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CITRUSVIEW
Introducing the 
New Citrus View

Change and progress go hand in hand. 
The new and improved look of this 
newsletter serves as a reflection of the 
growth that has taken place at Citrus 
College over the summer. From being 
granted full accreditation through 2021 
by the Accrediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Colleges to the 
Career Technical Education Division 
launching a new Water Efficiency 
Management program, there is no doubt 
that the last several months have been 
productive.

In this first issue of the Citrus View for the 
2017-2018 academic year, we focus on 
several of the exciting developments that 
have occurred. These include welcoming 
three new managers, awarding more 
than 200 scholarships and earning the 
title of “Best Community College” in the 
San Gabriel Valley.

I am certain that the achievements 
highlighted on the following pages are 
only the beginning of another amazing 
semester at Citrus College. With your 
ongoing support, we will continue to 
make a difference in the lives of our 
students and in the communities we 
serve.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

College Receives Full Accreditation
Just as Citrus College was preparing for the start of the new academic year, it received confirmation 
from the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) that the college had met 
all eligibility requirements, standards and commission policies for full accreditation.

Accreditation is the primary means by which colleges and universities in the United States both assure 
and improve their quality. ACCJC is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as one of the 
nation’s seven regional accrediting commissions.

“Accreditation by ACCJC is a validation of the college’s institutional effectiveness, as well as the quality 
and value of our academic programs,” said Board President Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson. “It also serves as 
a reliable indicator that Citrus College is moving forward in a positive direction.”

ACCJC’s finding was based on its review of Citrus College’s Follow-up Report to the fall 2015 
comprehensive review and the accompanying evidentiary materials, which were submitted to ACCJC in 
March 2017.

“I am extremely proud of the entire Citrus College community for its skilled and dedicated work to 
ensure that the college met ACCJC’s high standards for accreditation,” said Superintendent/President 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri.

Dr. Perri credited the successful outcome to the leadership of our co-chairs, Dr. Arvid Spor and Ms. 
Roberta Eisel, and the dedicated team who worked tirelessly, and she expressed confidence that the 
college would continue to make great strides working together throughout the year to achieve the 
paramount goal of its strategic plan: to increase student success and completion.

In June, the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges granted Citrus College full accreditation through 2021.
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Citrus College Trustee Recognized as Community Hero

Citrus College Voted Best Community College in San Gabriel Valley
Citrus College was voted “Best Community College” in the greater San Gabriel Valley area by the 
multimedia audience of Beacon Media, winning “Gold” in the community college category.

“Being recognized by Beacon Media’s readers as the top community college in the San Gabriel 
Valley is a distinct honor,” said Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri. “Citrus College’s 
unwavering focus is on providing outstanding degree and certificate programs that equip our 
students for academic and professional success. Winning this award affirms our commitment to 
listen and respond to the needs of the students and communities we serve.”

Beacon Media’s editorial staff publishes weekly newspapers in more than 20 cities, including the 
Pasadena Independent, Arcadia Weekly and Monrovia Weekly. For the past 15 years, Beacon Media has 
distributed an annual ballot inviting readers to identify “the best” in over 100 categories. Ranging from 

local restaurants to academic institutions, the categories are comprised of organizations locals believe add value to 
their communities. Each year, more than 40,000 readers cast votes, which are tabulated to produce the Reader’s Choice Awards.

“This success solidifies Citrus College’s reputation as a leader in higher education on a local, state and national level,” said Board President Dr. 
Barbara R. Dickerson. “Thanks to our talented staff, faculty and committed administrators, our students are receiving a stellar education and 
experiencing positive growth outcomes. I am pleased to learn that the residents of the San Gabriel Valley have recognized the college’s efforts in 
making the promise of higher education a reality.”

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, vice president of 
the Citrus Community College District Board 
of Trustees, was honored during a special 
presentation at this year’s Los Angeles County 
Fair.

A longtime resident of Glendora, Dr. Rasmussen 
was recognized as a “Community Hero” during 
Glendora Day at the Fair on Sept. 20. She was 
selected for the honor because of her decades 
of service and many valuable contributions to 
the city.

“Receiving a Community Hero award for giving 
back to a community that has given me so 
much is very humbling,” Trustee Rasmussen 
said. “I find it especially gratifying to be 
presented with this honor for doing work that is 
so important to me.”

In addition to serving as Glendora’s 
representative on the board of trustees, Dr. 
Rasmussen is a member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Glendora Kiwaniannes, chair of the Leadership 
Academy and a member of Equestrian Trails, 
Inc., Corral 35, a local riding organization. She 
was also a two-term member of the Glendora 

Unified School District Board of Education and 
served as a member of the Glendora Public 
Library Board.

