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The Promise of a 

Bright Future

Six years ago, members from every segment 
of the college community stepped forward 
and signed large pledge boards to establish 
Citrus College as a “College of Completion.” 
In late April, this pledge was reaffirmed 
when the college’s supporters and partners 
celebrated the launch of the Citrus College 
Promise. This exciting new program will 
increase access to higher education for first-
time students by covering enrollment fees and 
other college costs.

The Citrus College Promise is just one 
of the ways the college community is 
helping students reach their academic and 
professional goals. In this issue of Citrus View, 
we highlight the Citrus College Promise and 
other programs and people that are actively 
facilitating academic achievement. From 
an award-winning faculty member to an 
informative sabbatical forum, these stories are 
examples of Citrus College’s commitment to 
student success.

Helping students succeed academically is a 
collaborative effort. In the months and years 
ahead, we will continue to work together to 
advance the Citrus College Promise and other 
college completion initiatives. With continued 
hard work and commitment, the lives of many 
students will be changed.

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Celebrates Promise 
Program Launch
Seven hundred and fifty first-time students will enroll in Citrus College’s fall 2018 semester free of 
charge, thanks to a new program introduced last month.

The highly anticipated Citrus College Promise was launched during the college’s annual K-14 
Education Forum. The new program covers enrollment fees and other college costs for first-time 
students, including health fee, student services fee, student representation fee and Class Pass 
transportation fee.

Participants will also receive access to a textbook lending library, as well as unique student 
support services provided through the I Will Complete College (IWCC) program. These include 
financial aid and student success workshops, priority registration, coaching and follow-up with a 
completion specialist, scholarship opportunities, and more.

“The debut of Citrus College Promise is a historic moment for the college,” said Dr. Geraldine M. 
Perri, superintendent/president. “Building upon our innovative efforts to increase student success 
and college completion rates, this program will change lives and transform communities by 
opening the doors of educational opportunity for hundreds of first-time college students.”

To be eligible for the program, high school seniors must participate in Citrus College’s Early 
Decision program. Home school and private school students who live in the college’s service area 
and have signed up for an on-campus Early Decision event are also eligible.

As program participants, students must fulfill several responsibilities, including enrolling full-
time, applying for financial aid, signing an IWCC pledge, completing a comprehensive student 
educational plan, meeting unit and GPA requirements, and enrolling in the English and math 
courses required for their major.

“The Citrus College Promise will remove many of the barriers that often prevent students 
from pursuing higher education, as well as those barriers that can impede their success after 
enrollment,” said Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, president of the Citrus College Board of Trustees. 
“This is a monumental moment for the college and the communities it serves.”

Honored guests at the college’s K-14 Education Forum included the Citrus College Board of Trustees, K-12 partners, 
university representatives, community leaders, supporters of the Citrus College Foundation and college administrators.
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Faculty Members Share Sabbatical Work with College Community

Business Faculty Member 
Wins Regional Award
Citrus College office technology instructor Dr. 
Rhoda Ann-Michaux James was awarded the 2018 
Outstanding Educator, Postsecondary Award, at the 
2018 Western Business Education Association (WBEA) 
annual conference held last month in Boise, Idaho.

The Outstanding Educator, Postsecondary Award, is 
presented to a WBEA member who has contributed to 
business education through scholarship and teaching 
over many years, and whose contributions are 
significant and impactful.

“I congratulate Dr. James for being honored for her 
long career of excellence and outstanding teaching 
methods,” said Superintendent/President Perri. 
“Dr. James has excelled within her profession and 
paved the way for future generations. Her warmth, 
knowledge and practical teaching style has left an 
impression on her students and peers.”

Dr. James was nominated and selected through a 
competitive process by her peers in the association. 
Her noteworthy academic accomplishments propelled 

her to the top of the list. Dona Orr, WBEA president, 
said the organization was delighted to recognize Dr. 
James with this award, noting that she serves as a 
model instructor to the young professionals in the 
association.

Earning a B.A. in business education from Chicago 
State University, Dr. James went on to obtain her 
master’s degree in business and office systems from 
California State University, Los Angeles, in 1989. That 
same year, she began teaching at Citrus College. She 
became a full-time faculty member in 1995, and later 
received her doctorate in education in organizational 
leadership from the University of La Verne. In her 
time at Citrus College, Dr. James has served as 
the Academic Senate treasurer and was an active 
participant in many committees, including Distance 
Education, Academic Senate (Treasurer), Mission 
Statement, Advisory Council for Career and Technical 
Education, Business Advisory, and Staff Development.

“Redesigning my classroom and curriculum to model 
a real-life business office is what makes me most 
proud,” said Dr. James. “The new design has enabled 
scores of students to feel prepared and to succeed in 
the competitive business world.”

Four faculty members presented outcomes 
from their sabbatical leaves during a campus-
wide forum held in the Center for Innovation 
Community Room in April.

