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Fall 2016 marks a pivotal

point in institutional history.

This semester, Citrus College

introduced the 2016-2021

Strategic Plan. Building upon

our ongoing commitment to

increasing student success

and completion, the dynamic

document establishes a blue-

print for the college’s future.

This edition of Citrus View,

the first for the academic year,

features an article about the

process and people behind

the creation of this new plan.

Additional stories highlight the

great progress on multiple

initiatives that has occurred

over the past several weeks.

When reviewing the

accomplishments of our past

and identifying the strategies

that will shape our future, it is

clear to see that Citrus College

will continue to achieve suc-

cess in the years to come. 

Thank you for your ongoing

support. Together, we will

make a difference in the lives

of our students and in the

communities we serve.

Citrus College was recently

recognized as being among

the top 10 community colleges

in the nation for awarding

associate degrees in visual

and performing arts by The

Hispanic Outlook in Higher

Education.

In fact, not only did the mag-

azine include Citrus College

among the top 10, but it

ranked the institution number

one out of nearly 1,200 com-

munity colleges in the United

States.

“Since its early years, Citrus

College has received acclaim

for its exceptional academic

offerings in the arts,” said

Superintendent/President

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri. “Being

ranked as the top college in

the nation for awarding associ-

ate degrees in the arts to

Hispanic students is a tremen-

dous accomplishment made

possible by Citrus College’s

outstanding faculty and staff.”

In addition to highlighting

Citrus College’s dedication to

serving students of various

cultural backgrounds, the first

place Hispanic Outlook ranking

heightened the excitement for

the grand opening of Citrus

College’s new Visual Arts

Building.

“This recent recognition

from The Hispanic Outlook in

Higher Education underlines

Citrus College’s commitment

to serving a diverse educa-

tional community by providing

a wide variety of innovative ac-

ademic programs,” said Mrs.

Susan M. Keith, president of

the Citrus Community College

District Board of Trustees.

“The college’s newest building

serves as the perfect home for

some of these world-renowned

programs.”
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Citrus College is a national leader in awarding associate degrees in the visual and performing arts to Hispanic students.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Ranked Number 1
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Citrus College Visual Arts Building
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Innovative Program Promotes Persistence, Completion
Last year, 364 incoming

freshman students enrolled

at Citrus College with the help

of the new I Will Complete

College (IWCC) program. The

IWCC students were able to

pre-register in math and

English classes during the fall

2015 and spring 2016 semes-

ters and participated in hands-

on workshops. Grouped into

four teams, the students were

assigned to completion spe-

cialists early in the spring se-

mester and received coaching

through various academic

processes. 

By the end of spring 2016,

51 percent of the first IWCC

cohort successfully completed

a transfer level English course,

compared to 29 percent of the

non-IWCC cohort. In addition,

43 percent of the IWCC cohort

successfully completed a col-

lege or transfer level course

compared to 26 percent of the

non-IWCC cohort.

In August, the IWCC en-

rolled 417 new students in the

2016-2017 cohort. Assigned to

completion specialists, the new

IWCC students have begun re-

ceiving early registration assis-

tance, school supplies and

financial aid assistance.

“The sense of community

and accountability that helped

facilitate success in the 2015-

2016 cohort has been readily

available for the 2016-2017

cohort, as they take the first

steps of their academic jour-

neys,” said Dr. Martha McDon-

ald, vice president of Student

Services. “Knowing that the

college community is dedicated

specifically to their success

gives students the confidence

to excel and accomplish their

goals; I am confident that the

IWCC will continue to produce

winning results.”

This semester, more than 400 new students enrolled in Citrus College’s I Will
Complete College program.

On September 6, Citrus

College officials, faculty, staff,

students, dignitaries and

community members cele-

brated the much‐anticipated

opening of the college’s new

Visual Arts Building.

The facility replaced the

original Arts Center built in

1964 and is now home to

Citrus College’s rapidly ex-

panding arts programs. Build-

ing features include studios

equipped for drawing, paint-

ing, printmaking, digital de-

sign, transmedia, animation,

mixed media, and photo and

video production. It also has

a 150‐seat lecture hall, an art

gallery, a ceramics lab and

space for Citrus College’s

student newspaper, the

Clarion.

