
New Technology 
to Streamline 
Enrollment, 
Catalog Processes

Introducing new methods and practices 
to meet student needs is necessary to 
ensure academic success and college 
completion.

At Citrus College we are always on the 
lookout for creative ways to enhance the 
college’s impressive academic programs 
and student support services.

Two innovative developments are 
highlighted in this edition of Citrus 
View. The college’s new smartphone app 
and the implementation of CourseLeaf 
Catalog management software are 
exciting advancements that will 
streamline important processes for 
students and employees alike.

Innovation fuels progress. By embracing 
technology and working collaboratively 
to generate ideas, we will continue to 
provide state-of-the-art support to our 
students. Together, we are creating 
the leading-edge Citrus College of 
tomorrow.

Thank you for your support!

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, Superintendent/President

TeCS Programmers Bryun Sakaye and Sean Osborn demonstrate the new user-friendly Citrus College app.

Citrus College will soon launch 
its first mobile application that 
will provide students with 
important notifications, course 
content and media – all in one 
place.

Technology and Computer 
Services (TeCS) programmers 
Sean Osborn and Bryun 
Sakaye worked with DubLabs, 
a mobile solutions firm, 
to choose the app’s design 
and maximize its appeal for 
smartphone users.

The new Citrus College app 
will feature access to the 
college’s website, emergency 
contacts, a campus map, links 
to the library, a course catalog, 
each student’s currently 
enrolled courses and more.

Students will also be able to 
receive campus notifications 

and Blackboard updates from 
instructors.

“The Citrus College app will 
be a significant technological 
advancement for the college,” 
says Dr. Perri. “Students can 

accomplish their academic 
goals with greater confidence, 
as information is gathered and 
synchronized in one easily 
accessible location.”

Following the initial launch, 
TeCS will roll out new features, 
allowing students to apply 
and enroll via the app, as well. 
Students will be able to view 
their enrollment dates, possible 
holds/probation statuses 
and participate in online 
orientations.

“The Citrus College app 
will improve the student 
experience,” says Osborn. 
“Instead of navigating through 
various sections of the website, 
students will have access to any 
department or division that 
features its content on the app.”

Citrus College to Introduce New App
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Trustee Joanne Montgomery, clerk/
secretary of the Board of Trustees, was 
recently honored by the California Teachers 
Association Community Outreach Action 
Team (COAT) for supporting the goals of 
education in her community.

Trustee Montgomery was presented 
with a COAT service award during the 
organization’s annual awards ceremony in 
San Dimas on March 8. She was nominated 
for the award by Anne Battle, president 
of the Monrovia Teachers Association 
and Citrus College adjunct photography 
instructor.

“Having worked with Trustee Montgomery 
when she was a teacher in Monrovia, I 
knew she had a passion for improving the 
lives of her students. I was pleased when she 
was elected as a trustee, because I knew she 
would continue to work hard to improve the 
lives of Citrus College students,” Battle says. 
“This year, with the collaboration between 
Monrovia Unified School District (MUSD) 
and Citrus College in starting an early 

college program, I couldn’t think of a better 
candidate for the COAT award.”

Trustee Montgomery has an extensive 
background in education. For 32 years, she 
worked as an elementary school teacher for 
MUSD, was a master teacher for several 
universities and served on numerous school 
committees.

In 1999, Trustee Montgomery was elected 
to serve as Monrovia’s representative on the 
Citrus Community College District Board 
of Trustees. She was later re-elected in 2003, 
2007 and 2011.

“Trustee Montgomery has a long-standing 
commitment to student success that has 
contributed greatly to Citrus College’s 
legacy of academic excellence,” says 
Superintendent/President Perri. “On behalf 
of the entire Citrus College community, 
I congratulate Trustee Montgomery on 
receiving this very special honor. Her 
leadership and service are truly inspirational 
and highly valued.”Last month, Trustee Joanne Montgomery received a service 

award from the California Teachers Association.

