
Academic Year 
Ends in Celebration

June is an important month at Citrus 
College. As the academic year comes 
to an end, the college community has 
the opportunity to applaud student 
success and reflect on the college’s many 
achievements.

Some of the progress that has occurred 
this spring is reflected in this edition of 
the Citrus View. From the excitement 
of commencement and the inspiration 
of the Academic Achievement Awards 
to the accomplishments of STEM 
students and the innovative ideas shared 
during student engagement workshops, 
this semester has been eventful and 
productive.

While we celebrate the conclusion of 
another successful year, we also prepare 
for the future. Great things are in store 
for Citrus College, and your support and 
enthusiasm will continue to be essential 
to the college’s growth. When the Citrus 
View returns in the fall, there will be 
even more great stories to share.

Thank you for your contributions to 
Citrus College and its students. Have  
an enjoyable summer!

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, Superintendent/President

Over 3,000 associate degrees were awarded during the 101st Citrus College Commencement Ceremony on Saturday, June 17. 
Pictured (L-R) are members of the graduating class. Top row: Chris Badoyan, Chrissy Lee Zschomler, Brian Wang, Ruth Viveros and 
Jose Flores. Bottom Row: Vanessa Carachure and Sarah Rios.

The members of the Citrus 
College class of 2017 may 
have different backgrounds, 
academic goals and 
professional ambitions, but 
they all recently celebrated 
the same monumental 
achievement: completing their 
community college education.

Of the 3,149 associate degrees 
awarded during the college’s 
annual commencement 
ceremony on June 17, 916 
were associate degrees for 
transfer (ADTs). This reflects a 
21-percent increase in transfer 
degrees over the previous 
year, which again places 
Citrus College near the top 
of all community colleges 
in California for ADTs 
conferred.

Glendora resident Christopher 
Badoyan received an ADT in 
history during the ceremony 
and hopes to one day become a 
college counselor.

“I chose to enroll in classes 
at Citrus College after high 
school because I wasn’t sure 
which way I wanted to go, and

I knew that the faculty and 
staff could help me find my 
path,” he said. “Since then, I 
have become more confident 
and sure of my abilities. I now 
know what I want to do.”

Chino Hills resident Kenneth 
“KC” Cyprian, the Citrus 
College Male Athlete of the 
Year, also credits much of his 
success to the college’s faculty 
and staff.

“The people here are great,” 
he said. “Everyone made a 
positive impact on my life, 
from the academic counselors 
and athletic trainers to the 
teachers and coaches.”

[continued on page 3]
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The stellar academic performances and 
positive contributions of over 100 students 
were recently celebrated at the college’s 54th 
annual Academic Achievement Awards 
ceremony.

Among the recognitions presented during the 
ceremony were the Distinguished Student 
awards, the Service Leaders of the Year 
award, the Athletes of the Year award and the 
prestigious Keys of Knowledge.

Keys of Knowledge, which constitute the 
highest academic honor granted by the 
college, are given to the 10 students who 
have the best overall academic performance 
as determined by GPA. This year’s recipients 
were: Johnny Elie Baradii, mathematics; Eric 
Wayne Burgess, recording technology; Jeffry 
Humberto Lazo Casanave, mathematics; 
Samantha Lynn Clifton, business; Mark Foo 
Si Xiang, business; Ciaran Donagh Gray, 
physics; Sydney Marie Lujan, political science; 
Krista Michelle Myles, biology; Celine Nicole 
Spathias, computer science; and Tony Zarza, 
nursing.

Tony Zarza, a student veteran, credits his 
academic success to the support of his Citrus 
College family. After retiring as a combat 

medic from the U.S. Army in 2015, Tony 
was offered a position with a large health care 
provider. However, Tony declined the offer 
after his sister, a nursing student and Citrus 
College graduate, told him about the various 
resources and support the college offers. 

“Citrus College has been a second home to 
me,” he said. “I’ve had the most amazing 
experiences, and the Veterans Success Center 
must be the best in the state.” Following 
commencement, Tony will transfer to 
California State University, Los Angeles.

