
March 2017 www.citruscollege.edu

Award-Winning 
College Dedicated to 

Student Success

Citrus College’s status as an award-
winning leader in higher education is 
often mentioned in our publications. 
However, our honors are more than 
exciting talking points—they confirm 
our commitment to excellence 
and advance our credibility in the 
communities we serve.

This edition of Citrus View features 
articles about members of the Citrus 
College community who have been 
recognized for their outstanding 
efforts.  On behalf of the entire 
college community, I congratulate 
each of these individuals for their 
accomplishments. These recognitions 
reflect the work ethic and dedication 
ingrained in the Citrus College culture.  
We are definitely a community of 
achievers.

Whether it’s an individual or 
institutional recognition, receiving 
an award affirms excellence and 
enhances reputation. At Citrus 
College, our recognitions validate the 
quality of our programs and services 
and assure students that they are 
receiving the best education possible.

Thank you for all you do to establish 
Citrus College as an award-winning 
leader in higher education.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President
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During his keynote presentation at FLEX Day 2017, Dr. Tyrone Howard outlined some of the barriers that 
students face when pursuing higher education.

Faculty and staff kicked 
off the spring semester on 
February 21 by attending 
FLEX Day 2017, an 
informative event designed 
to educate and inspire 
college employees.

FLEX Day opened with a 
continental breakfast near 
the Visual Arts Building 
and continued with a 
special program at the 
Haugh Performing Arts 
Center.  John Vaughan, 
committee chair of the 
Faculty Learning Institute, 
and Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, 
superintendent/president, 
welcomed those in 
attendance and introduced 
the theme for the day:  
“Engage, Empower, 
Enlighten.”

Following the opening 
remarks, a keynote address  

was delivered by Dr. 
Tyrone Howard, faculty 
member from the division 
of Urban Schooling in 
the Graduate School of 
Education and Information 
Studies at the University 
of California, Los Angeles.  
Dr. Howard addressed the 
complexities, challenges 
and privileges of working 

with diverse populations.  
He also emphasized the 
importance of the work 
being done at Citrus 
College.

“Community colleges are 
the beacons of democracy.  
They give everyone a 
chance,” he said.  “What 
you do matters.”

After Dr. Howard’s 
presentation, faculty and 
staff attended morning 
and afternoon professional 
development workshops.

“This year’s FLEX Day 
activities were informative 
and insightful. It was a 
great way to start a new 
semester,” Dr. Perri said.  
“I extend my compliments 
and sincere appreciation 
to everyone involved in 
planning this dynamic day.”

Eventful FLEX Day Ushers in Spring Semester

Dr. Dana Hester, dean of social 
and behavioral sciences and 
distance education, facilitated 
a FLEX Day workshop.
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Approximately 50 high school 
students and their parents received help 
completing federal and state financial aid 
paperwork during a January 28 workshop 
hosted on campus by the Citrus College 
Financial Aid Office.

The “Cash for College” workshop 
provided families with information and 
assistance regarding the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the 
California Dream Act Application and the 
Chafee Foster Youth Application.   
College staff and volunteers offered 
one-on-one assistance, answered 
questions about the college and provided 
information about additional resources.

“The mission of this workshop was 
to help low-income and first-generation 
college students access financial aid 
that will enable them to pursue their 
education beyond high school,” said 
Guillermo Miranda, financial aid advisor.  
“Although FAFSA has been simplified 
over the past few years, many families 

are intimidated with the process. When 
students and their parents attend a 
workshop, they realize how easy it can 
be to complete the application.”

According to Miranda, students from 
over 18 different high schools were in 
attendance.  

“This was our official launch of the 
Cash for College event,” he said.  “We 
surveyed all of the student participants, 
and 100 percent of the respondents said 
they would recommend the workshop to 
others.”

Event organizers are hoping to increase 
participation next year.  

“For many families, the receipt of 
financial aid directly impacts their ability 
to attend college.  At Citrus College, 
we are committed to doing everything 
we can to promote financial aid literacy 
and to increase the number of students 
receiving financial aid,” said Carol 
Thomas, director of financial aid.

Carisha Parks, financial aid technician, helps 
a student complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid at the Cash for College 
workshop.