Online Catalog to Improve Student Access
This fall, Citrus College will launch 
an online catalog with support from 
Leepfrog’s management software, 
CourseLeaf Catalog (CAT). The new 
online version will be fully integrated 
with the existing college website, allowing 
increased access to content, such as 
program requirements and prerequisites, 
transfer information, and extensive 
Spanish translations.

“The online catalog will provide the tools 
for students to become more informed 
decision makers. In addition, transfer 
information will be easier for students 
to access and use,” says John Vaughan, 
Curriculum Committee chair.

While the current college catalog is 
available in print or PDF with limited 
search ability, CAT will streamline and 
consolidate related content for ease of 
use. Each subject will have its own page 

with tabs covering department contact 
information, related degrees or certificates, 
course descriptions, and student learning 
outcomes.

For instance, biology will include the 
natural and physical science contact 
information; the three associate degrees, 
with courses linked to the descriptions; 
all biology courses; and the biology 
student learning outcomes. Any portion 
of this information can be found on the 
department’s or division’s webpage after 
implementation.

“Online versions of all programs and 
certificates will be readily available, 
allowing students to explore their options 
independently. It’s especially useful for 
families relying on mobile devices for 
internet access,” says Vaughan. John Vaughan, Curriculum Committee chair, and Gwen Harris, faculty 

schedule and catalog analyst, preview the features of the new online 
catalog.

Trustee Honored for Contributions to Education



Living Her Dream: Student Wins Soroptimist Award
Citrus College student 
Jessica Gusman describes 
herself as many things: 
mother, daughter, softball 
coach, football team mom 
and college student. Now, 
Jessica is well on her way to 
adding another title to her 
list: college graduate.

To help further her higher 
education aspirations, Jessica 
recently received the Live 
Your Dream Award from 
Soroptimist International 
of Azusa-Glendora. The 
award, which includes a 
$1,500 prize, assists women 
who are the primary source 
of financial support for 
their families by helping 
them obtain the resources 
they need to improve 

their education, skills and 
employment prospects. 
Eligible applicants must be 
enrolled in, or have been 
accepted to, a vocational/
skills training program or 
an undergraduate degree 
program, and demonstrate 
financial need.

Following high school, 
Jessica attempted to support 
herself while attending 
college. Overwhelmed with 
financial challenges, Jessica 
was forced to drop out. 
She eventually returned 
to school and trained as a 
dental assistant. In 2016, 
with two young children to 
support, Jessica was laid off 
from her job. She turned that 
setback into an opportunity, 

however, and returned to 
college to pursue her dream 
of earning a bachelor’s 
degree.

Today, Jessica maintains a 
4.0 GPA at Citrus College. 
She plans to transfer to 
California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona, and 
pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in business, with a focus 
on human resources 
management. “The many 
support services offered 
by Citrus College, along 
with the Soroptimist Live 
Your Dream Award, have 
helped me further my 
educational goals. I feel 
grateful and blessed for these 
opportunities.”

Citrus College Students Present Research
Ten Citrus College students had 
their research abstracts accepted 
for the 17th annual Honors 
Transfer Council of California 
Undergraduate Research 
Conference at the University of 
California, Irvine, on April 1.

The conference provides 
California community college 
honors students with the 
opportunity to make research-
based presentations in the 
humanities, sciences, arts, social 
sciences and pre-professional 
programs.

The work of these Citrus 
College students focuses on 
topics ranging from mitigating 
the effects of an earthquake, to 
the policy of the United States 
in the Barbary Wars of the 19th 
century.

The students conducted 
their research as part of their 
involvement in the Citrus 

College Honors Program and/
or the Citrus College Summer 
Research Experience.

“A large part of the conference’s 
purpose is to give students 
experience in presenting their 

own research while being 
exposed to other research 
in their fields of study,” says 
Brian Waddington, history 
instructor and Honors Program 
coordinator. “The conference 

involves poster presentations, 
as well as individual and group 
oral presentations. Every year, 
Citrus College students present 
a diverse array of research.”