Alex Bazaar and Adriana Mendez were 
given the Service Leaders of the Year award. 

They were nominated for their academic 
achievement and volunteer service to the 
college and community.

Additionally, Jade Nua (softball) and 
Kenneth Cyprian (men’s basketball) received 
the Athletes of the Year award based on 
their academic records and all-around 
accomplishments as athletes.

“On behalf of the entire Citrus College 
community, I congratulate these remarkable 
students who have achieved such outstanding 
success both in and out of the classroom,” said 
Dr. Perri. “They have earned an important 
place in our college’s legacy.”

Citrus Business Association Hosts International Business Leader
Being successful in today’s international 
business world requires a special set of skills. 
The Citrus Business Association invited an 
expert, Mr. David Montgomery, president of 
the International Division of Tempur Sealy, 
to share information about these skills during 
a campus forum on May 8.

Citrus College’s business students and 
faculty were joined by college leaders to hear 
Mr. Montgomery’s presentation, “Careers 
in International Business, Skills Needed to 
Succeed in a Diverse Environment.” In his 
remarks, he stressed the importance of seeing 
the world as other’s see it, and taking into 
account the wealth of cultures, faiths, beliefs 
and values of people across the globe.

According to Mr. Montgomery, personal 
characteristics required for success in 
international business include being humble 
and considerate, possessing a willingness to 
learn, and being prepared to both take risks 
and fail. He said international business also 

demands the skills of leadership, flexibility 
and street smarts, in addition to being 
educated, qualified and having a strong 
work ethic. Mr. Montgomery concluded 
his remarks by advising students who are 
interested in international business on how 
they should see the world: “... in the palm of 

your hand, if you want it badly enough,” he 
said.

“Mr. Montgomery’s presentation was 
powerful and thought-provoking,” said 
Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of academic 
affairs. “He fielded questions and engaged the 
students, providing them with a valuable and 
unique learning experience.”

David Montgomery joined Tempur Sealy 
International in February 2003 and serves 
as executive vice president and president of 
international operations. Prior to that, he held 
various management positions with major 
corporations around the world, including 
Rubbermaid and Black & Decker.

“On behalf of the entire college community, 
I extend a heartfelt thank you to Mr. 
Montgomery for sharing his insights and 
background with Citrus College students. I 
also thank faculty members John Fincher and 
Robert Smollin for making the presentation 
possible,” said Dr. Perri.

Student Achievement Honored at Annual Ceremony

The student music group, Citrus Singers, performed during the 54th annual Academic Achievement Awards ceremony on June 1.

The Citrus Business Association invited business students, 
faculty and college leaders to a campus forum featuring David 
Montgomery, president of the International Division of Tempur 
Sealy. Pictured (L-R): Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. 
Arvid Spor; Citrus Business Association President Matt Ku and 
Vice President Jacqueline Myers; Superintendent/President 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri; Mr. Montgomery; and faculty members 
Robert Smolin and John Fincher.



Rocket Owls Compete During NASA Student Launch Competition
The Citrus College Rocket Owls 
demonstrated their ability to soar along with 
a select group of the nation’s elite colleges 
and universities during the NASA Student 
Launch competition in Huntsville, Ala., this 
spring.

NASA Student Launch challenges students 
to design, build and launch a reusable rocket 
1 mile above ground level with a scientific or 
engineering payload.

In order to be selected for this prestigious 
competition, the Rocket Owls team, 
consisting of Janet Alonso, Lillian Chang, 
Jimmy Lopez, Isabella Molina and team 
leader Yvonne Villapudua, wrote and 
submitted a proposal that followed guidelines 
provided by NASA. Once selected, the team 
began the eight-month-long competition by 
participating in a series of design reviews that 
were submitted to NASA. These included a 
preliminary design review, a critical design 
review, a flight readiness review and a launch 
readiness review. The team also analyzed 

payload and flight data during a post launch 
assessment review.