“Trustee Rasmussen’s long-standing 
commitment to giving back is nothing short of 
inspirational. The effects of her contributions 
to the community of Glendora and beyond are 
far reaching,” said Superintendent/President 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri. “On behalf of the entire 
Citrus College community, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to Trustee Rasmussen for being 
selected to receive this well-deserved honor.”

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen (center), vice president of the Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees, was honored as a Community Hero during Glendora Day at the L.A. County Fair.



CITRUSCOLLEGE         3

To commemorate the beginning of 
a new academic year, the Citrus 
College Foundation hosted its eighth 
annual Scholarship Reception & Donor 
Appreciation Celebration on Aug. 18. This 
popular event underscores the important 
relationship between students and the 
supportive communities that contribute to 
their success.

More than 200 Citrus College students were 
awarded over $125,000 in scholarships, 
enabling them to begin or continue their 
education at the college, or to transfer to 
a four-year college or university. Also in 
attendance were the Associated Students of 
Citrus College and more than 80 individual, 
family, organizational and corporate donors 
who were recognized for their generosity 
and commitment to supporting student 
success.

The theme for this year’s celebration, 
“Your Future Starts Now,” perfectly reflects 
the sense of excitement and anticipation 
that the recognized students feel as they 
contemplate their future achievements.

“While the exceptional students who 
received scholarships are certainly 
deserving of our respect and admiration, 
none of this would have been possible 
without the support of their family and 
friends, the dedication of the college’s 
faculty and staff, and the resources 
provided by those who support and serve 
the Citrus College Foundation,” said 
Superintendent/President Dr. Geraldine M. 
Perri. “On behalf of Citrus College, I extend 
my heartfelt appreciation to everyone who 
believes in the transformational power of 
education and what it will mean to these 
scholarship recipients.”

Pictured (L-R): Citrus College students Jeanney Munoz, Lauren Pena-Guardado, Jessica Lopez-Cano, Rebecca 
Blanco and Brett Hascall received scholarships during the eighth annual Scholarship Reception & Donor 
Appreciation Celebration on Aug. 18.

The Future Starts Now for Over 200 
Citrus College Scholars

• Dr. John Cassey Memorial Scholarship

• Vulcan Promise Award

• Oakdale Memorial Park and Mortuary 
Academic Excellence Scholarship

• James L. Swatzel Memorial Veterans 
Scholarship

• Distinguished Alumni Veteran 
Scholarship

• Andre Farias Memorial Auto Technology 
Scholarship

• Foothill Credit Union Financial Success 
Scholarship

• Ramirez Arts Initiative

• Chris Van Winkle Memorial Scholarship

• WaterWise Consulting Scholarship

• Wildland Resources and Forestry 
Scholarship

New Citrus College 
Program Meets Needs of 

Growing Industry
This fall, Citrus College’s Career Technical Education 
(CTE) division launched a new program to prepare 
students for the challenges and opportunities of 
the fast-paced water technology industry. Designed 
by top industry experts, the Water Efficiency 
Management program builds upon the successful 
Water Technology program to equip students with 
the skills and training they need to obtain managerial 
positions in the public water supply industry.

Employment opportunities in water supply, water 
efficiency, program conservation, conservation 
outreach, natural resources and environmental 
protection are available to those who complete 
their certificate and degree. Those already working 
in public works, construction, landscaping, water 
distribution and treatment, or facilities oversight and 
planning are encouraged to complete this certificate 
to complement their knowledge and potentially 
increase their earnings and promotion opportunities.

“I am very proud of our CTE team for researching, 
developing and launching this innovative new 
program at the college,” said Superintendent/
President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri. “Undoubtedly, 
hundreds of students will benefit from the training 
and skills gained in the Water Efficiency Management 
program and will move on to successful, rewarding 
careers. The addition of this new program affirms 
the college’s commitment to prepare students to 
succeed in competitive and emerging industries.”

The new Water Efficiency Management program offers a certificate 
of achievement. New faculty member Gary Gramling demonstrates 
some of the equipment used in this discipline.

A record 11 new scholarships were established this year!
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Three New Managers Join Citrus College

Three new managers are settling into their roles 
this fall, having filled key administrative positions 
at Citrus College.

One of the new managers is already familiar to 
the college community. After working as a Citrus 
College English instructor for nearly 12 years, Dr. 
Gina Hogan was named the college’s new dean 
of language arts and library in July.

Dr. Hogan holds a doctorate in organizational 
leadership from the University of La Verne, two 
master’s degrees and a bachelor’s degree 
from California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, and an associate degree from Mt. San 
Antonio College (Mt. SAC). During her tenure 
as a faculty member at Citrus College, she held 
leadership positions within the Academic Senate 
and served on numerous shared governance 
committees.

