvid

Spor, vice president of academic affairs;

Dr. Martha McDonald, vice president of

student services; Ms. Claudette E. Dain,

vice president of finance and administra-

tive services; and Dr. James Lancaster,

dean of curriculum, career, technical and

continuing education were present to wel-

come Dr. Galizio.

During the visit, Dr. Galizio and college

leaders discussed a variety of topics, in-

cluding the college readiness of incoming

freshmen; student retention; degree com-

pletion; and other challenges faced by

California’s community colleges. In addi-

tion, the group took Dr. Galizio on a tour

of the entire campus, stopping off at the

Campus Center, where students and staff

were participating in the annual Cesar E.

Chavez Blood Drive Challenge.

“Dr. Galizio demonstrated a genuine

interest in Citrus College’s programs that

are directed at supporting students and

helping them be successful in reaching

their college goals,” said Mrs. Susan M.

Keith, president of the Citrus Community

College District Board of Trustees. “I

believe he was very impressed with

Citrus College, and we were impressed

by his knowledge and enthusiasm.”

Community College League of California CEO Tours Citrus College

Citrus College Named Higher Education Champion
The Campaign for College

Opportunity, a nonprofit or-

ganization dedicated to

ensuring that California’s stu-

dents have the chance to

succeed in college, has

named Citrus College a

“Champion for Higher

Education” due to its suc-

cessful development and im-

plementation of California’s

new associate degrees for

transfer.

The college was one of 13

of the state’s 113 community

colleges honored for leading

the way in creating strong

transfer pathways.  The

organization also honored

three California State Univer-

sities.  California Secretary

of State Alex Padilla and

other legislative leaders pre-

sented the honorees with a

special recognition of their

achievements during a cere-

mony held in Sacramento in

early June.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president;

Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus

Community College District

Board of Trustees; Dr.

Martha McDonald, vice

president of student

services; and Dr. Arvid Spor,

vice president of academic

affairs represented Citrus

College at the event.

According to the

California Community

College Chancellor’s Office,

the number of transfer de-

grees awarded in 2014-2015

was nearly double the num-

ber awarded the year before.

At Citrus College, a record

693 students transferred to

the CSU system during the

2014-2015 academic year.

Of these 693 students, 500

transferred with an associate

degree for transfer.

From left to right: Trustee Patricia A. Rasmussen;
Trustee Susan M. Keith; CCLC President and CEO
Larry Galizio, Ph.D.; Trustee Joanne Montgomery;
and Superintendent/President Geraldine M. Perri,
Ph.D. 

Citrus College’s efforts to develop and
implement associate degrees for transfer
have been honored by The Campaign for
College Opportunity.
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King of Spain Greets Study Abroad Students

Two teams of Citrus College science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics

(STEM) students recently made institu-

tional history when they participated in

prestigious competitions organized by the

National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-

tration (NASA).

A team of eight Citrus College students

known as the Rocket Owls joined groups

from 47 other American colleges and uni-

versities in designing, constructing, and

launching rockets as part of NASA’s an-

nual Student Launch project.  While this

is the fifth consecutive year that Citrus

College has been represented at the

competition, this was the team’s best per-

formance. The Rocket Owls finished the

challenge in fourth place, following first

place Vanderbilt University, second place

University of Louisville, and third place

Cornell University.

“The Rocket Owls team was the only

community college team to participate in

the competition this year, and their fourth

place finish was outstanding,” said Dr.

Lucia Riderer, Citrus College physics

instructor and team advisor. 

In addition to their successful launch,

the team also received the competition’s

Education Engagement Award for the sec-

ond consecutive year.

The Rocket Owls’ historic success

came on the heels of another significant

achievement by a group of Citrus College

STEM students.  The team known as the

Galactic Owls was the only group from

California selected to participate in

NASA’s Human Exploration Rover Chal-

lenge, or HERC.  The five students from

Citrus College travelled to Huntsville, Ala.

to design, build, and race human-powered

rovers.

The Galactic Owls competed against

college and university teams from

throughout the United States, as well as

teams from Russia, Germany, Italy, Mex-

ico, and India.  The Citrus College stu-

dents successfully completed the

mandatory rover obstacle race and the

optional sample collection challenge.