“Throughout the years,

Citrus College has earned a

reputation as a leader in vi-

sual and performing arts edu-

cation. We have created a

legacy that will have a lasting

impact on generations to

come,” said Robert Slack,

dean of Visual & Performing

Arts.

The 37,000-square-foot,

$19 million Visual Arts Build-

ing was funded by Measure

G, a general obligation bond

measure approved by voters

in 2004. 

“The new, state-of-the-art

Visual Arts Building reflects

the college’s deep commit-

ment to the arts industry and

its emerging occupations,”

said Claudette Dain, vice

president for Finance and Ad-

ministrative Services. 

After nearly two years of

construction, Citrus College

dedicated the three-story fa-

cility during a ribbon‐cutting

ceremony followed by tours

of the new building.

“The Visual Arts Building

is an example of ‘Your

Measure G Dollars at Work,’

and I thank the members of

our communities for support-

ing Measure G in 2004,”

said Mrs. Susan M. Keith,

president of the Citrus

Community College District

Board of Trustees. “I also

want to express my heartfelt

gratitude to our elected

officials and our partners in

education for their steadfast

support of Citrus College.”

$19 Million Visual Arts Building Dedicated

The Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees and Superintendent/

President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri participated in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Pictured (l-r): Ms. Jennifer Chavez Ramos, student trustee; Dr. Barbara R.

Dickerson, vice president; Dr. Perri; Mrs. Susan Keith, president; Dr. Patricia

Rasmussen, clerk/secretary; Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, member; and Dr.

Edward C. Ortell, member. 
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Students

Symposium Highlights STEM Student Research
The fifth annual Science

Technology Engineering &

Mathematics (STEM) Research

Symposium took place on

September 15. For two action-

packed hours, the Campus

Center buzzed as students

and visitors met the STEM stu-

dents who participated in the

Summer Research Experience

(SRE) program and learned

about the research they con-

ducted throughout the sum-

mer. 

Enjoying the opportunity to

study alongside individuals

from distinguished institutions,

such as NASA’s Jet Propulsion

Laboratory, Oak Crest Institute

of Science and the Rancho

Santa Ana Botanic Garden,

the SRE students were eager

to return to Citrus College with

the hands-on experience they

gained. 

As visitors munched on

cookies and strolled through

aisles of posters, they enjoyed

presentations from the SRE

students on topics such as

“Generating 3D From Aerial

Images;” “Repurposing FDA

Approved Drugs Against Bacil-

lius Antracis;” and “Multi-

copters for Search and Res-

cue in Indoor Environments.” 

Among the presenters were

the Bridge to the Geosciences

participants and alumna re-

searcher Stacy Guzman,

whose SRE site was the Broad

Institute at Harvard University. 

“I am very proud of our

STEM students,” said

Superintendent/President Dr.

Geraldine M. Perri. “Their hard

work has resulted in many of

them being able to participate

in summer research experi-

ences and to benefit from

opportunities most college stu-

dents never experience. Citrus

College has truly provided

these talented individuals a

unique learning environment.”

The first group of students to earn

certificates from the new Citrus College

Biotechnology program are already

experiencing a return on their educational

investment.

The 20-unit career pathway debuted

during the fall 2015 semester and was

designed to be finished within a year.

Students who successfully completed the

coursework earned biomanufacturing

certificates of achievement at the end of

the spring 2016 semester.

According to Dr. Marianne Smith,

director of Citrus College's Institute for

Completion and grant development/

oversight, the majority of the program's

first student cohort has already made

significant progress toward its profes-

sional goals.

"Eighty percent of the first group to

complete the certificate are now

employed in the industry or spent the

summer conducting research," Dr. Smith

said. 

While enrolled in biomanufacturing

classes, students received extensive

hands-on laboratory experience with in-

dustry-standard tools and equipment.

The program also emphasized workforce

readiness, including resumé writing and

job interview skills.

Upon completion of this program,

students were prepared to seek employ-

ment as biological technicians, manufac-

turing production technicians, quality

control technicians and environmental

monitoring technicians. 

