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Spring Semester 
Promises to Be 

Eventful

There is always a distinct energy in 
the air when a new semester starts 
at Citrus College. Walking across 
campus during the opening days 
of the semester, you can feel the 
enthusiasm of our students, faculty 
and staff. This spring, the excitement 
has been especially palpable. With 
new projects and programs on the 
horizon, it will undoubtedly be a 
semester to remember.

This issue of the Citrus View shines 
a spotlight on some of the events 
and developments that have set the 
stage for an eventful spring. From 
the introduction of the college’s 
redesigned website and the receipt 
of several institutional recognitions, 
to the announcement of a new 
dean and the hosting of another 
inspirational Flex Day, the semester is 
definitely off to a great start.

As we settle into the new semester, 
the weeks ahead will be full of activity. 
I look forward to the great progress 
the next few months will bring, and I 
thank you in advance for your many 
contributions.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Hosts Groundbreaking 
for Gold Line Foothill Extension
Citrus College had the distinct honor of hosting the Dec. 2 groundbreaking ceremony celebrating the start 
of construction of the Gold Line Foothill Extension from Glendora to Montclair.

“Today’s ceremony marks a milestone for both transportation and higher education in our region,” said 
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president. “Because of the Metro Gold Line’s proximity to more than 
15 institutions of higher education, the light rail’s extension to Montclair will open doors to educational 
opportunity for thousands of students for generations to come.”

Along with an estimated crowd of 600, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and representatives of Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction 
Authority joined local, state and federal officials to celebrate the groundbreaking.

Citrus College was selected as the site for the event due to its location, which is less than a block from the 
APU/Citrus College station, and because of its dynamic advocacy efforts on behalf of the Gold Line, which 
have spanned more than a decade.

The extension will be the first rail line construction from the many new transit projects funded by Metro’s 
Measure M transportation sales tax approved by Los Angeles County voters in November 2016.

Members of the Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees and Superintendent/President Perri pose with Los Angeles Mayor 
Garcetti during the groundbreaking ceremony for the next phase of the Gold Line. Pictured (L-R): Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, vice 
president; Dr. Edward C. Ortell, member; Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, member, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti; Metro Gold Line Foothill 
Extension Construction Authority CEO Habib F. Balian; Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president; Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, 
president; Mrs. Susan M. Keith, clerk/secretary; and Ms. Yachi Rivas, student trustee.
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Spring Semester Starts on High Note with Flex Day

The Dancing Dean
John Vaughan has held many roles since joining 
the college community more than 30 years ago.

Now, he can add dean to the list.

On Jan. 2, Mr. Vaughan became the college’s 
dean of visual and performing arts. The new 
position is the most recent highlight on a resume 
that is already quite impressive.

A familiar face at Citrus College, Mr. Vaughan 
began consulting for the Citrus Singers in 
1987. For several years, he directed plays and 
choreographed shows in the Haugh Performing 
Arts Center (HPAC). In 1990, Mr. Vaughan began 
teaching dance classes as an adjunct professor. 
He became a full-time faculty member in 1999.

In addition to being a talented and beloved 
teacher, Mr. Vaughan has been an active 
member of the college community. His extensive 
list of contributions includes everything from 
helping organize convocation to teaching staff 
development workshops.

Most notably, he has served as the president 

of the Academic Senate twice, chaired the 
Curriculum Committee, and has been the 
coordinator of the Student Learning Outcomes 
and Assessment Committee. Since 2008, he 
has provided leadership as the volunteer chair 
of the Faculty Learning Institute. He also held 
the interim director position of the HPAC for two 
years.

While Mr. Vaughan brings extensive professional 
experience to his new position, he also holds 
a bachelor’s degree in fine arts and a master’s 
degree in humanities.

“Congratulations to John Vaughan on being 
named the dean of Citrus College Visual and 
Performing Arts,” said Superintendent/President 
Perri. “He brings a valuable combination of 
both passion and knowledge to this new role. 
I am confident that he will provide excellent 
administrative leadership for the college’s 
renowned arts programs.”

When asked about his excitement starting 
the new position, Mr. Vaughan stated, “I am 
extremely happy to serve the college in a new 
way.”

Learning to value individual perspectives in a 
rapidly changing world was the concept behind 
this year’s Flex Day, which was held on Feb. 20.

The event opened with a continental breakfast 
served near the Visual Arts Building. Alfie 
Swan, president of the Academic Senate, and 
Superintendent/President Perri then welcomed 
those in attendance and introduced the theme 

for the day: “One World, Many Voices: Creating 
Community Consciousness in a Changing 
World.”

