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Planning 
for Success

Fifty years ago, the Citrus 
College Foundation was      
established with the mission of 
supporting Citrus College and 
its efforts to increase student 
success. Earlier this month, the 
Foundation held a spectacular 
event to celebrate its important 
anniversary and to thank the 
many alumni, donors and friends 
who have continued to invest in 
our students.

The Foundation’s celebration 
served as a reminder that 
success is not a solitary pursuit. 
In fact, the events, projects and 
accomplishments highlighted 
in this issue of the Citrus View 
were made possible by the hard 
work of several members of the 
Citrus College community whose 
dedication and enthusiasm are 
mirrored throughout the college.

Facilitating student success is 
a collaborative team effort, and I 
am incredibly proud to be part of 
the Citrus College team!
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The “Spotlight on Citrus” event was held in celebration of the Citrus College Foundation’s 50 years of service.

The Citrus College        
Foundation recently
rolled out the red carpet 
and turned on the 
spotlight to celebrate its 
50th Anniversary.

More than 300 donors, 
alumni, community 
members and employees 
gathered at Citrus College 
to commemorate five 
decades of fostering 
partnerships, recognizing 
philanthropic involvement 
and providing scholarships 
and resources to help 
students meet their 
educational goals.

The event, “Spotlight 
on Citrus,” began with a 
reception in the Student 
Services Building 
where guests enjoyed 
refreshments and were 
treated to a performance 

by the Citrus Singers.
After leaving the 

reception, guests walked 
down a red carpet toward 
a beautiful, open-air tent 
in the Visual Arts Building 
courtyard. While there, 
they dined on a delicious 
gourmet meal, participated 
in opportunity drawings 
and danced to the music of 
the student group, 
Night Shift.

Before the event came 
to a close, each guest 
was presented with a 
piece of student artwork 
representative of
Citrus College.

“The importance of the    
Citrus College Foundation 
and its supporters cannot 
be understated,” said 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, 
superintendent/president 
of Citrus College. “For 50 
years, the organization 
has been developing and 
nurturing relationships 
that have been vital to 
the advancement of our 
students’ academic goals. 
This memorable affair
was a fitting tribute to 
their important work and 
lasting legacy.”

Foundation Celebrates 50 Years
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New Program Improves Healthcare Access for Student Veterans
Citrus College is once 

again pioneering an 
innovative new approach 
to meeting the needs of 
student veterans.

Since World War I, the    
men and women of the        
nation’s armed forces 
have received healthcare 
through the Veterans 
Health Administration (VA). 
In recent years, modern 
technology has enabled 
the VA to provide virtual 
clinical care to veterans 
who may not have easy 
access to medical facilities.

VA Telehealth uses 
technology to change how 
healthcare is traditionally 
provided. Now, for the first 
time, it will be provided on 
the campus of a 
California community 
college—Citrus College!
“This is a major 

development, because
it saves student veterans 
time and provides them 
with better access to their 
healthcare providers,” said 
Dr. Monica Christianson, 
Citrus College Veterans 
Success Center coordinator. 

According to 
Dr. Christianson, the 

launch of VA Telehealth at 
Citrus College has been a 
collaborative effort spanning 
three years. Both Dr. 
Christianson and Dr. Martha 
McDonald, vice president 
of student services, have 
worked with the VA to 
make it possible for student 
veterans to speak to their 

healthcare provider via 
campus computers.

Through this new 
program, students can 
receive preliminary 
examinations, follow 
up appointments and 
counseling from the VA 
without leaving the Citrus 
College campus.

The program’s 
implementation began 
in August, with the VA’s 
medical visit to the Citrus 
College Veterans Success 
Center. Since that time, 
approximately 20 students 
have made use of 
the services.

“Ultimately, this will 
improve the health of our 
student veterans and further 
facilitate their academic 
success,” Dr. Christianson 
said.

A student veteran uses the computers available in the Citrus College Veterans 
Success Center (VSC).  Last August, the VSC began implementing a new 
program that will enable students to speak to their VA healthcare providers via 
these computers.

Health Sciences Department Hosts College Fair
Approximately 75 students recently     

attended a college fair hosted by 
the Citrus College Health Sciences 
Department’s Associate Degree in 
Nursing (ADN) program on October 20. 