"Biomanufacturing is a diverse field

and skilled employees are in high

demand," said Dr. Arvid Spor, vice

president of Academic Affairs. "The

faculty and staff of Citrus College's

Biotechnology program are committed

to helping students excel and are deter-

mined to meet industry needs. As the

program evolves and grows, I have no

doubt that its students will see continued

success." 

Students enrolled in the Biotechnology program

receive hands-on experience with industry-standard

tools.

Students Excel with New CTE Certificates

Citrus College student Isabella Molina conducted her research at CSU Fullerton

in the physics department with the LIGO team focused on gravitational waves.

Joining her at the symposium are (l-r): Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine

M. Perri; Jesus Gutierrez, Mathematics faculty member; Isabella Molina; Citrus

Community College District Board of Trustee, Dr. Patricia Rasmussen; and Dr.

Esmeralda Medrano, Mathematics faculty member.



Before achieving the remain-

ing goals of Citrus College’s

2011-2016 Strategic Plan, a

group of 35 dedicated mem-

bers of the Citrus College

community began the process

of developing a new strategic

plan that would guide the

institution for the next five

years.

Chaired by Dr. Lan Hao,

director of Institutional Re-

search, Planning and Effective-

ness, the Strategic Planning

Work Group (SPWG) began

the process by reviewing a

wide range of documents cov-

ering such topics as the exter-

nal environment, local factors,

institutional data and many oth-

ers. Examining data on Citrus

College students was one of

the most important elements of

the planning process. To de-

velop a meaningful plan, it was

critical to ask the question,

“Who are our students?”

Throughout the yearlong

process, the SPWG, which in-

cluded representatives from all

college constituent groups, so-

licited feedback from the col-

lege community through pre-

sentations at board meetings,

flex day activities, collegewide

surveys and group discussions.

The work of the SPWG in-

cluded the review of approxi-

mately 60 reports and

documents, and it resulted in

the production of 33 individual

data summary reports. 

“A good strategic plan must

implement the college mission

and be capable of driving all in-

stitutional planning, including

the expenditure of college re-

sources,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president

of Citrus College. “I am very

grateful to the members of the

SPWG for developing a plan

that guides decision-making,

directs the college’s energy and

resources and focuses on the

future.”

Citrus College’s 2016-2021

Strategic Plan is available at:

http://www.citruscollege.edu/

admin/planning/Documents/Str

ategicPlan2016-2021.pdf.
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& Staff

Faculty, Staff Contribute to Strategic Plan

Twenty-two new faculty members were

among those who recently celebrated the

start of the fall semester at Citrus College.

These accomplished professionals join

more than 150 full-time instructors who

are committed to providing high-quality

instruction. Together, they perpetuate the

college’s legacy of student achievement

and academic excellence.

“I am pleased to welcome each new

faculty member,” said Dr. Geraldine M.

Perri, superintendent/president of Citrus

College. “Citrus College is fortunate to

add this exceptional group of educators to

our community. Their passion for teaching

and commitment to student success will

play a vital role in advancing our institu-

tional goal of increasing student success

and college completion.”

Mrs. Susan M. Keith, president of the

Citrus Community College District Board

of Trustees, believes the new faculty

members will positively contribute to the

college’s future.

“These 22 individuals possess impress-

ive professional and academic back-

grounds that are sure to benefit Citrus

College,” she said. “I look forward to see-

ing the many ways their knowledge and

expertise aid and inspire our students.”

Citrus College Welcomes New Faculty

Twenty-two new faculty members are teaching

classes this fall.

Several members of the Strategic Plan Work Group joined Trustee Susan M. Keith

and Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri for a celebratory moment. 

