
Action is the 
Fundamental Element 
of Success

Much has been written about the habits 
and traits of successful people. While 
there are many conflicting opinions 
regarding what it takes to achieve success, 
there is one universal truth: progress 
depends upon action.

Neither luck nor chance were responsible 
for the institutional and individual 
accomplishments highlighted in this 
edition of Citrus View. Whether it is 
the awards won by Citrus College’s 
journalism students, recognition earned 
by our honor society or Noemi Barajas’ 
receipt of tenure, each achievement 
was made possible by hard work and 
perseverance.

Most “overnight successes” are actually 
months – if not years – in the making. 
With determination and a focused 
effort, it is possible to overcome obstacles 
and accomplish goals. As such, Citrus 
College will continue to make headlines, 
win awards and break records in the years 
ahead.

Thank you for your steadfast 
commitment to academic excellence and 
student success.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, Superintendent/President

Members of Beta Nu Eta, the Citrus College chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society, celebrated during their recent induction 
ceremony.

Beta Nu Eta, the Citrus 
College chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) honor 
society, has been recognized 
as a Five Star Chapter for the 
second consecutive year, and 
two of its members have been 
named to the All-California 
Academic Team.

Beta Nu Eta received this 
prestigious designation during 
PTK’s regional conference 
held in March. Students Alex 
Bazaar and Beatriz Santos 
attended the conference in San 
Francisco, where they learned 
of the Five Star honor and of 
their placement on the All-
California Academic Team.

According to Brian 
Waddington, honors program 
coordinator and history 
instructor, Five Star is the 
highest ranking a chapter 
of the national community 

college honor society can 
receive.

“There are a number of 
activities that the chapter has 
to complete to be considered 
Five Star,” Brian said. “These 
include creating an ‘honors 
in action’ research service 
project, coordinating with 
another college’s chapter 
to complete a regional 
project, attending regional 
conferences, participating in 
an international event and 
holding PTK awareness events 
on campus.”

The Five Star recognition 
acknowledges Beta Nu Eta’s 
service, scholastic excellence 
and involvement at the regional 
and national levels of the 
national honor society.

“Achieving Phi Theta Kappa’s 
highest rating is a great honor 
that speaks volumes about the 
time and effort Citrus College 
students have invested in their 
academic pursuits,” said Citrus 
College Superintendent/
President Dr. Geraldine 
M. Perri. “On behalf of the 
entire college community, I 
congratulate the Beta Nu Eta 
chapter on this incredible 
accomplishment. I also extend 
my heartfelt congratulations to 
the students who made the All-
California Academic Team.”

[continued on page 3]

Honors Society Earns Awards

www.citruscollege.eduMay 2017

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson
President
Azusa and portions of 
Duarte Representative

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen
Vice President
Glendora and portions of 
San Dimas Representative

Mrs. Joanne Montgomery
Clerk/Secretary
Monrovia/Bradbury 
and portions of Duarte 
Representative

Dr. Edward C. Ortell
Member
Duarte and portions of Azusa, 
Monrovia, Arcadia, Covina 
and Irwindale Representative

Mrs. Susan M. Keith
Member
Claremont and portions of 
Pomona and La Verne 
Representative

Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees

Ms. Yachi Rivas
Student Trustee



Page 2

Over the past nine years, a great 
deal has been accomplished 
at Citrus College. Under the 
leadership of Dr. Geraldine M. 
Perri, the college has experienced 
several record-breaking years 
of achievement, increased its 
student success rates, received 
consistent national recognition 
for educational excellence and 
had its accreditation reaffirmed.

The critical role Dr. Perri 
played in these achievements 
was just one of the reasons she 
was named a “Woman of the 
Year” by Senator Anthony 
Portantino (SD25) during a 
special recognition ceremony in 
Pasadena on March 26.