“The Faculty Learning Institute has historically 
tied its Flex Day themes to one of the seven core 
competencies that highlight what we value as 
an institution and which guide our curriculum 
process and learning outcomes,” said John 

Vaughan, dean of visual and performing arts 
and one of the event organizers. “This year’s 
theme derives from our core competency 
of ‘Community/Global Consciousness and 
Responsibility.’ The goal is to encourage 
individuals to gain awareness of how their own 
perceptions and values coincide with local and 
global environments.”

Following welcome remarks and a college 
update by Superintendent/President Perri, faculty 
and staff attended morning workshops. Topics 
included Canvas tricks and tips, a campus safety 
forum, Windows 10, color code training, support 
for students with developmental disabilities, fire 
extinguisher training, and guided pathways, 
among others.

In the early afternoon, participants returned 
to the tent for lunch and a panel discussion 
regarding online educational resources.

Flex Day 2018 concluded with a variety of 
afternoon workshops, including safe computing 
tips, prevention of sexual harassment and 
assault, and new Citrus College online tools.

“Flex Day is always a great way to start a 
new semester, and this year’s activities have 
definitely set the stage for a successful spring,” 
said Superintendent/President Perri. “I extend 
my compliments and sincere appreciation to 
everyone involved in planning this dynamic 
event.”

Superintendent/President Perri welcomes faculty and staff to Flex Day 2018.

John Vaughan, the new dean of visual and performing 
arts, on the HPAC stage.
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Citrus College has been ranked as a 
national and state leader in higher 
education by several organizations 
that provide education data and trend 
reports.

BestColleges.com, in its annual “Best 
Online Community Colleges” list, 
recognized Citrus College as number 15 
out of 50 of the nation’s top accredited, 
not-for-profit community colleges. The 
ranking was determined using figures 
from the National Center for Education 
Statistics. BestColleges.com assessed 
each institution’s quality based on 
academic outcomes, affordability, and 
the breadth and depth of online learning 
opportunities.

AffordableCollegesOnline.org, a higher 
education information bank, also 
recognized Citrus College for excellence 
in online education. Using a peer-based 
value metric, the website ranked Citrus 
College number 14 out of California’s top 
30 online colleges and universities. The 
primary data points used in the ranking 
included regional accreditation, in-state 
tuition and fees, percentage of full-
time undergraduate students receiving 
institutional financial aid, number of 
online programs offered, and student-to-
teacher ratio.

“Higher education is a dream for many 
students, but obstacles can often prevent 
college completion from becoming 

a reality,” said Superintendent/
President Perri. “At Citrus College, we 
are committed to removing barriers to 
student success, and one way we do this 
is by offering a robust Online Education 
program. It is an incredible honor to have 
our efforts in this area recognized.”

A third ranking was from Schools.com, 
another higher education information 
resource. The website reviewed 
California’s 114 community colleges, 
scoring them on a 10-point scale in six 
areas: percentage of students enrolled in 
distance education, cost of attendance, 
student-to-faculty ratio, graduation rate, 
number of transfers to the University of 
California system and flexibility. Citrus 
College was ranked as the fourth-best 
community college in California and 
the second-best in Los Angeles County. 
The college’s outstanding transfer, 
graduation and student retention rates 
were factors that contributed to the 
impressive ranking.

“It is a distinct honor for Citrus College to 
be ranked as one of the top community 
colleges in California,” said Dr. Patricia 
A. Rasmussen, president of the board of 
trustees. “Recognitions such as these are 
made possible by the college’s faculty, 
staff and students, who have embraced 
the institutional mission of increasing 
student success and completion. Our 
progress in these areas is a source of 
pride for the entire college community.”

Three popular online resources have recognized Citrus College as a leader in higher education.

Citrus College Recognized for 
Educational Excellence

Gilman Scholarship 
Opens Doors for Students

Psychology major Katherine Martinez is one of 29 Citrus 
College students who recently returned from the college’s 
study abroad trip to Costa Rica. Tired, but eager to share 
her experience with others, Katherine fondly recalled the 
encyclopedic knowledge of instructor Robert Goodman 
and the kind faces she encountered at orphanages 
throughout the country. An aspiring psychologist, she 
describes the trip as a “once in a lifetime opportunity.”