“The continued success of our STEM

students bodes well for their individual

futures and serves as an affirmation that

Citrus College has a robust and effective

STEM Program,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president. “On

behalf of the entire Citrus College commu-

nity, I extend my sincere congratulations

to the Rocket Owls and Galactic Owls and

thank them for advancing the institution’s

reputation throughout the nation.”

Citrus College Students Participate in Prestigious NASA Competitions 

(From left to right) Logan Tomes, Justin Frias, Tabitha
Bailey, and Rebecca Thomas are members of the 2016
Citrus College Rocket Owls.

April 4, 2016, began as a typical
day for Citrus College instructor Ana
Afzali and the students participating in
the college’s study abroad program in
Salamanca, Spain. However, Afzali
had a special surprise for her
students.

“Okay, everyone, we are going on a
field trip today,” the instructor an-
nounced.  “We are going to meet the
king and queen of Spain.”

That day, King Felipe VI and Queen
Letizia, the monarchs of Spain, were
visiting the University of Salamanca to
celebrate its 800th anniversary.  Afzali
and her students explored the city’s
unusually crowded streets and found
themselves face-to-face with the roy-
als.  Afzali shook hands with the king
and queen, while her students had the

opportunity to take pictures with them.
Following the encounter, a local news-
paper featured a photo of Citrus Col-
lege student Peter Cardenas with King
Felipe.

According to Afzali, this is only one
example of the transformative cross-
cultural experiences Citrus College
students have while studying in Spain.
As part of the program, students take
courses in a wide variety of disci-
plines, gain a rich understanding of
Spanish culture, and go on field trips
to major landmarks, historical sites,
and museums.

“Studying abroad is an amazing
opportunity for students,” said Afzali.
“It opens their minds and shapes their
lives in ways they can’t possibly
imagine.”

Top photograph:  Citrus College student Peter
Cardenas with King Felipe VI, the monarch of Spain.     

Bottom photograph:  King Felipe VI greeting Citrus
College Students.



As the 2015–2016

academic year drew to a

close, 26 Citrus College

faculty and staff members

reached major career

milestones. Seven began

preparing for bright fu-

tures at Citrus College as

newly tenured faculty,

while 19 celebrated retire-

ment, looking ahead to a

new chapter after years of

dedicated service to stu-

dents. 

On May 17, 2016, the

college community hon-

ored these individuals at

the Retiree and Tenured

Faculty Reception. 

“Receiving tenure and

concluding a distinguished

career are two important

moments in academia

that reward professional

excellence and acknowl-

edge a commitment to

providing a quality educa-

tion,” said Dr. Geraldine

M. Perri, Citrus College

superintendent/president.

“The talented people we

honored this year have in-

vested their time and

effort into making a differ-

ence in the lives of our

students.”

Citrus College’s newly-

tenured faculty members

are Victoria Dominguez,

mathematics; Ann Everett,

cosmetology; Dr. Christine

Goedhart, biology;

Michelle Hernandez,

counseling; Dr. Barbara

Juncosa, biology;  Eric

Odegaard, English; and

Mariano Rubio, automo-

tive technology.
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Citrus College Celebrates 2016 Tenured Faculty, Retirees

Jeremy Holden believes the explo-

ration of creativity and innovation leads

to amazing places.  The Citrus College

graphic designer recently discovered

this firsthand when his response to an

open call for artwork submissions led

him to San Luis Obispo, California.

Several months ago, Holden became

aware of a call for entries into a national

juried exhibition to be held at the San

Luis Obispo Museum of Art.  The exhibi-

tion, “Blue Marble,” invited artists to

delve into subjects, themes, and motifs

that deal with planet Earth.  Original 2D

and 3D work in any media, including

paintings, prints, drawings, photography,

sculptures, and fine crafts, were being

considered for inclusion.

Holden says he found the concept

and theme of the show inspiring.

“I felt a need to create a piece for this

specific show, so I went for it,” he said.

While the museum was accepting

submissions from throughout the United

States, guest juror Patricia Watts,

founder and west coast curator of

Ecoartspace, chose a limited number of

pieces she felt best represented the

theme of the show.

“Only 49 total art pieces were se-

lected for the exhibit,” Holden said.  “I

was honored to have the good fortune of

having my work included.”