“Dr. Perri was selected because of 
her outstanding leadership and 
commitment to student success,” 
Portantino said. “When we 
looked at what she has been able 

to accomplish at Citrus College, 
it was clear that Dr. Perri 
should be honored because she 
continues to advance the college’s 
stellar reputation as a leader in 
higher education.”

Named Citrus College’s 
superintendent/president 
in 2008, Dr. Perri has had a 
distinguished career in academia 

for over 30 years. Prior to coming 
to Citrus College, Dr. Perri was 
president of Cuyumaca College 
in Rancho San Diego for over six 
years. She also held the position 
of vice president of instruction 
at San Diego Mesa College, dean 
of instruction/career education 
at Mt. San Jacinto College in 
Riverside County, and associate 

dean of academic affairs at 
Hostos Community College of 
the City University of New York.

“It is truly an honor to have 
been selected as a Woman 
of the Year,” said Dr. Perri. 
“Senator Portantino has been 
a champion for education and 
the empowerment of individuals 
through academic achievement. 
These are goals we both support.”

Dr. Perri and nine other women 
were named Women of the Year 
because of their contributions 
and accomplishments within the 
25th Senate District.

“This year’s Women of the Year 
of SD25 are each exceptional and 
unique in their advocacy to help 
others,” said Senator Portantino. 
“They represent the best in the 
district, and it is my privilege to 
recognize their successes.”

TeC Services and External Relations Add Managers
Citrus College has filled two key 
management positions with the hiring 
of Robert “Bob” Hughes, MBA, as chief 
information services officer and Tom Dellner, 
J.D., as executive director of communications 
and external relations.

Bob comes to Citrus College with more 
than 25 years of experience in information 
technology, and 20 years in higher education. 
Most recently, he served as director of 
enterprise application systems at Mt. San 
Antonio College, where, among many other 
technology solutions, he spearheaded the 
implementation of the college’s mobile app 
and an educational planning and audit 
system – tools that he soon will be making 
available to Citrus College students, as well.

Another top priority for Bob is the 
development of an online portal that will 
provide students with a single point of entry 
and seamless access to all the online services 
that are most important to them. The portal 
will also be made available to faculty and 
staff.

A complete website redesign is another 
critical item on Bob’s busy agenda.

“I am extremely pleased to join the Citrus 
College staff, and excited at the opportunity 
not only to enhance the college’s online 
presence, but also to provide our students 
with advanced technology-driven tools to 
improve their educational experience,” Bob 
said.

Tom is a seasoned marketing 
communications professional, writer and 

editor. He has created communications 
initiatives for organizations including 
Marriott, Siemens, Bloomberg and 
Gulfstream. His written work has appeared 
in Travel + Leisure, BusinessWeek, Rolling 
Stone and Men’s Health.

At California Southern University, a 
WASC-accredited institution specializing in 
online degree programs, Tom helped develop 
the university’s marketing communications, 
social media and public relations plans. He 
also was responsible for the institution’s 
digital and printed content, and developed 
concepts and scripting for videos, podcasts, 
and other multi-media initiatives.

“This opportunity is a communication 
professional’s dream,” Tom said. “From its 
educational programs and support services, 
to its student successes, alumni achievements 
and rich history, Citrus College has a wealth 
of compelling stories to tell. I look forward to 
communicating those stories to the college’s 
stakeholders, prospective students and the 
public at large.”

Pictured (L-R): Bob Hughes and Tom Dellner.

Superintendent/President Named Woman of the Year

Members of the Citrus College Board of Trustees and Senator Anthony Portantino joined 
Dr. Perri in celebrating her Woman of the Year honor in Pasadena. Pictured (L-R): Dr. Patricia 
Rasmussen, vice president; Dr. Barbara Dickerson, president; Senator Portantino; Dr. Perri; 
Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, clerk/secretary; and Mrs. Susan Keith, member.



Journalism Students Honored at Special Reception
Citrus College celebrated the success of its 
journalism students at a recent reception 
hosted by Dr. Perri in the second floor lobby 
of the Visual Arts Building.