An impressive academic background and 
extensive professional experience have prepared 
Dr. Hogan to serve as the dean of language 
arts and library. In this role, she will provide 
administrative leadership for communications, 
English, English as a second language, foreign 
languages, reading, speech, the Clarion, the 
honors program, the Learning Center and the 
library.

A second new manager, Mr. Michael Wangler, 
joined the Citrus College management team in 
August. With more than 20 years of professional 
experience within the California Community 
Colleges System, Mr. Wangler is well-equipped 
for his position as the college’s new dean of 
mathematics and business.

Mr. Wangler holds a master’s degree from 
the University of California, Riverside, and 
a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of California, Los Angeles. His community 
college career started at Cuyamaca College 
in El Cajon, Calif., where he taught earth 
sciences. In addition to his role as a faculty 
member, Mr. Wangler was also active on the 
Cuyumaca College Academic Senate, served 
as the college’s student learning outcomes 
coordinator, and was the faculty co-chair of the 
curriculum and accreditation committees. He 
also worked as an instructor for University of 
California, Riverside Extension.

As the dean of mathematics, Mr. Wangler 
will provide administrative leadership for the 
accounting, business, computer science, 
mathematics, pre-engineering and real estate 
programs.

Ms. Jessica Lopez Jimenez also joined Citrus 
College in August as director of student support 

services. She has more than seven years of 
experience serving diverse student populations 
at Skyline College in San Bruno, Calif.

Ms. Lopez Jimenez has a master’s degree 
in counseling from San Francisco State 
University, a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
an associate degree from Mt. SAC. She has 
experience in both counseling and instructional 
settings, and has worked in state- and federally 
funded equity-based programs.

Ms. Lopez Jimenez’s education, combined 
with her unique understanding of the needs of 
underrepresented students, will be beneficial 
to her as director of student support services. 
In this role, she will manage the day-to-day 
activities of the Career/Transfer Center and assist 
with the coordination of programs and services 
outlined in the college’s Student Success and 
Support Program and Student Equity Plan.

“The employees of Citrus College are a 
dedicated group of professionals who invest 
their time and effort into making a difference 
in the lives of our students. Our three new 
administrators share this commitment to student 
success, making them excellent additions to 
the college community,” said Superintendent/
President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri.

Pictured (L-R): Dr. Gina Hogan, dean of language arts and library; Mr. Michael Wangler, dean of mathematics, and Ms. Jessica Lopez Jimenez, director of student support services.
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Faculty and staff pulled out their bell 
bottoms and donned their tie dyes as Citrus 
College kicked off the new academic year at 
Convocation 2017 on Friday, Aug. 25.

The event theme, “Flower Power: Planting 
the Seeds of Student Success,” provided 
the perfect backdrop for a day of reflection, 
preparation and learning. The morning 
opened with remarks from Superintendent/
President Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, who shared 
accomplishments from the 2016-2017 
academic year and highlighted some of the 
projects being tackled in the coming months.

“In the 1960s, the phrase ‘flower power’ 
referred to the power of love to change 
society. During Convocation, flower power 
refers to the power of our passion for student 
success and its ability to change lives,” Dr. 
Perri said. “I look forward to working with 
everyone in the coming year as we cultivate 
the next generation of leaders, thinkers and 
doers.”

A highlight of the morning was the special 
acknowledgement of this year’s longevity 
award recipients. In addition to each of 
the honorees being featured on a brightly 
colored flower with their photograph and 
years of service, the longest-serving award 
recipients – Leigh Buchwald, Tina Gutierrez, 
Steve Hartman, and Bob Slack – were called 
to the stage and recognized for their 30 years 
of service.

Also acknowledged with flowers were the 
college’s new and promoted employees. 
This year, Citrus College welcomed four 
managers, six supervisor/confidential 
employees, 13 new faculty members and 26 
new or promoted classified employees.

The event concluded with three breakout 
sessions: Courseleaf training, Canvas training 
and TaskStream training. An Academic 
Senate meeting and division meetings 
rounded out the day.

“Convocation 2017 was informative and 
uplifting, and a great way to start a new year,” 
Dr. Perri said. “I extend my compliments and 
appreciation to everyone involved in planning 
this dynamic celebration.”

Convocation Starts the New 
Academic Year on a High Note

More than 100 flowers turned the campus mall into a brightly colored garden for Convocation 2017. They were created 
by John Patrick and the students in the Haugh Performing Arts Center Scene Shop to honor this year’s longevity award 
recipients and new or promoted employees.
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