Articulation information from colleges 
and universities offering bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in nursing were 
provided. Students representing the 
ADN, Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) and Licensed Vocational 
Nursing (LVN) programs were invited 
to attend, as well as other Citrus 
College students considering a career 
in nursing.

“Our goal is to create an awareness 
of how enrolling in a BSN (bachelor’s 
degree in nursing) program after 
graduating from an ADN program 
can provide students with more 
employment opportunities,” said Salima 
Allahbachayo, Citrus College director 
of health sciences. “This event exposes 

students to a variety of options
for pursuing higher education in 
nursing, which enables them to make 
informed choices.”

According to Allahbachayo, this 
is the third year Citrus College 

has hosted the college fair. The 
college has also established nursing 
articulation agreements with Azusa 
Pacific University and California 
State University, Fullerton. Additional 
articulation agreements are 
being explored.

These efforts appear to be having an 
impact. A post-graduate study revealed 
that the number of ADN students 
pursuing higher education immediately 
after their Citrus College graduation has 
been steadily increasing.

“The RN to BSN/MSN Fair has 
provided a forum for students to learn 
about their higher education options 
and the opportunities that will help 
make them more marketable,” 
Allahbachayo said. “It is just one way 
in which the program fulfills Citrus 
College’s mission and promotes the 
value of supporting students as they 
become lifelong learners.”

Students in the Citrus College Health Sciences    
Department gather articulation information from four-
year colleges and universities during the recent RN to 
BSN/MSN Fair.
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Theater Arts Students Perform in Norway
Fifteen Citrus College theater arts    

students recently embarked on the 
adventure of a lifetime, when they 
traveled more than 5,000 miles to 
perform on an international stage.

The students joined history faculty 
member Dr. Bruce Solheim, theater 
arts faculty member Cherie Brown, and 
adjunct theater arts faculty member 
Neil H. Weiss in bringing the original 
play,The Epiphany, to the Kingdom 
of Norway. Written by Dr. Solheim, 
The Epiphany tells the powerful story 
of Norwegian resistance fighters who 
helped liberate the Scandinavian nation 
from the Nazi’s reign of terror during 
World War II.

The delegation’s trip was made 
possible by the Norwegian government, 

who extended an invitation and funded 
the journey. 

“The success of our production of The 
Epiphany at Citrus College last year 
led to the Norwegians wanting us to 
bring the play to them,” Solheim said. 
“They were impressed that a college in 
America would put on a play 

about Norway.”
The group arrived in Oslo on 

September 14. While there, Dr. Solheim 
and his wife, Ginger, met with Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg.

“She was very interested in Citrus 
College, our students and our 
production,” he said. 

From Oslo, the group travelled to Ase, 
Norway, where the student actors stayed 
with host families while performing in six 
sold-out shows.

 “The students bonded with their 
host families and experienced total 
immersion in the culture. I think these 
families were the most important thing 
about this trip for the students,” Solheim 
said. “They were all very emotional 
when we left.”

Student Publications Receive Recognitions at Regional Conference

Citrus College was well 
represented at the recent     
regional conference of the 
Journalism Association 
of Community Colleges 
(JACC).

This year’s event was 
held at Cerritos College 
on Saturday, October 
29. It included a series 
of workshops from 
industry professionals and 
roundtable discussions with 
editors, as well as an on-the-
spot and mail-in competition.

The Citrus College 
Clarion newspaper, The 
Clarion Online and Logos 
magazine were presented 
with top honors during the 
competition. At the same 
time, Citrus College student 
journalists won an additional 
14 awards.

Evan Solano, Citrus       
College student and editor    
of Logos magazine, received 

seven individual honors.  
However, Solano says the 
fact that Logos magazine 
was given the General 
Excellence designation 
is what he found 
most meaningful.

“This was the first time     
in seven years that Citrus     
College’s Logos magazine 
competed at a JACC 
conference,” he explained. 
“I am very proud that the 
Logos staff took home 
General Excellence in its 
first semester back!”

In addition to a successful 
showing during the 
conference’s competition, 
Citrus College also has a 
strong presence on 
the JACC Board of 
Directors that was 
instrumental in coordinating 
the annual event.

