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Academic Year 

Ends on a 
High Note

According to an old adage, “All good 
things must come to an end.” As 
classes wrap up and commencement 
approaches, it is safe to say that 
the spring 2018 semester at Citrus 
College was, indeed, good. In fact, with 
highlights such as the introduction of the 
Citrus College Promise and the launch of 
our redesigned website, spring 2018 was 
better than good – it was great!

In this final Citrus View of the academic 
year, we highlight several more 
reasons why the spring semester was 
an unmitigated success. From being 
recognized as a leading producer of 
associate degrees to once again earning 
the title of “Best Community College,” 
Citrus College is definitely ending the 
2017-2018 academic year on a high 
note.

Although this semester is coming to a 
close, I know that our students, faculty 
and staff will continue to work hard 
throughout the summer.

I am sure there will be much to report 
when this publication returns in the fall. 
Until then, thank you for your continued 
contributions to Citrus College, and have 
an enjoyable summer!

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Citrus College Ranked Seventh Among 
Nation’s Top Community Colleges
A national publication has listed Citrus College as one of the country’s leading community colleges.

For the 11th consecutive year, Citrus College has been included in the annual “Top 25 Community 
Colleges for Hispanics” issue published by “Hispanic Outlook on Education,” a monthly magazine that 
provides education news. “Hispanic Outlook on Education” has ranked the college seventh out 
of more than 1,100 community colleges in the United States for awarding associate degrees to 
Hispanic students.

“Being recognized as one of the nation’s top degree producers is an honor that Citrus College is always 
proud to receive,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president of Citrus College. “Over the past 
several years, the college has introduced numerous innovative initiatives designed to increase college 
completion rates. This impressive ranking from ‘Hispanic Outlook on Education’ demonstrates that we 
are making excellent progress in this regard.”

Citrus College was also ranked seventh in 2017.

“Citrus College strives to foster a diverse educational community in which student success thrives,” 
said Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, president of the Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees. 
“Accomplishments such as this are only made possible by the dedication of the entire college 
community. I extend my sincere gratitude to Citrus College’s faculty and staff for doing all they can to 
help students achieve academic excellence.”

“Hispanic Outlook on Education” has included Citrus College in its annual top 25 community colleges issue.
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Community Votes Citrus College “Best Community College”

Parent Night Creates a System of 
Support for Students
On the evening of May 3, over 210 students and parents attended Citrus 
College’s annual Parent Night.

Hosted by the college’s Office of School Relations and Outreach, Parent 
Night is a consistently well-attended occasion. With parents often 
playing a vital role in the well-being of a student, providing financial and 
emotional support, Parent Night helps to familiarize them with the many 
programs and services available to students. It also serves to inform 
parents how best to support and encourage students during their time at 
Citrus College.

“Parents received a comprehensive understanding of how to help,” 
said School Relations and Outreach Supervisor Ivon McCraven. “As we 
introduce parents to the many programs and services offered by the 
college, they realize that great opportunities are readily available at Citrus 
College for their soon-to-be high school graduates. It’s simply a matter of 
being proactive and following up. That’s where parents can be the most 
helpful.”

Since Parent Night was established, more students have accessed 
financial aid, extended opportunity programs and services (EOPS), career 
counseling, and help with registration for summer and fall semesters.

“Parent Night underscores the importance that we as a college place 
on community,” said Dr. Martha A. McDonald, vice president of student 
services. “To get students familiarized with the wonderful opportunities at 
Citrus College is great, but to get the entire family on board dramatically 
increases a student’s ability to succeed and ultimately complete college.”

The votes have been collected and the results are in: Citrus College is the San Gabriel Valley’s “Best Community College.”

In a poll conducted by the Southern California News Group, respondents indicated that they prefer Citrus College over the area’s other community 
colleges. The winners were announced in the organization’s annual “Readers Choice Awards” supplement, published on May 27.

“Citrus College is proud to be voted the best community college in the San Gabriel Valley,” said Superintendent/President Perri. “Having community 
members acknowledge our efforts to meet the needs of local college students is extremely rewarding.”

Ballots were submitted by the print and online readers of the “San Gabriel Valley Tribune,” “Pasadena Star-News” and “Whittier Daily News” newspapers. 
This is the fourth time that Citrus College has received the “Best Community College” distinction, having been previously honored in 2014, 2015 and 
2016. In addition, Citrus College was recognized as a “Favorite Community College” and “Favorite Career College” in 2017.