Students are increasingly learning about the college’s 
study abroad program and the opportunities it provides; 
however, many students immediately discount themselves 
as potential participants, assuming that the program is too 
expensive. While finances are certainly a factor, Katherine, 
as well as students Taymara Murillo and Morgan Lewis, 
want their peers to know that financial support is available. 
All three were recent recipients of the Gilman Scholarship.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship enables undergraduate students 
of limited financial means to study abroad, thereby 
internationalizing their outlook and better preparing them 
to thrive in the global economy.

Katherine Martinez (far left) plans to return to Costa Rica upon graduation 
from California State University, Long Beach.

“As the Citrus College Study Abroad program continues 
to expand and add new and exciting countries to its 
selection, it’s imperative that students know these doors of 
opportunity are opening to them. It’s a matter of knowing 
that financial aid is available and then pursuing it,” said 
Study Abroad Specialist John Morris.

Katherine, who had to complete an essay and a personal 
statement as part of her application, ultimately received 
$4,500 to study in Costa Rica. For Katherine, the funds 
meant freedom to gain new experiences and to save 
money for her upcoming transfer to California State 
University, Long Beach. “It was a blessing,” said Katherine.

According to the 2017 Open Doors Report, the Citrus 
College Study Abroad program is ranked third in the state 
for student participation and first for longer trips among 
California community colleges. In addition, the program 
has 42 percent more Hispanic student participation than 
the national average.

Photo by Ryan Ferguson
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Citrus Community College
District Board of Trustees

U.S. Rep. Judy Chu (CD 27) selected Citrus College as the site of her 2018 Higher Education Roundtable. 
The event took place on Feb. 2.

Superintendent/President Perri welcomed guests and expressed her gratitude to Congresswoman Chu 
for bringing the event to campus. “It’s good see so many of the college’s higher education partners 
participate in these important and timely discussions,” she said.

Congresswoman Chu invited more than 20 institutional leaders from throughout the region to participate 
in the roundtable. The discussions were primarily focused on H.R. 4508: Promoting Real Opportunity, 
Success and Prosperity Through Education Reform (PROSPER) Act, which was introduced last December. 
A comprehensive revision to the federal Higher Education Act, the PROSPER Act proposes significant 
changes to several student aid programs, some of which impact Citrus College students.

During the meeting, Congresswoman Chu asked attendees to outline possible effects of the PROSPER 
Act on both colleges and students, which will guide her during upcoming congressional hearings. Topics 
included a Pell Grant “bonus” for students taking 15 units; mandated weekly or monthly disbursements; 
mandated annual counseling; and the elimination of the federal Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PLUS) 
program. Congresswoman Chu also inquired about areas where the federal government could improve 
student support services, such as promoting financial literacy or helping students balance work and 
school.

“I’m proud to host a Higher Education Roundtable here at Citrus College,” Congresswoman Chu said. “I 
am so grateful to have leaders from local institutions, including the California Institute of Technology, the 
Claremont Colleges and East Los Angeles College, join me to discuss how we can improve our higher 
education system and the opportunities it provides.”

Citrus College Hosts U.S. Rep. Judy Chu’s 
Higher Education Roundtable

Superintendent/President Perri and U.S. Rep. Chu engage with guests at a Higher Education Roundtable hosted at Citrus College.
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Updated Citrus College Website Launched
After more than a year of planning and preparation, Citrus College has unveiled its redesigned 
website. Created to be both user-friendly and visually appealing, the updated version was 
introduced to the campus community in early February and made available globally mid-month.

“The redesign was important in order to take advantage of newer technology. We also needed to 
accommodate updated accessibility standards and incorporate a design that was more conducive 
to mobile technology,” said Bob Hughes, chief information services officer. “At the same time, we 
wanted to project a new image that was appealing to prospective students.”

The finished product reflects the insight of the 19 faculty and staff members who comprised the 
redesign workgroup. It also incorporates suggestions from a student focus group in the fall.

“We specifically designed citruscollege.edu to appeal to prospective students, parents and 
community members,” Hughes explained.

A highlight of the updated website is its redesigned home page, which features dynamic photographs, a calendar of events and a news feed. The 
website also prominently displays the course catalog, schedule of classes and information about the cost of attendance – all features students said 
were most important to them when looking for a college to attend. While the redesigned website is structured to meet the needs of prospective 
students and other external audiences, internal users are encouraged to use the my.citruscollege.edu portal. The online interface makes it easier for 
current students, staff and faculty to connect to critical resources, such as email, WingSpan and the Canvas learning management system.

Bob Hughes, chief information services officer, conducts a 
student focus group as part of the website redesign.