According to Mr. Waddington, 
it is extremely beneficial to 
give students the opportunity 
to interact in an intellectual 
environment with several 
hundred of their peers from 
community colleges throughout 
the state.

“I believe students improve 
their speaking and presentation 
skills when preparing for the 
conference,” he says. “Many of 
our students have gone on to 
have very successful transfers 
at major research universities. 
Those students have often 
credited their success, at least 
in part, to their participation in 
research at Citrus College.”

Brian Waddington, honors program coordinator, and Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of 
academic affairs, congratulate students following their successful presentations at the 
Honors Transfer Council of California Undergraduate Research Conference.

Pictured (L-R): Brian Waddington, honors students Cambria Montiel, Frankie-jo Gonzales, 
Justin Teng and Beatriz Lima Santos de Moraes, and Dr. Spor.

Citrus College student Jessica Gusman received the “Live 
Your Dream Award” from Soroptimist International of Azusa-
Glendora. In addition to being a college student, Gusman is 
the mother of two young children.
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Library Employee Honored With Patriot Award
Terri Worthington, a library 
media technician, understands 
the unique challenges faced 
by members of the military. 
As the daughter of a longtime 
submarine officer in the U.S. 
Navy, she has experienced many 
of these challenges firsthand.

Because of her personal 
background, Ms. Worthington 
often goes out of her way to 
assist members of the military. 
Most recently, this has involved 
providing special support to 
Gloria Camacho, a U.S. Army 
Reserve sergeant currently 
working as a student employee in 
the library.

“I have a special place in my 
heart for veterans and military 
families, so I am always ready to 
help them in any way possible,” 
Terri explains.

It was this extra help that led 
Camacho to nominate Terri 

for a Patriot Award from the 
Employee Support of the Guard 
and Reserve (ESGR), a program 
of the Department of Defense. 
According to the ESGR, an 
employee serving in the National 
Guard or Reserves may nominate 
individual supervisors who 
have provided support to the 
nominator and his/her family. 
The purpose of the Patriot 
Award is to honor those who 
assist “citizen warriors” in the 
workplace.

“Employees who can get orders 
at any time are concerned about 
their employment,” Terri says. 
“I’ve always let Gloria know 
that her service to our country 
is extremely important, and that 
she doesn’t need to worry that it 
will affect her employment.”

Ms. Worthington was presented 
with the award in the circulation 
area of the library, something 
that meant a great deal to her.

“I was called to the circulation 
desk, and found an ESGR 
representative, Gloria, and 
some of my co-workers waiting 
there,” she says. “I am especially 
glad that my colleagues were 
there because this award is as 

much theirs as it is mine. It’s 
the enormous support and 
cooperation that the library staff 
provides each other that makes 
something like this possible.”

Nearly $750 in scholarship funds were 
raised during last month’s March Madness 
Barbecue, hosted by the Citrus College 
chapter of the California School Employees 
Association (CSEA).

The purpose of the barbecue was to 
generate support for the CSEA Chapter 
101 Scholarship Awards Program, which 
provides financial assistance to chapter 
members, spouses or children who are 
pursuing higher education.

“The barbecue gave the college community 
the opportunity to spend time with old 
and new friends from across the campus,” 
says Karen Giles, CSEA secretary. “It is 
always nice to relax and enjoy a fun collegial 
activity, but this was even better because it 
was for a worthy cause.”

According to Giles, applications for CSEA 
scholarships are currently being accepted. 
To be eligible for an award, an applicant 
must be a current unit member or the 

spouse or child of a current unit member 
who is enrolled in at least six units at Citrus 
College or another accredited college or 
university. Applicants must provide copies 
of their transcripts, have a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 2.8, and provide a 
statement about their academic and career 
goals.

This year, the Citrus College CSEA 
is expected to award over $1,500 in 
scholarships.

“Paying for college is expensive, and every 
little bit helps. When my son was attending 
California State University, Long Beach, he 
received a CSEA scholarship, and it paid for 
his books,” Giles says. “We appreciate the 
support of our superintendent/president, as 
well as that of the management team and 
supervisor/confidential team. They provided 
release time that enabled employees to 
attend the activities, have a great time and 
contribute to the scholarship program.”