Dr. Gerhard Peters, political science instructor, 
discussed how he made enhancements and 
additions to the website of the American 
Presidency Project (APP). Dr. Peters is co-
director of the APP, which is an online archive 
of presidential documents featuring audio and 
video clips of presidential rhetoric.

“My work was intended to create dynamic 
learning modules to teach concepts related 
to American government,” he said. “A number 
of accomplishments occurred during my 
sabbatical, and an overhaul of the APP website 
infrastructure is close to completion.”

Dr. Ana Afzali, Spanish instructor, provided an 
overview of her efforts to use green screen 

technology, QR codes and video editing 
programs to create a series of instructional 
videos for her Spanish 101 courses.

“Students want to be able to access information 
quickly and in short sound bites. My sabbatical 
allowed me to create 28 lecture videos for my 
Spanish 101 class, each of which has been 
carefully edited and closed captioned,” she said. 
“The time was well spent, and student success 
in the class has increased dramatically.”

Sheryl Samoff, sociology instructor, described 
how she worked to identify barriers to inclusivity 
for transgender students and examined ways 
Citrus College can better serve this population.

“I interviewed eight transgender students from 
three community colleges to learn first-hand 
about their needs,” she said. “My findings 
indicate that we are making progress, though 
increased knowledge is needed to better serve 

this student population and create a more 
inclusive campus climate.”

Ralph Tippins, mathematics instructor, explained 
how he created a database of formative and 
summative exercises within the learning 
management system environment to support 
trigonometry course objectives.

“Trigonometry is the gateway for science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) majors,” he said. “As a result of my 
sabbatical, our trigonometry students will begin 
their STEM path with an open educational 
resource textbook that has online assessment 
tools tailored specifically to the textbook.”

During the forum, each presenter explained 
why they were interested in their specific 
topic, outlined the process they took to reach 
their goal and answered questions from the 
audience.

Dr. James will retire at the end of the 2018 
spring semester after serving the college for 
22 years.

Dr. Peters Dr. Afzali Ms. Samoff Mr. Tippins
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Joshua McGinnis
Citrus College student Joshua McGinnis 
was selected to participate in a summer 
research program for undergraduates 
in unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
technologies (i.e., drones) at California 
State Polytechnic University, Pomona. 
This 10-week program is funded by 
the National Science Foundation and 
gives participants the opportunity to get 
involved in cutting-edge research. UAV 
technology is one of the fastest-growing 
sectors of the aerospace industry.

In the program, Joshua will participate 
in innovative research on the dynamics 
and control of UAVs, collision avoidance, 
artificial intelligence, and flight test 
experience. The program also features 
research symposia and seminars 
designed to engage students in 
professional development.

After graduation, Joshua is planning to 
transfer to California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo.

Celine Spathias
Owl softball standout Celine Spathias 
has been selected as the California 
Community College Athletic Association 
Scholar Athlete for softball for the 2017 
season. Candidates for Scholar Athlete 
must carry a minimum 3.5 GPA and 
must show outstanding leadership as an 
athlete, student, or in other college and 
community activities, as well as have 
participated in two seasons of athletics 
at a California community college.

A La Verne native, Celine had planned 
on attending Citrus College to save on 
costs before eventually transferring to 
a university. She worked diligently, in 
both the classroom and on the field, 
garnering incredible results. Celine was 
presented with a 2017 Key of Knowledge 
award during the college’s 54th 
Annual Academic Achievement Awards 
ceremony. She also played catcher on 
the Owls softball team and led the team 
during the season with a batting average 
of .449 and seven home runs.

Early Decision Program 
Continues to Grow

Early Decision is one of the college’s most successful 
outreach programs offered to incoming students. Designed 
to assist in the transition from high school to college, 
the ultimate goal of Early Decision is to instill confidence 
in students by equipping them with the resources and 
support services they need to succeed in college.

As graduating high school seniors make the decision 
to enroll at Citrus College, they receive support and 
assistance with the application process through 
assessments, orientations and abbreviated student 
educational plans. Additionally, participating students 
receive one year of priority registration.

Launched a decade ago, the Early Decision program was 
introduced to district high schools by the Citrus College 
Office of School Relations and Outreach. As the team 
conducted presentations, hosted parent orientations and 
facilitated workshops, high school students began to learn 
about the wonderful opportunities available at the college. 
Soon, many decided to start their higher education journey 
at Citrus College. The first cohort consisted of just over 300 
students. Each consecutive year, more and more students 
have joined the program. Because of this proactive 
outreach effort, Early Decision has earned a reputation 
for firmly establishing students on the path to college 
completion.

Transcript evaluator Barry Kuan assists Early Decision students on 
Welcome Day.