Citrus College Foundation to Benefit from AmazonSmile Program
The Citrus College community and 

its supporters can now help provide 
students with scholarships and 
resources simply by shopping online.

The Citrus College Foundation joined 
the nearly one million eligible 501(c)
(3) organizations currently benefiting 
from AmazonSmile, a charitable giving 
program sponsored by the nation’s 
largest e-retailer, Amazon.com.

According to Amazon, this unique 
initiative invites customers to shop 
at smile.amazon.com, a different 
version of its popular website.  When 
customers make purchases on this 
site, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5 percent of the purchase 
price of each product to an eligible 
charitable organization of their choice.

“Many Citrus College employees, 
students, donors and supporters are 
already using Amazon to make online 
purchases.  Now, this program makes 
it possible for them to give back while 

purchasing items,” said Christina 
Garcia, director of the Citrus College 
Foundation.  “This is a simple way to 
support student success every time 
you shop online, at no additional cost.”

When customers shop at            
smile.amazon.com, they receive the 
same prices, selection and shopping 
experience that they encounter on 
amazon.com.  By using their same 
login information, customers access 
all aspects of their Amazon accounts, 
including their shopping carts, registries 
and payment settings.  Customers are 
also given the option of donating an 
additional amount to their charity at the 
time of purchase.

Amazon has more than 300 million 
active customer accounts worldwide 
and makes more than $100 billion 
in sales each year.  “This incredible 
program allows the retail giant’s 
many consumers to give back to 
organizations they believe in,”  

Garcia said.  “I hope the college 
community embraces this opportunity 
to support Citrus College.” 

Christina Garcia, director of the Citrus College 
Foundation, and Clarence Cernal, Foundation 
administrative assistant, demonstrate how to 
register at smile.amazon.com.

Financial Aid Hosts Workshop for High School Students



Study Abroad Program Hosts Consortium Workshop
Students who have studied abroad, 

or plan to study abroad, were invited to 
attend one of two reentry workshops on 
Friday, January 27.

The workshops, titled “Marketing 
Your International Experience,” were 
hosted by the American Institute 
of Foreign Study (AIFS) and Citrus 
College.  They drew college students 
from throughout the Southern California 
Foothills Consortium, which includes 
Citrus College, Antelope Valley College, 
Barstow Community College, College 
of the Canyons, College of the Desert, 
Crafton Hills College, MiraCosta 
College, Mt. San Antonio College, 
Mt. San Jacinto College, Rio Hondo 
College, San Diego City College, San 
Bernardino Valley College and Victor 
Valley College.

The interactive workshops provided 
students with strategies for maximizing 
the benefits of their time spent studying 

abroad.  Students were encouraged to 
reflect on their experiences and identify 
talents they may have developed while 
living and studying in another country.  

“According to the most recent data, 
less than five percent of American 
undergraduates study abroad.  

What this means is that those who 
have studied internationally have 
set themselves apart,” explained 
Angela Manginelli, AIFS Director of 
Alumni Relations.  “Our goal is to 
show students the importance of 
demonstrating the knowledge and 
skills acquired abroad when seeking 
employment or exploring careers.”

During the workshops, students 
developed short “stories” that would 
assist them in revealing their newly-
acquired skills and abilities while in a 
job interview.

“Learning new interview skills is 
great,” said Vanessa Vallin, Citrus 
College student and workshop 
attendee.  “Finding a job can be hard, 
so knowing there is a way I can make 
myself more noticeable to employers is 
very helpful.” 

Theatre Arts Students Participate in Annual Festival
Twelve theatre arts 

students recently attended 
the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater 
Festival in Mesa, Arizona.

The students joined 
peers from colleges and 
universities in California, 
Arizona, Utah, Guam, Hawaii 
and Nevada at the 49th 
Annual Region VIII Festival, 
held February 14-18.  

During the festival, the 
students attended acting, 
directing, musical theater, 
voice and movement, 
and technical theater 
workshops.  Select students 
also participated in acting, 
stage management and/or 
directing competitions.

“The Citrus College 
students who competed 
were nominated by outside 
professionals who had 
viewed the students’ 
work in our productions 

at the college.  As part of 
the acting competitions, 
the nominees performed 
monologues and performed 
with their scene partners,” 
explained Cherie Brown, 
theatre arts instructor.    
“The additional experience 
the students gain from the 
competitions strengthens 
their audition and interview 
skills.”