“Inclusion in the ‘Readers Choice Awards’ publication is always an honor,” said Board President Rasmussen. “Throughout the state, community colleges 
work hard to provide students with a quality education, and it is gratifying that members of our local communities believe we are excelling at our job.”

A soon-to-be college student embraces his mother after learning about the many programs 
and services offered by the college.

Print and online readers of Southern California News Group publications voted Citrus College as the best community college in the San Gabriel Valley.
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Several of Citrus College’s best and brightest 
students were recently honored during the 
55th annual Achievement Awards ceremony.

More than 100 students celebrated their 
accomplishments with family and friends, 
as well as Citrus College faculty and staff, 
in the Haugh Performing Arts Center on 
May 31. During the ceremony, the students 
were honored for success in the areas of 
academics, athletics and leadership.

“While the Citrus College student body is 
inspirational as a whole, the accomplishments 
of this distinct group of individuals are 
definitely deserving of recognition,” said 
Superintendent/President Perri. “Whether they 
have maintained an exceptional academic 
record, excelled on the athletic field or given 
back to the community, these students have 
left an indelible mark on the college.”

The honors bestowed during the ceremony 
included the Distinguished Student Awards, 
which are presented to individuals whose 

academic performance places them at the 
top of their classes.

Also presented were the prestigious Keys 
of Knowledge, which constitute the highest 
academic honors granted by the college. 
This year’s recipients were Alexander Manuel 
Arauz, Joshua Estrella Felix, Duo Gao, Beaux 
Fernando Guajardo, Kevin Charles Murray, 
Providence Janelle Riggs, Julianne Naomi 
Elizabeth Rodriguez, Han Sheng, Juan Alberto 
Soto and Watts Lincoln Waddington.

Students Hannah Chavarria and Ashley 
Guzman received the 2018 Service Leader of 
the Year honors.

The 2018 male Athlete of the Year honor was 
presented to men’s basketball player Jeremy 
Smith, while women’s basketball player 
Marisol Chavez-Delgado and women’s water 
polo and swimming team member Hunter 
Olivier were named the 2018 female Athletes 
of the Year.

CTE Programs Earn 
Recognition from 

Chancellor’s Office
The Strong Workforce Stars program was 
launched in 2017 by the California Community 
Colleges System as an annual commendation 
for successful career technical education 
(CTE) programs at California’s 114 community 
colleges.

CTE programs with students who have attained 
a living wage or gained a substantial increase 
in earnings, or who have found employment in 
a job closely matched with the student’s field of 
study, are rewarded with gold, silver and bronze 
stars. To earn a silver star, a program must meet 
one of the two requirements listed above; to 
receive a gold star, a program must meet all 
three requirements.

Citrus College’s nursing program earned a silver star from the 
Strong Workforce Stars program.

Celebrating Student Achievement

Citrus College earned 14 Strong Workforce 
Stars in the March 2018 Strong Workforce Stars 
report, published by the California Community 
Chancellor’s Office.

Among the winners were the child development 
and registered nursing programs, both of which 
received silver stars. Water and wastewater 
technology, a relatively new program at Citrus 
College, earned a bronze star for having 83 
percent of its former students attain the regional 
wage. Other bronze winners included the diesel 
technology program, with 100 percent of its 
students gaining employment in an occupation 
related to their field of study, and technical 
theater, with students enjoying a 130 percent 
increase in earnings after having completed the 
program.

“I am immensely proud of our forward-looking 
CTE programs, which have paved a way for 
students to succeed and achieve upward 
mobility,” said Superintendent/President Perri. 
“I am confident that our college will continue to 
equip students with the skills needed to thrive in 
the future, even as industries evolve at a rapid 
pace. Undoubtedly, gold stars are on the way for 
our innovative CTE programs.”

Ten Citrus College students were presented with Keys of Knowledge during the Achievement Awards ceremony.

Citrus College introduced its Instagram 
account, @Citrus.College, in May 2017. With 
more than a thousand followers as of June 
2018, it captures the college’s lifestyle and 
culture with striking and fun photography.

This creative approach recently earned the 
college top honors from the Community 
College Public Relations Organization 
(CCPRO), a statewide organization that 
promotes excellence in community college 
public relations. The Instagram account, 
which is administered by External Relations, 
was awarded the first-place award at the 
annual CCPRO conference and competition 
held in Sacramento this April.