Holden’s piece, entitled “Surreal

Thought,” uses the medium of pyrogra-

phy, which involves decorating wood or

other materials with burn marks.  Holden

also incorporated acrylic work into his

masterpiece.

Linda Welz, Citrus College chief

information services officer and Holden’s

supervisor, said she was impressed to

learn about his participation in the

exhibit.

“Jeremy is an extremely talented indi-

vidual who has mastered a wide variety

of artistic media,” she said.  “He brings

these talents to his work every day as

the graphic artist at Citrus College.”

Graphic Designer to Participate in Art Exhibit

“Surreal Thought” by Jeremy Holden
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Alumni Association to Honor Distinguished Alumni
Every year during

Citrus College’s com-

mencement ceremony,

the Citrus Alumni and

Friends Association

honors alumni whose

educational journeys,

careers, and service to

the community exem-

plify the institution’s vi-

sion and mission.  The

2016 Distinguished

Alumni – Cecil Brower,

Douglas Tessitor, and

John McHann – all used

their Citrus College edu-

cation as the foundation

for future accomplish-

ments, lasting contribu-

tions, and strong

leadership.

Brower worked eight

years in communica-

tions and electronics for

the United States Air

Force, before studying

at Citrus College and

graduating in 1993.

Five years later, he

taught as an adjunct

faculty member at the

college, prior to embark-

ing on a distinguished

career with the National

Aeronautics and Space

Administration’s Jet

Propulsion Laboratory.

Since retiring, Brower

has continued working

at Citrus College in the

Learning Center and

Hayden Memorial

Library.

Tessitor’s time at

Citrus College, from

1964 to 1967, prepared

him for a 50-year career

as a successful financial

consultant, insurance

broker, and banker.  He

is also known for his

community work.

Tessitor served on the

Glendora City Council

for 12 years and was

the city’s mayor from

2005 through 2006, and

2010 through 2011.

During his years in local

government, Tessitor

played an instrumental

role in several commu-

nity initiatives.                                                                      

McHann’s successful

career in the aerospace

industry was also influ-

enced by his time as a

Citrus College student.

A graduate of both Cit-

rus Union High School

and Citrus College,

McHann’s professional

journey began when he

secured a job at Hycon

Manufacturing

Company in Monrovia, a

firm that designed and

built the first high resolu-

tion cameras for the U2

aircraft. The company

was later bought by the

McDonnell Douglass

Corporation and then by

Boeing. McHann has

also contributed to his

local community.  His

service has included

volunteering as property

manager for Glendora’s

Rubel Castle, serving as

a radio operator for the

Civil Defense Program,

and working as an as-

sistant scout master and

committee person for

Troop 491 of the Boy

Scouts of America.

The Citrus College Veterans Success

Center (VSC) was recently awarded a

grant of $5,000 in gift cards from the

Home Depot Foundation to aid in the

creation of a sustainable, edible garden

for student veterans.

The Home Depot Foundation Commu-

nity Impact Grant was one of 22,000

that are awarded annually to veterans

who face challenges in housing and em-

ployment due to age or service-related

disabilities.  

In early May, approximately 30 volun-

teers from both the Home Depot and the

Citrus College VSC created the garden

in a fenced space adjacent to the center.

The project’s goal is to help the student

veterans stretch their food budget

dollars, as well as encourage them to

make healthy choices.  At the same

time, the gardening work is expected to

be a therapeutic activity for the students.

“Citrus College is deeply honored by

the generosity of Home Depot and the

award of the Community Impact Grant,”

said Dr. Martha McDonald, vice

president of student services.  “This

gesture will have a profound impact on

the quality of life for our student

veterans far into the future.”

The garden will feature a variety of

fruit and vegetables, including corn,

jalapenos, onions, squash, blueberries,

and raspberries.  A variety of herbs will

also be part of their crops.  

To aid in the garden’s upkeep, the

Home Depot Foundation gifted Citrus

College a shed, gardening tools, plants,

seeds, fertilizer and other related items.

In addition, the VSC received a com-

poster, barbecue, and a barbecue cover.

Grant Funds Veterans Success Center Garden

Volunteers from The Home Depot Foundation and
the Citrus College Veterans Success Center created
a edible garden in a fenced space adjacent to the
center.

Cecil Brower John McHannDouglas Tessitor