New Faculty
Jorge Acosta, Counseling

Nichole Ary, Communications

Dr. Catherine Besancon, Visual Arts

Morgan Cole, Mathematics

Dalvir Dhillon, Health Sciences

Dr. Martin Farnum, Physical Sciences

Dr. Nicholas Henson, English

Jana Heyman, English

Amanda Keller Konya, Visual Arts

Dawn Klein, Dental Assisting

Sophia Lee, Mathematics

Gregory Lipp, Automotive Technology

Jamie Love, Philosophy

Huma Malik, Biology

Suzanne Martinez, Language Arts

Tracy Nguyen, Mathematics

Renee Payne, Health Sciences

Dr. Michael Ray, History

David Rodriguez, Counseling

Traci Rodriguez, Kinesiology

La’Kisha Simpson, Child Development

Jennifer Spalding, Kinesiology
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Assemblymember Honored During Annual College Celebration
Assemblymember Chris

Holden, representative for Cal-

ifornia’s 41st Assembly District,

and twelve other individuals

were recently recognized dur-

ing an annual celebration

hosted by Citrus College.

The thirteen honorees were

the recipients of this year’s

Citrus College Shining Star

Awards, a series of annual

recognitions given to faculty,

staff and members of the ex-

ternal community who exem-

plify the institution’s vision and

values.  The awards are pre-

sented during the college’s

Convocation event.

Assemblymember Holden

received the 2016 Citrus

College Shining Star Award for

Vision because of his commit-

ment to improving the state’s

education system.

“Citrus College was pleased

to have this opportunity to

express its gratitude and

appreciation to Assembly-

member Holden for his efforts

to promote dual enrollment

programs,” said Dr. Geraldine

M. Perri, superintendent/

president of Citrus College.

“Because of his hard work,

California will make great

strides toward improving the

college readiness of high

school students, building

pathways to career technical

education, and improving the

persistence and success of

low income and first genera-

tion college students.”

In 2015, Assemblymember

Holden authored AB 288, the

College and Career Access

Pathways Act. This piece of

legislation, which was signed

into law by Governor Jerry

Brown, will expand the oppor-

tunities for high school stu-

dents in Citrus College’s K-12

feeder districts to earn dual

credit for high school and col-

lege courses, thereby increas-

ing their college readiness,

completion and success.

Assemblymember Chris Holden gathered with the Citrus Community College

District Board  of Trustees after receiving the Shining Star Award for Vision.

Pictured (l-r): Dr. Edward C. Ortell, member; Mrs. Joanne Montgomery,  member;

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, vice president; Assemblymember Holden; Mrs. Susan M.

Keith, president; Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, clerk/secretary, Dr. Geraldine M. Perri,

superintendent/president; and Ms. Jennifer Chavez Ramos, student trustee.

Citrus College leadership

participated in the September

19 Grand Opening ceremonies

of the Gold Line’s Citrus Av-

enue Street Extension. Dr.

Geraldine M. Perri, superinten-

dent/president of Citrus Col-

lege, said she was pleased to

celebrate the opening. “This is

another critical milestone for all

who have worked to make the

Gold Line a reality for our com-

munity. From elected officials,

to community leaders, faculty,

staff and students – many had

a hand in bringing the Gold

Line to Citrus College.”

Joining Dr. Perri in the fes-

tivities were Mrs. Susan M.

Keith, president, and

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, vice

president, of the Citrus

Community College District

Board of Trustees. “The Citrus

Avenue Extension will now

provide fast and convenient

access for Citrus College stu-

dents and for community

members attending performing

arts and athletic events at the

college,” said Trustee Keith.

Citrus College has a long

history of advocacy on behalf

of the Gold Line. For more

than a decade, the college has

lobbied legislators, written

letters to elected officials and

op/eds for media outlets and

hosted Gold Line events on

campus.

“Early on, the Citrus College

community recognized that the

APU/Citrus College Station,

just a short walk from our cam-

pus, would serve as a gateway

to educational opportunity for

thousands of people through-

out the region,” said Dr. Perri.

Dr. Perri concluded her

remarks with a recognition to

community leaders whose

dedication and steadfastness

paved the way to the success-

ful opening. “Your vison and

work will change many lives in

important and positive ways for

years to come.”

Citrus Avenue Extension Provides Easy Access to Gold Line

Joining Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president of Citrus College, in the

ribbon-cutting ceremony are Mrs. Susan M. Keith, president, and Dr. Barbara R.

Dickerson, vice president, Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees.