Patrick Schmiedt, 
communications faculty 
member and student 
newspaper advisor, serves 
as the Southern California 
faculty representative; 
Solano serves as the 

student representative; 
Waleed Rashidi, adjunct 
faculty member for Citrus  
College and California State 
University, Fullerton, serves 
as the four-year college 
representative; and Jorge 
Medina, Citrus College 
alumnus and professional 
journalist, serves as the 
industry representative on 
the board.
“The Citrus College     

Communications Program 
has a long history of 
distinction, and these recent 
accomplishments are a 
continuation of this legacy of 
success,” said Dr. Geraldine 
M. Perri, superintendent/
president. “On behalf of the 
entire college community, 
I congratulate the students 
and staff of the college’s 
student-run publications on 
their recent awards.”

Staff members of the Clarion newspaper and Logos magazine celebrate their 
victories at the recent Journalism Association of Community Colleges conference.

Citrus College theater arts students perform the original 
play, The Epiphany, in Norway.
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Faculty Members Provide Student Engagement Tips
Research indicates 

that retention levels 
increase when 
students are positively 
engaged in the 
learning experience. 
However, the challenge 
of keeping students 
involved, motivated 
and actively learning 
is something every 
educator understands. 

This fall, a special  
series provided 
three Citrus College 
faculty members 
with the opportunity 
to share their tips 
and techniques for 
increasing student 
engagement.

Dave Brown, 
automotive technology      
faculty member, 

presented at the 
October 11 session; 
Dr. Christine Goedhart, 
biology faculty 
member, presented 
at the October 27 
session; and Brian 
Waddington, history 
faculty member, 
presented at the 
final installment on 
November 8.

“In each session, 
the faculty member led 
the conversation by 

describing how they 
engage students in the 
classroom,” explained 
Dr. Marianne Smith, 
director of the Institute 
for Completion. “Each 
session was
very different.”

According to Dr. 
Smith, who helped 
organize the sessions, 
this informational 
series is significant 
because it is important 
for members of the 

college community 
to have multiple 
approaches for 
engaging the diverse 
Citrus College student 
population.

“We all have 
a responsibility 
to engage our 
students—be it in the 
classroom, in tutoring 
or when students 
come to us with 
questions. We know 
that when students 

are fully engaged, 
their persistence 
and retention      
increases,” said 
Citrus College 
Superintendent/     
President Dr. 
Geraldine M. Perri. 
“These sessions were 
a great opportunity 
for members of the 
college community to 
better understand our 
students’ experiences 
and to learn from 
the expertise that 
our faculty bring to 
teaching and learning 
every day.”

The Student 
Engagement Series 
will return with three 
new discussions during 
the spring semester.

Dave Brown, automotive 
technology faculty member

Dr. Christine Goedhart, 
biology faculty member

Brian Waddington,
history faculty member

Campus Safety Raises Funds for Cancer Research
The employees in the Citrus College 

Campus Safety Department do more 
than protect the campus. They are 
also amazing fundraisers. In fact, this 
incredible team recently helped raise 
more than $30,000 during this year’s 
Los Angeles County Fair.

In September, Campus Safety joined 
representatives from the Glendora 
and Irwindale Police Departments and 
other public safety agencies in running 
a booth at the fair as part of the Pink 
Patch Project (PPP). This national effort 
to bring attention to the fight against 
breast cancer involves selling and 
displaying special patches resembling 
each public safety agency’s specific 
emblem. The patches are stitched with 
bright pink thread, providing a sharp 
contrast to the dark uniforms worn by 
officers.

While its success at the Los Angeles 
County Fair was impressive, it is not 
the full extent of the department’s 
fundraising efforts. Benjamin Macias, 
Campus Safety supervisor, led the staff 
in wearing the pink patches on their 
uniforms from June through October to 
promote the project.

According to Macias, the Campus 
Safety Department was eager to 
participate in this annual event that is 
supported by more than 70 agencies 
throughout the United States.

“Approximately 1 in 8 women will be 
diagnosed with invasive breast cancer 
in her lifetime. This means that it is 
likely that we will all know somebody—a 
mother, sister, daughter, other family 
member, or friend—who has been or 
will be affected by this disease,” Macias 
said. “The Campus Safety Department 
is proud to do our part in combating this 
deadly disease.”