According to Brown, 
Citrus College also had 
one student in the stage 
management competition 
and one in the directing 
competition.

“As in all artistic ventures, 
the need for preparation is 
significant and mandatory 
for success,” she said.  
“These students have 
been researching and 

preparing for this event 
since December.  They were 
dedicated to representing 
Citrus College, as well as 
themselves, in the best 
possible light.”

 The students all 
performed well in the 
competitions, something 
Brown said is consistent 
with previous competitive 
experiences.

“Citrus College has 
always had a positive 
reputation within the 
region.  We have toured 
two full-length productions 
for performance, have 
participated in the 
Invitational Scene 
Production and have had 
students move to the 
final round of the acting 
competition,” she said.  “We 
have a strong and dedicated 
artistic community.  I am 
proud to be part of it.” 

Faculty member Cherie Brown (seated in the center, wearing a cap), and 
12 theatre arts students traveled to Arizona for the Region VIII Kennedy 
Center American College Theater Festival.

During a recent workshop at Citrus College, 
Angela Manginelli,  AIFS director of alumni 
relations, encouraged students to use their 
Study Abroad experiences during employment 
interviews.
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Instructor Receives State Award for Work with Law Enforcement
Dr. Cliff Hadsell has 

been preparing students 
for careers in basic life 
support and trauma care 
for 25 years.  In addition to 
teaching Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) classes 
at Citrus College, he also 
provides tactical medicine 
training to first responders.

Dr. Hadsell’s commitment 
to education and long 
history of equipping law 
enforcement professionals 
with specialized health 
care skills recently earned 
him recognition from the 
California Emergency 
Medical Services Authority.

During a ceremony 
held in San Francisco 
last December, Dr. 
Hadsell was one of 20 
professionals honored for 
special accomplishments, 
meritorious and heroic 

acts, innovations in the 
field or other significant 
contributions in the areas 
of Emergency Medical 
Services.

According to the California 
EMS Authority, award 
categories include Medal of 
Valor, Distinguished Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Community Service 
Award, Civilian Award for 
EMS, EMT of the Year and 
more.  Dr. Hadsell received 
a Meritorious Service 
Medal for his work with 
federal, state and local law 
enforcement.  

“I feel very humbled to 
be presented with such 
an outstanding award, 
especially considering 
that the state received 
hundreds of very qualified 
nominations,” Hadsell said.  
“I feel honored that my work 

is appreciated and that I 
am making a difference in 
the delivery of emergency 
care to the sick and severely 
injured.”

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, 
superintendent/president, 
believes that Dr. Hadsell 
is representative of the 
outstanding faculty at Citrus 
College.

“Dr. Hadsell’s dedication 
to meeting the needs of 
our local communities is 
inspirational,” Dr. Perri said.  
“Throughout his tenure 
at Citrus College, he has 
played an instrumental role 
in expanding our Emergency 
Medical Technician Program.  
His knowledge of the field, 
combined with his strong 
desire to help others, is 
invaluable.”

Lori Amato, facilities 
operations assistant, was 
presented with the Above 
and Beyond Classified 
Development (ABCD) 
Award during the January 
17 meeting of the Citrus 
Community College District 
Board of Trustees.

Recognized for her “can 
do” attitude and ability to 
problem solve, Amato was 
given the “Hootie” by Dr. 
Barbara R. Dickerson, board 
president. This traveling 
owl statue will be Amato’s 
to display until it is passed 
on to the next ABCD award 
recipient in April.

Amato was nominated for 
the honor by Fred Diamond, 

director of facilities and 
construction.

“Lori is an exceptional 
employee and is dedicated 
to the college and her fellow 
staff members,” Diamond 
said.  “She has a wonderful 
attitude, a professional 
disposition and does a 
phenomenal job.  These 
qualities make Lori a great 
person to have in the 
Facilities Department.”

As the facilities operations 
assistant, Lori is responsible 
for prioritizing and 
dispatching maintenance 
personnel to sites on 
campus when immediate 
action is necessary.  
She also serves as the 

department’s receptionist, 
receives and prepares work 
orders, maintains files and 
records, performs clerical 
duties and more.