“These reviews mirror the NASA engineering 
design lifecycle and provide students with an 
experience that prepares them for the Human 
Exploration and Operations workforce of 
the future,” said Dr. Lucia Riderer, physics 
faculty and Rocket Owls advisor. “All five 
team members have now been accepted into 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) majors at four-year universities 

this fall, and all five will also participate in 
STEM-related internships this summer. I 
am incredibly proud of these outstanding 
students.”

Dr. Riderer thanked the team’s sponsors and 
Citrus College administrators, faculty and 
staff: “Without their support, the Rocket 
Owls would not have been able to compete 
in this highly selective and competitive 
program.”

Continued ... Citrus College Celebrates Class of 2017
KC, a communications major, 
plans to transfer to California 
State University, Los Angeles, 
in the fall. Communications 
falls within the liberal arts, 
which was the second most 
popular degree awarded at 
Citrus College this year. The top 
degree of 2017 was social and 
behavioral sciences.

Mark Foo, an international 
student, earned an associate 
degree in business. Although 
Mark was the only student 
from Singapore in this year’s 
graduating class, he was among 
a group of 85 international 
students representing 18 
different countries who earned 
associate degrees.

“On the very first day I arrived 
in the United States, I promised 
myself that I would become one 
of the best students at Citrus 
College,” Mark remembered.

Three years later, Mark was one 
of 84 Citrus College students to 
graduate with highest honors. 
To graduate with highest 
honors, a student has to earn 
a cumulative GPA of 3.8 to 
4.0. An additional 96 students 
graduated with high honors by 
earning a GPA of 3.6 to 3.79, 
and 225 students graduated with 
honors by earning a GPA of 3.3 
to 3.59.

The class of 2017 also included 
36 student veterans. Ontario 
resident Alex Bazaar is one 
such student. A veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, Alex was one of two 
students selected to receive a 
2017 Service Leader of the Year 
award. After graduating with 
honors from Citrus College, 
Alex will be transferring to a 
four-year university.

“I plan to attend a University 
of California institution where 
I look forward to earning a 

bachelor’s and master’s degree,” 
Alex said. “While advancing my 
education, I also hope to conduct 
socio-economic research. I 
would like my work to be used 
by organizations that may need 
it to improve the lives of people.”

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, 
superintendent/president of 
Citrus College, believes the 
experiences of each of these 
students are representative of 
many other graduates.

“The class of 2017 is a diverse 
group of scholars whose 
stories of achievement are 
inspirational,” she said. “On 
behalf of the entire college 
community, I congratulate 
each graduate for reaching this 
significant milestone on their 
educational journey.”

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, 
president of the Citrus 
Community College District 

Board of Trustees, extended her 
congratulations to the graduates.

“The individuals celebrated 
during this year’s 
commencement ceremony, 
whether they are graduates, 
alumni or faculty, reflect the 
outstanding commitment to 
excellence that is ingrained 
in our college’s culture,” Dr. 
Dickerson said.
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The Citrus College Rocket Owls participated in NASA’s annual Student Launch Competition in Alabama this spring. 
Pictured (L-R): Jimmy Lopez, Isabella Molina, Yvonne Villapudua, Janet Alonso and Lillian Chang.

Alex Bazaar, Citrus College Service Leader 
of the Year



Speech Instructor Named 2017 Distinguished Faculty Member
Melanie Anson, Ph.D., was recognized during 
the college’s annual commencement ceremony 
as this year’s Distinguished Faculty award 
recipient.

A popular and extraordinarily effective 
speech communication instructor, Dr. 
Anson’s career at Citrus College has spanned 
three decades.

She first began teaching at the college in 
1985, becoming a full-time instructor in 
1988. While she has taught a variety of speech 
and communication courses throughout her 
tenure, her favorite remains Speech 101.

“The introductory class gives me the 
opportunity to help students overcome 
their initial fears of public speaking, hone 
their skills and develop confidence,” said 
Dr. Anson. “It’s something I find especially 
gratifying.”