According to the national campaign 
organizers, the PPP is designed to bring    
attention to the fight against breast 
cancer, promote early detection and 
treatment and raise funds for research      
organizations combating the disease. 
Citrus College Campus Safety sold the 
patches and raised funds specifically 
for the City of Hope in Duarte. The total 
amount of funds raised has not yet been 
determined.
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Citrus College Embraces Gold Line’s “Brain Train”
On October 14, Dr. 

Geraldine M. Perri, 
superintendent/president of 
Citrus College, participated 
on the Gold Line State of 
the Project 2016 panel, 
“The Brain Train’s Influence 
on Higher Education.”  
Additional panel members      
included representatives 
from the Claremont 
University Consortium, 
the Art Center College of 
Design in Pasadena and 
Cal Poly Pomona.

The Gold Line is a 
31-mile light rail line 
running from Azusa to 
east Los Angeles. During 
her presentation, Dr. 
Perri highlighted the 
light rail’s benefits of 
providing fast, easy and 
convenient access so that 
the educational goals of 
students can be met more 
easily. “I was pleased to 

have the opportunity to 
speak about the impact 
of the Gold Line on Citrus 
College and to learn 
from my distinguished 
colleagues about the 
‘brain train’s’ influence on 
their institutions.”

Recognizing that light 
rail transportation would 
provide a gateway to 
opportunity for district 
communities from 
Monrovia to Claremont, 
Citrus College leaders 
have advocated for the 
completion of the Gold Line 
for more than a decade. 
“With the recent opening 
of the APU/Citrus College 
station, we anticipate a 
significant increase in 
the number of students 
and visitors to our busy 
campus,” said Dr. Perri.

The panelists 
also addressed the 

environmental outcomes 
of the Gold Line. “Along 
with student success and 
completion, a key focus of 
Citrus College is fostering 
sustainability,” said Dr. 
Perri. “Consider the 
benefits of large numbers 
of students riding to Citrus 
College from cities across 
the Foothill Corridor—a 
reduction in carbon 
emissions, less traffic on 
freeways and streets and 
a lower demand for 
campus parking.”

Dr. Perri closed her 
remarks with an optimistic 
outlook for current and 
future Citrus College 
students. “I can only 
imagine the tremendous 
success they will 
experience when they 
board the ‘brain train.’”

Citrus College hosted the 11th annual 
Saluting Our Veterans on November 10. 
This memorable event recognizes the 
men and women who bravely served in 
our nation’s military.

This year’s festivities included a 
musical prelude by the Gladstone High 
School Marching Band, military displays 
and an honor guard. 

Citrus College alumni Alma Plunk,         
veteran of the United States Navy, and 
Jonathon Carter, veteran of the United 
States Marine Corps, served as the 
event’s keynote speakers. In addition,   
veterans from the cities of Azusa and 
Glendora, Azusa Pacific University and 
Citrus College were honored.

Dr. Martha McDonald, Citrus College 
vice president of student services and   

former Staff Sergeant in the Marine 
Corps, was one of this year’s honorees.

“While serving, I learned leadership  
principles that I use to this day,” 
Dr. McDonald said.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/  
president of Citrus College, said this 
year’s event was especially meaningful 
as it preceded the national observation of    
Veterans Day on Friday, November 11.

“Every year, the nation unites to honor 
United States veterans of all ages and 
all branches of the military. The fact that     
Citrus College has the opportunity to 
host a special event acknowledging the 
men and women who have protected our 
freedom is a deep source of pride for the 
college community,” she said.

College, Communities Honor Veterans at Annual Event

Citrus College congressional representatives 
join Dr. Geraldine M. Perri at the Foothill Gold 
Line State of the Project 2016. Pictured left to 
right: Rep. Grace Napolitano, (CA-32), Rep. 
Norma Torres (CA-35), Dr. Perri, and Rep. 
Judy Chu (CA-27).

Members of the Citrus Community College 
District Board of Trustees and Superintendent/
President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, joined
veteran honoree Dr. Martha McDonald and 
keynote speakers Alma Plunk and Jonathon 
Carter at the Saluting Our Veterans event. 
Pictured left-right: Dr. Perri; Mrs. Joanne 
Montgomery, board member; Dr. Martha 
McDonald; Alma Plunk; Jonathon Carter; Dr. 
Barbara R. Dickerson, vice president; Mrs. 
Susan M. Keith, president; and Dr. Edward C. 
Ortell, board member.