Due to the success of the Early Decision program, several 
school districts outside of the college’s service area have 
contacted Citrus College to request that their high school 
seniors be permitted to participate in the program. As 
a result, Early Decision was expanded to seven out-of-
district high schools in 2016-2017, and to 10 out-of-district 
high schools in 2017-2018. The program has grown from 
760 students in the 2014-2015 academic year to 958 
students in 2016-2017. This year, the college has added 
one additional high school and recently hosted an Early 
Decision day on campus.

“Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Outreach 
Supervisor Ivon McCraven and her team’s efforts at local 
high schools, the 2017-2018 cohort will be over 1,000 
students from 21 area high schools,” said Dr. Martha 
McDonald, vice president of student services. “Word is 
spreading about this innovative program and the success 
its participants are achieving.”

Citrus College Students Shine

Clarion and Logos
Nineteen student representatives from the Clarion newspaper and Logos magazine 
recently participated in the Journalism Association of Community Colleges (JACC) 
state convention in Burbank. The Citrus College team finished with 11 individual 
awards – five for work published during the 2017 calendar year and six from on-the-
spot contests that were held during the convention.

Additionally, the Clarion won General Excellence recognition for its print edition; this 
is the highest overall award a publication can receive at the JACC level. Also, two 
students were elected to the JACC Board of Directors. James Duffy, a member of 
the Clarion’s editorial board, was elected as state student president, and Matthew 
Smith, a staff member for Logos, was named the board’s Southern California student 
representative.

Joshua McGinnis is planning to pursue a 
degree in mechanical engineering with a 
concentration in mechatronics.

Celine Spathias is a computer engineering 
major and will graduate after spring semester 
2018.
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Citrus Community College
District Board of Trustees

A seasoned administrator and dedicated educator 
has been named the new dean of career, technical 
and continuing education for Citrus College.

Prior to assuming his new role, Dr. Rocco “Rocky” 
Cifone served as dean of business, engineering 
and technology at Pasadena City College. His 30 
years of professional experience also includes 
working as dean of instruction and student 
services and dean of business science and 
economic and workforce development at the South 
Orange County Community College District, as well 
as serving four years as dean of fine arts, physical 
education and athletics at Saddleback College.

“Dr. Cifone is an accomplished administrator 
whose professional experience and level of 
expertise will serve Citrus College well,” said 
Superintendent/President Perri. “Career technical 
education offers students many innovative 
educational opportunities, and I look forward to 
seeing this vital area advance and expand under 
his leadership.”

In addition to acting as an administrator, Dr. 
Cifone has spent time in the classroom. His career 
started at San Diego State University, where he 
began working as a graduate teaching assistant. 
He also worked as a communications instructor 
at Palm Beach Junior College in Florida; as 
communications/humanities department head at 
Broward Community College in Florida; and as a 
forensics coach and instructor at Palomar College.

“With his extensive background as both an 
instructor and an administrator in the community 
college system, Dr. Cifone has a valuable depth of 
knowledge that is sure to benefit Citrus College,” 
said Board President Rasmussen.

Dr. Cifone holds a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and a master’s degree in speech 
communication from San Diego State University, 
as well as a doctorate in educational leadership 
from the University of Southern California.

Citrus College Welcomes New Dean
Dr. Cifone, the new dean of career, technical and continuing education, in the college’s automotive technology facility.

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen
President

Glendora and portions 
of San Dimas Representative

Mrs. Joanne Montgomery
Vice President

Monrovia/Bradbury and portions 
of Duarte Representative

Mrs. Susan M. Keith
Clerk/Secretary

Claremont and portions 
of Pomona and La Verne 

Representative

Dr. Edward C. Ortell
Member

Duarte and portions of Azusa, 
Monrovia, Arcadia, Covina and 

Irwindale Representative

Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson
Member

Azusa and portions 
of Duarte Representative

Ms. Yachi Rivas
Student Trustee

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President

citruscollege.edu

Citrus College Student Wins Scholarship
The Honors Transfer Council of California (HTCC) Undergraduate Research Conference is an 
annual event that celebrates the finest work among honors students throughout the state.

Each year, a committee invites honors students to attend the event based on their 
submissions in several categories. This year, eight Citrus College students attended and one 
received the highest recognition.

Francisca Rivera was awarded the HTCC Dr. Juan Lara Scholarship due to her academic 
success and personal story of overcoming obstacles. Brian Waddington, coordinator of 
Citrus College Honors Transfer program, submitted an essay on her behalf that spoke to her 
extraordinary improvement within the honors program and her extracurricular service to the 
community.

“I am immensely proud of our students,” said Mr. Waddington. “They commit themselves to 
conducting university-level work for semesters and then reap the benefits by receiving awards 
or transferring to distinguished colleges and universities. They are role models for 
their generation.”

Since winning this scholarship, Frances has received admission to the University of California, San Diego, and nearly a full scholarship, which 
includes housing for her family.

Francisca Rivera (far left) was awarded the Dr. Juan Lara 
Scholarship by the Honors Transfer Council of California.