For more information about the CSEA 
Chapter 101 Scholarship Awards Program, 
email kwattree@citruscollege.edu.

Employee Support of the Guard and Reserve Representative Cassandra Dones (left) and Citrus 
College student Gloria Camacho (right) presented Terri Worthington, library media technician, 
with a Patriot Award.

Facilities and maintenance staff were among many 
employees who enjoyed the March Madness Barbecue.

CSEA Raises Scholarship Funds

Page 4



Sierra High School Students Job Shadow College Professionals
Cultivating future leaders by empowering 
them with essential knowledge and 
resources to help them achieve their goals 
is one reason Citrus College held a Job 
Shadow and Mentor Day for Sierra High 
School students on March 9.

Job Shadow and Mentor Day began with 
breakfast, courtesy of the Citrus College 
Foundation. Students then took the Focus 
2 career assessment test. Following the 
assessment, they learned about specific 
majors offered by the college that correlated 
with their career goals. The event concluded 
with lunch at Azusa Pacific University, 
provided by the Azusa Chamber of 
Commerce.

Students learned about the career and 
educational pathways available at Citrus 
College, and received information about 
degree, transfer and certificate options from 
college administrators, faculty and staff. 
Students also toured specific programs in 
which they were interested.

Sierra High School students were not the 
only participants who benefited from Job 

Shadow and Mentor Day. The mentors 
also found the experience rewarding 
and inspiring. “I always enjoy helping 
prospective students,” says Leigh Buchwald, 
network and telecommunications system 
supervisor. Completion Advisor Crystal 
Ibarra agrees: “I really appreciated the 
opportunity to make a connection with 
a high school student, as well as share my 

experiences as a community college transfer 
student.”

The best validation came from the students 
who attended. “I liked everything about 
today, especially the tour,” says Sierra High 
School student Danny Martinez. “That way, 
when I go here, I know where my classes 
will be.”

Community Day Showcases College Programs, Services
Community and business 
leaders toured Citrus 
College, and heard several 
presentations during 
Community Day at Citrus 
College on March 3.

Hosted by the Citrus College 
Foundation, Community 
Day at Citrus College 
provides attendees with the 
opportunity to learn more 
about new developments 
and activities occurring at 
the college. Superintendent/
Prsident Perri had the 
opportunity to provide a 
college update, and to share 
key components of the 2016-
2021 Citrus College Strategic 
Plan.

Guests also learned about the 
Citrus College biotechnology 

program from Dr. Barbara 
Juncosa, faculty member, 
and Dr. Eric Rabitoy, dean 
of natural and physical 
sciences; the automotive 
technology program from 
Dr. Jim Lancaster, dean of 
curriculum, career, technical 
and continuing education; 
the esthetician program 
from Ann Everett, faculty 
member; the Veterans 
Success Center from Dr. 
Maryanne Tolano-Leveque, 
dean of students, and Danny 
Jimenez, student veteran; 
and the Haugh Performing 
Arts Center from Linda 
Graves, interim director of 
performing arts. In addition, 
Fred Diamond, director of 
facilities and construction, 
provided a facilities update.

The campus walking tour 
included stops at the library, 
the Center for Innovation, 
the Visual Arts Building 
and the Student Services 
Building.

“This was the second 
Community Day held during 
the academic year, and I 
extend my deep appreciation 
to the Foundation for 
making it happen,” says Dr. 
Perri. “There are so many 
great initiatives and activities 
taking place at Citrus 
College; opportunities like 
this allow us to share college 
successes with members of 
the communities we serve. 
Their support will enable 
Citrus College to meet its 
goal to increase student 
success and completion.”

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, vice president of the board of 
trustees, Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president, 
and Christina Garcia, director of the Citrus College 
Foundation, toured Citrus College with local community and 
business leaders.
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Students from Sierra High School in Glendora were paired with college administrators, faculty and staff for last month’s Job 
Shadow and Mentor Day.