During the reception, Dr. Perri 
congratulated the students and their faculty 
advisors, Meg O’Neil and Patrick Schmiedt, 
for the impressive performance of the 
college’s student publications at the state 
convention of the Journalism Association 
of Community Colleges (JACC). She also 
praised students Megan Bender and Jessica 
Sosa for receiving the only two scholarships 
awarded by JACC this year.

In March, the Citrus College students 
competed against nearly 40 California 
community colleges at the convention, 
winning three important team awards and 
20 individual awards. In addition, Megan 
and Jessica were awarded the two $500 
scholarships the JACC presents to students 
planning to transfer to four-year institutions.

“These remarkable achievements are an 
indication of the students’ abilities as well 
as a reflection of the college’s outstanding 
journalism program,” said Dr. Perri.

The Clarion newspaper and Logos magazine 
were both presented with a General 
Excellence award, the highest honor JACC 
bestows upon a student publication. In 
addition, the Citrus College journalism 
program was one of four in California to be 
named a “Pacesetter.”

The 20 individual student awards were won 
in on-the-spot and mail-in competitions. 
These included on-the-spot news judgment/
layout, on-the-spot copy editing, mail-in 
feature story, mail-in magazine cover design 
and 13 other categories.

“I applaud the students of Logos magazine 
and the Clarion newspaper. They clearly 
take pride in their work and, because of this, 
have established Citrus College as a leader in 
journalism education,” Dr. Perri said at the 
event. “I also extend my sincere appreciation 
to faculty members Meg O’Neil and Patrick 
Schmiedt for developing the knowledge and 
skills of these students. Your direction and 
guidance have earned the college’s journalism 
program a well-deserved reputation for 
excellence.”

Honors Society Earns Awards
[continued from cover]

The purpose of PTK’s all-state 
academic team program is to 
recognize the top community 
college students in each state.

In California, selection to the 
team is the culmination of a 
lengthy process that begins with 
the faculty of each community 
college reviewing possible 
candidates, verifying their grade 
point averages and inviting 
them to apply for the team.

Candidates then fill out 
applications outlining their 
contributions to their college 
and service to their community.

These applications are evaluated 
by PTK, and compared with 
those of other nominees from 
PTK chapters throughout the 

state. Each candidate receives 
a score, which determines 
whether they are placed on the 
first, second or third team.

Citrus College student Alex 
Bazaar received first team 
recognition and Citrus College 
student Beatriz Santos was 
named to the second team.

This places them among the 
state’s top 85 community college 
students.

“Alex and Beatriz have shown 
initiative, superior academic 
achievement and intellectual 
promise,” Dr. Perri said. “This 
is a well-deserved honor, and 
they have made Citrus College 
proud.”

Brian Waddington, honors program coordinator, and Dr. Dana Hester, dean of social and 
behavioral sciences and distance education, congratulate Citrus College PTK students Alex 
Bazaar and Beatriz Santos after they were named to the All-California Academic Team.

Page 3

Dr. Perri congratulated faculty advisors Patrick Schmiedt and Meg O’Neil, as well as students from Logos magazine, the Clarion 
newspaper, and other journalism students during a celebratory reception in April. Photo courtesy Kevin Alvarez.



Nursing Instructor Is Newest Tenured Faculty Member
During her four years in the health sciences 
department, Noemi Barajas has worked hard 
to prepare students for careers in nursing. It is 
because of this diligence that she was recently 
granted tenure, and honored at the 2017 
Tenured Faculty and Retirees Reception.

“I feel like I am officially part of the Citrus 
College team now,” she said. “I am honored 
to represent our college, and all of the 
programs we offer.”

Prior to joining the college in 2011, Noemi 
accumulated over 20 years of professional 
experience. Her previous positions include: 
adjunct faculty member at Azusa Pacific 
University, nursing instructor for Los 
Angeles Unified School District’s adult 
education program, registered nurse, home 
health nurse and family nurse practitioner.