Her passion for the field can be traced to 
high school, when Dr. Anson first joined 
the speech team. Finding herself fascinated 

by the art of public speaking, she decided 
to pursue her bachelor’s degree in speech 
communication at the University of 
California, Los Angeles. She went on to 
earn her master’s degree and doctorate in 
communication arts and sciences from the 
University of Southern California.

With a wonderful sense of humor and an 
eagerness to provide whatever extra assistance 
a student might require, Dr. Anson has won 
teaching awards from the Citrus College 
Athletic Department and the Transfer 
Center.

In addition to her success in the classroom, 
Dr. Anson has served as the director of the 
award-winning Citrus College Forensics 
Speech and Debate team. She has also 
mentored many newly hired faculty members, 
and has provided leadership, insight and 
creativity while serving on the college’s 
curriculum and scholarship committees.

After an illustrious career with the college, 
Dr. Anson retired at the conclusion of the 
spring semester.

“Dr. Anson loves teaching, and is an 
outstanding candidate for this award,” said 
Dr. Perri. “Her contributions to the college 
have had a lasting impact, and we hope 
her retirement is rich, relaxing and full of 
continued productivity!”

Cultivating the way students respond to and 
interpret academic situations can increase 
success rates. Keeping this in mind, four 
faculty members shared their experiences 
and tips for fostering student interest during 
three sessions of the Spring 2017 Student 
Engagement Series.

English instructor Becky Rudd and 
mathematics instructor Jesus Gutierrez led the 
first session, “Donuts & Dialogue,” on March 
7. According to Becky, the discussion focused 
on helping students develop a growth mindset, 
which views intelligence as being malleable.

“Participants were able to experience 
classroom activities that are used to encourage 
students to adopt a growth mindset,” Becky 
said. “These discussions are important because 
faculty members need to collaborate and 
take advantage of the opportunities to learn 
about and share what is happening in our 
classrooms.”

The second session, “Tea & Talk,” was led 
by counselor Lisa Villa on April 11. This 
discussion focused on some of the important 
objectives addressed in the Counseling 160 
class, Strategies for College Success.

“My focus was on crafting simple activities 
that can be used in any class to help remind 
students of college success principles, such as 
learning, motivation, personal responsibility 
and engagement,” Lisa said. “The discussion 
was informative because it provided a solid 

background on how attitude-based concepts 
can and should be applied to all incoming 
students to best equip them for success in 
college.”

The final session, “Coffee and Conversation,” 
was led by administration of justice instructor 
Jim Woolum on April 27. This discussion 
focused on approaching student engagement 
as a team of educators.

“We started by reviewing the diversity and 
expertise of the administration of justice 
faculty, highlighting their professional 
experience and how this influences 
engagement,” Jim said. “The session was very 
informal. A lot of discussion took place, and 
there seemed to be a strong interest from the 
group.”

Participants and instructors agree that it is 
important to continue the dialogue.

“Everyone who works in education should 
strive to make sure that students who come 
through their institution have a meaningful 
learning experience,” Lisa said. “Discussion on 
how best to engage them is essential.”

Dr. Melanie Anson is an extraordinarily effective speech 
communication instructor, and the recipient of this year’s 
Distinguished Faculty award.

Spring Student Engagement Series Focused on Mindset, Collaboration
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Mindset and collaboration were emphasized during the three 
faculty-led discussions that took place as part of the Spring 
2017 Student Engagement Series. Pictured (L-R): discussion 
leaders Jesus Gutierrez, Becky Rudd, Lisa Villa and Jim 
Woolum.



Speakers Series Highlights Alumni Success
Words of advice from successful Citrus 
College alumni can make a meaningful 
impact on current students whose goal is to 
follow in their footsteps. To facilitate this 
experience, the Citrus College Foundation 
launched the Citrus Exchange Speakers Series 
this spring.

At three separate events, Citrus College 
alumni returned to campus to speak with 
current students and help them prepare for 
the next step in their educational journeys. 
They shared their real-life stories, including 
challenges overcome and lessons learned.