“I truly enjoy what I do 
at Citrus College and feel 
blessed to work with such 
a great group of people,” 
Amato said.

Amato is the 17th recipient 
of the ABCD Award.  
Introduced by the Classified 
Development Committee in 
2013, the quarterly award 
is presented as one way to 
acknowledge the significant 
contributions classified 
employees make to Citrus 
College. 

Cliff Hadsell, emergency medical 
technician instructor, was honored 
by the California Emergency Medical 
Services Authority.

Lori Amato, facilities operations 
assistant, received the January 
2017 Above and Beyond Classified 
Development Award. 

Facilities Employee Recognized for Exceptional Service
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Citrus College Leaders Attend Legislative Conference
Representatives from Citrus College 

attended the Community College 
League of California’s 2017 Legislative 
Conference in Sacramento, January 
29-30.

The annual conference provided Dr. 
Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/
president and Citrus College Board 
of Trustees President Dr. Barbara 
Dickerson, Vice President Dr. Patricia 
A. Rasmussen, Clerk/Secretary Mrs. 
Joanne Montgomery and Member Mrs. 
Susan M. Keith with the opportunity to 
connect with chancellors, presidents, 
trustees and community college 
advocates from throughout California.  

During the conference, participants 
learned the latest news about higher 
education in California.  They attended 
sessions focused on topical issues 
impacting community colleges, best 
practices such as Guided Pathways, 
proposed resources in the 2017-18 
budget, advocacy strategies for the 

current legislative year and more.
The Citrus College delegation also 

met with legislators representing cities 
within the college’s district.  During 
their visits with Senator Anthony 
Portantino (SD 25), Assemblymember 
Blanca Rubio (AD 48), and 
Assemblymember Chris Holden       
(AD 41), Dr. Perri and the board 
members discussed issues impacting 
Citrus College.  One of the primary 
topics for discussion was the need for 
California to adequately address the 
increasing costs community colleges 
are experiencing.

“California’s community colleges 
play a vital role in meeting the state’s 
economic and social needs.  They 
currently serve more than two 
million students every year, making 
it increasingly important for college 
leaders to stay informed on emerging 
issues and legislation,” Dr. Dickerson 
said.  “The recent trip to Sacramento 

was excellent because it enabled 
Citrus College’s representatives to 
gather important information, exchange 
ideas and thoughts with other college 
leaders and advocate on behalf of the 
college and its students.”

Doug Otto, board chairman, Community 
College League of California, was one of several 
presenters during the League’s Annual Legislative 
Conference, held January 29-30 in Sacramento.
Photo Courtesy of the CCLC.  

Trustee Honored for Service to Community
Trustee Susan M. Keith was recently 

presented with the Ruth Ordway Award 
by the League of Women Voters of the 
Claremont Area.  Trustee Keith and her 
husband Jim were honored because 
of their outstanding service to the 
community.

The Ruth Ordway Award, named for 
the League’s founder, is presented to 
individuals who have gone “above and 
beyond” in giving back to Claremont.

In addition to having served as a 
member of the board of directors for 
the League, Trustee Keith has served 
as Claremont’s representative on the 
Citrus Community College District 
Board of Trustees for over 18 years.  
In 2013, she was elected by her peers 
across the state to serve on the 
Board of Directors of the California 
Community College Trustees.  

Prior to being elected to Citrus 
College’s governing board in 1999, 
Trustee Keith served on the Claremont 
Unified School District Board for 12 

years. Her community service also 
includes time spent on the boards 
of the Claremont Youth Master Plan 
Partnership, the Citrus College 
Foundation, the Claremont Forum 
and the Claremont Chamber of 
Commerce.  She was also a founding 
board member of Claremont Meals 
on Wheels and currently serves as 
president of the Board of Directors of 
Kiwanis Club of Claremont and as a 
member of the Board of Directors of 
Options for Learning.

“On behalf of the entire Citrus 
College community, I congratulate 
Trustee Keith on receiving this special 
honor,” said Superintendent/President 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri.  “Her long-
standing commitment to education 
and continuing advocacy on behalf of 
community college students has not 
only made a difference in Claremont; 
she has had a significant and 
positive impact at Citrus College and 
throughout the state.”

Trustee Susan M. Keith was honored by the League 
of Women Voters of the Claremont Area. 

 