Noemi currently serves as the coordinator 
for the Citrus College associate degree in 
nursing program, and teaches both registered 

nursing and vocational nursing courses. She 
also volunteers as the faculty advisor for the 
student nursing club and as the department 
representative for the Citrus College Faculty 
Association.

“I enjoy the rapport with all the staff, and 
have felt welcome here since day one,” she 
said. “I know that I can go to any department 
and ask for assistance, and everyone is open 
to helping me. The Citrus College faculty 
and staff are like one big, happy family.”

Noemi holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from California State University, Dominguez 
Hills, and a master’s degree in nursing from 
Mount Saint Mary’s University. She is in the 
process of finishing her doctorate program’s 
first year and is looking forward to a long 
career at Citrus College.

“Through the granting of tenure, Citrus 
College affirms its commitment to a faculty 
member’s talents and future,” said Dr. Perri. 
“Noemi has accomplished much over the past 
four years and the college community looks 
forward to her ongoing contributions to our 
students.”

Four faculty members presented outcomes from their 2015-2016 
sabbatical leaves during a campuswide forum held in the Visual Arts 
Building lecture hall on April 25.

Dr. Senya Lubisich, history instructor, discussed how she created 
replicable learning modules during her spring 2016 sabbatical. 
Dr. David Overly, language arts instructor, provided an overview of 
his efforts to develop an introductory peace studies course while on 
sabbatical during the fall 2015 semester.

“I want to share with students the challenges and hopes for a 
more peaceful future. As the inheritors of our world, students will 
need to make wise choices regarding peace and sustainability in a 
changing environment,” David said. “I hope to equip them with the 
knowledge and understanding necessary to make those choices.”

Nicki Shaw, kinesiology instructor, described how she created a 
holistic approach to common barriers students encounter outside of 
the classroom. Lisa Villa, counselor, explained how she assembled 
course pathways for the three top Citrus College associate degrees 
for transfer during her spring 2016 sabbatical.

“I am so thankful to the board of trustees and the sabbatical 
committee for giving me the opportunity to focus on a subject that 
I feel so passionately about,” she said. “They granted me time to 
reassess and rejuvenate my professional role at Citrus College.”

Approximately 40 members of the college community attended the 
forum, where each presenter explained why they were interested in 
their specific topic, outlined the process they took to reach their goal 

and answered questions from 
the audience.

“While it was not planned, 
the topic of each sabbatical 
was connected to student 
engagement,” said Dr. Arvid 
Spor, vice president of 
academic affairs. “Although 
faculty members submitted 
their sabbatical requests over 
two years ago, the presenters 
quickly noticed that they 
had a common theme. This 
set the stage for an especially 
compelling forum.”

According to Dr. Spor, Citrus 
College will benefit from 
these sabbaticals well into the 
future.

“Sabbaticals enable our 
faculty to delve into an 
academic topic in an in-depth manner that would not be possible if 
they only had weekends and evenings to conduct research,” Dr. Spor 
said. “Upon completion of their sabbaticals, faculty members bring 
new or expanded information back to the college that can often lead 
to changes in their teaching methodology and possibly influence the 
methodologies of other faculty members as well.”

Noemi Barajas was granted tenure because of her outstanding 
service to Citrus College.

Student Engagement Emerges as Common Theme at Sabbatical Forum
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Four faculty members shared the results of 
their fall 2015 and spring 2016 sabbatical 
leaves in April. Pictured top row (L-R): Dr. 
Senya Lubisich and Dr. David Overly. Pictured 
bottom row (L-R): Nicki Shaw and Lisa Villa.



Citrus College Partners With Local Law Enforcement to Enhance Campus Safety
The ongoing collaboration between 
Citrus College and the Glendora Police 
Department continued in recent weeks 
when college leaders met with the 
department’s new police chief.

Dr. Perri and Vice President of Student 
Services Dr. Martha McDonald met 
with Chief Lisa G. Rosales on April 
3. During the meeting, they discussed 
emergency preparedness and training, as 
well as the services provided by the Citrus 
College Department of Campus Safety. 
Afterward, Chief Rosales was provided a 
tour of the campus and the campus safety 
building, including an overview of the 
safety and security resources available to the 
college.