Former Student Trustee Jennifer Chavez 
Ramos moderated the first event in the 
series, “Navigating Your Successful Transfer.” 
During the discussion, three alumni – Ms. 
Veronica Carmona, who earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in nutrition science/dietetic from 
California Polytechnic University, Pomona; 
Mr. Joshua Ramirez, who earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in fine arts from the University of 
Southern California; and Ms. Michelle 
Mockler, who earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
public relations from Pepperdine University 
– shared their experiences of transferring to 

four-year universities. All three are first-
generation college students.

The second and third events in the series, 
“Marketing Your Most Successful Self ” and 
“Accessing Financial Aid and Scholarships,” 
were successful as well, with lots of 
interaction between students and alumni.

Foundation Director Ms. Christina M. 
Garcia said everyone has been pleased with 
the success of the events. “Current students 

who attended really connected with the 
alumni who presented, and many stayed after    
the conclusion to ask additional questions.”

According to Ms. Garcia, the alumni speaker 
series planning committee is excited about 
the possibilities for new topics this fall. The 
committee, which meets regularly, consists of 
representatives from the college’s alumni, the 
Associated Students of Citrus College, the 
Institute for Completion and the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society.

Alumni Association Honors Distinguished Alumni
Citrus College alumni serve as role models 
for the college community as a whole and as 
a source of pride for current Citrus College 
students. Each year, the college honors 
distinguished alumni at its commencement 
ceremony, reminding graduates what is 
possible if they continue to work hard to 
achieve their goals.

Nominated by the Citrus Alumni & Friends 
Association, this year’s Distinguished 
Alumni Winifred Jean Brace Robertson and 
Stephen R. Baker are outstanding examples 
of successful Citrus College alumni, each of 
whom continues to make a positive impact in 
their communities.

Mrs. Winifred Jean Brace Robertson, Citrus 
Union High School class of 1946, has been 
an active member of the foothill communities 
for eight decades. After graduating from high 
school, she attended Citrus College, where 
she contributed to the college yearbook, La 
Palma, and participated in the Girls Athletic 
Association. She completed her education at 
Sawyer Business College and began working 

as a draftswoman for C. Linden Barber of 
Covina.

Later, Mrs. Robertson became a successful 
businesswoman in the area, and played a key 
role in establishing the Foothill Presbyterian 
Hospital, where she pioneered its volunteer 
program. Today, Mrs. Robertson remains an 
active member of the Wednesday Afternoon 
Club, the San Dimas Historical Society and 
the San Dimas Corral of Westerners.

Following his graduation from Monrovia 
High School, the Honorable Stephen R. 
Baker enrolled at Citrus College, where he 
became a member of the Citrus College 
Chamber Singers. He graduated with an 
associate degree in music in 1971, and later 
earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
California State University, Los Angeles.

Mr. Baker pursued a successful career in 
banking and business, while maintaining 
his lifelong interest in local history. He has 
been an active member of the Monrovia 
Historic Preservation Group since its 
founding, and he is currently the president 
of the Citrus College Foundation Board of 
Directors. He also serves on the boards of 
the Duarte Historical Society, Friends of 
the Duarte Library, Friends of the Monrovia 
Public Library, the Monrovia Coordinating 
Council, the Monrovia Historical Museum 
Foundation, the Rotary Club of Monrovia, 
the Santa Anita Family YMCA and St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. In 2005, Mr. Baker was 
elected city treasurer of Monrovia, and he was 
reelected in 2009, 2013 and 2017.
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Citrus College alumni share tips for a successful transfer with current students at the first Citrus Exchange Alumni Speakers 
Series event on March 29, 2017. Pictured (L-R): Former Student Trustee Jennifer Chavez Ramos; Veronica Carmona, class of 
2009; Joshua Ramirez, Class of 2012; and Michelle Mockler, Class of 2013.

The 2017 Distinguished Alumni were nominated by the 
Citrus Alumni & Friends Association. Pictured (L-R): 
Winifred Jean Brace Robertson and Stephen R. Baker.