“Meeting with Chief Rosales advances an 
important conversation between Citrus 
College and the GPD,” Dr. McDonald said.  
“It is necessary that the college and local law 
enforcement are continually enhancing lines 
of communication to ensure the safety of 
the Citrus College community.”

Building on this productive relationship 
between the college and the GPD, campus 

safety hosted the third annual “Coffee With 
a Cop” on May 1 in the campus center quad.

Over 100 students, employees and 
community members greeted officers, 
voiced concerns and asked questions 
pertaining to campus security. Throughout 
the two-hour event, Campus Safety 
Supervisor Ben Macias and his staff 
distributed complimentary key chains—
featuring safety whistles and LED 
flashlights—and discussed methods to 
help keep staff and students safe. They also 

demonstrated campus safety’s app, named 
The Guardian.

“This event is crucial to the work and 
efforts of our staff,” said Mr. Macias. 
“Most important, it builds trust within the 
community, and provides a platform where 
the GPD, campus safety and the college 
community can engage in meaningful 
discussion about the issues most critical to 
the safety of our students, faculty and staff.”

Citrus College Hosts K-14 Education Forum on Multiple Measures
Today, colleges across the nation are 
changing their placement practices based 
on growing evidence that using multiple 
assessment measures improves the accuracy 
of placing students in college courses. This 
was the topic of discussion at Citrus College’s 
annual K-14 Education Forum, which took 
place on April 28.

Board of education members, 
superintendents, high school principals and 
school administrators from the college’s 
K-12 feeder school districts attended the 
breakfast meeting to learn more about 
“The Common Assessment and Multiple 
Measures Project.” Presenters included Mr. 
Ken Sorey, senior executive vice president 
of the Educational Results Partnership and 
an expert on California’s Multiple Measures 
Assessment Project, and Dr. Lucinda Over, 
Citrus College dean of counseling. Also 
in attendance were members of the Citrus 
College Board of Trustees, administrators, 
faculty and staff. Dr. Perri introduced the 

topic, and highlighted the importance of 
collaboration between the college and its 
K-12 school district partners to improve 
student placement and college success.

Dr. Over presented highlights of a pilot 
program that began at Citrus College this 
spring. Multiple measures, which include 
Accuplacer, overall high school GPA and the 
highest math class a student completed in 
high school, were used to test Early Decision 
students from each of the college’s K-12 
feeder districts. These students will be placed 
in summer and fall classes via these measures. 
In a simulation study using fall 2015 Early 
Decision students, the college found that 
46 percent would have received a higher 
math placement and 34 percent would have 
received a higher English placement had they 
been placed using these multiple measures.

According to Sorey, “A student’s past 
performance, as indicated in high school 
transcript data, is a more reliable measure to 
accurately place a student than an assessment 

test alone.” Research studies show that many 
students would be placed in higher-level 
English and math courses and, therefore, able 
to reach their college goals sooner.

Forum presenters joined members of the Citrus College Board 
of Trustees and Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine Perri 
at the K-14 Education Forum in late April. Back row (L-R): 
Dr. Perri; Mr. Ken Sorey, senior executive vice president of the 
Educational Results Partnership; Dr. Lucinda Over, dean of 
counseling; and Dr. Edward C. Ortell, member. Front row (L-R): 
Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, clerk/secretary; Dr. Barbara R. 
Dickerson, president; and Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, 
vice president.
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The Glendora Police Department and campus safety interacted with students, employees and community members during 
“Coffee With a Cop.” Pictured (L-R): Cadet Brianna Murphey, Corporal Shawna Celello, Police Chief Lisa Rosales, Dr. Perri, 
Detective Alex Stein, Campus Safety Supervisor Ben Macias, and Campus Safety Officers Holly Hansen and Michael Quinten.