Citrus College was one of only 36 
community colleges selected to receive 
first-, second- or third-place honors.

“In recent months, Citrus College has 
made a concerted effort to increase its 
social media presence and enhance the 
way it communicates with students,” said 
Superintendent/President Perri. “Being 
recognized for excellence in social media 
management is an honor that affirms the 
hard work External Relations staff members 
have invested in this endeavor.”

Recognized for Excellence in Social Media

Pictured (L-R): Marilyn Grinsdale, Genaro Gascón, 
Anthony Orona, Doug Schultz and Stacy Armstrong.



4         CITRUSVIEW

Citrus Community College
District Board of Trustees

Since 2013, Citrus College has been conferring 
the Above and Beyond – Classified Development 
(ABCD) Award, which is given quarterly at board of 
trustees meetings to honor outstanding classified 
employees. The criteria for winning the award 
include exceptional vision, collaboration, service 
and dedication to the college community.

International Student Center Counselor Mary 
Mincer is the most recent recipient.

Nominated by her supervisor, Coe Lamoureux, 
Mary was recognized for her excellent computer 
skills, organization and special ability to analyze 
issues and develop new and innovative methods 
to assist in the office. Above all, Mary is quickly 
embraced by students, and her enthusiasm for 
working with the diverse population of international 
students is sincere and impactful.

“Mary is a genuine, hardworking employee 
with personal qualities that would enhance any 

program,” said Dr. Martha A. McDonald, vice 
president of student services. “She is always willing 
to go above and beyond in her duties to assist both 
students and staff. I am proud and delighted that 
she was nominated for the ABCD Award.”

Mary began her career at Citrus College in 2013 
after earning her master’s degree in college 
counseling and student development from Azusa 
Pacific University. She was hired as an adjunct 
counselor in the International Student Center 
and, within several months, earned a full-time 
counseling position. Her hobbies include reading, 
hiking, camping, cooking and watching Disney 
movies. She is currently writing a young adult 
fantasy trilogy.

“My favorite part about my job is seeing new 
students’ faces at orientation,” said Mary. 
“Knowing that I will watch them accomplish so 
much and be with them at the ‘Transfer and Grad 
Dinner’ makes for a very rewarding career.”

Mary Mincer Wins the ABCD Award

Mary Mincer (center) proudly displays the “Hootie” trophy at a board of trustees meeting on April 3. She stands with 
Superintendent/President Perri (left) and Board President Rasmussen (right).

Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen
President

Glendora and portions 
of San Dimas Representative

Mrs. Joanne Montgomery
Vice President
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of Duarte Representative

Mrs. Susan M. Keith
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Dr. Edward C. Ortell
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Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson
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Azusa and portions 
of Duarte Representative

Ms. Yachi Rivas
Student Trustee

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri
Superintendent/President
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New Stadium Lights Promote Sustainability
Focus Area 7 of the Citrus College 2016-2021 Strategic Plan states that the college will promote 
the environmental, economic and social benefits of efficient ecological resource sustainability. 
The first step toward attaining that goal is instituting cost-effective, efficient and sustainable 
practices – something that Director of Facilities and Operations Fred Diamond is more than happy 
to accomplish.

The California Clean Energy Jobs Act (Proposition 39) presented Mr. Diamond with the perfect 
opportunity to execute this strategy. By submitting an Energy Expenditure Plan to the California 
Energy Commission, he was able to have Citrus College included on the list of colleges that are 
eligible to receive funds for introducing clean energy and helping to create jobs. Ultimately, Citrus 
College was approved, and it has received Prop 39 funds to finance several “green” projects 
across campus.

One of these projects involved replacing the college’s aging high-intensity discharge (HID) stadium lights. While the old incandescent bulbs lit the 
stadium adequately, they lost significantly more energy in heat than in light produced. Installed in just 40 days this spring, 127 new light emitting 
diode (LED) fixtures will require just 50 percent of the energy used by the retired HID lights to perform the same task.

“Made possible via Prop 39 grant funds, our college’s new state-of-the-art LED stadium lights are the same devices that are being used in NFL 
stadiums,” said Mr. Diamond. “Brighter, energy efficient and long lasting, they will save Citrus College over 30,000 kilowatt hours per year.”

The new stadium lights are the same ones used by the NFL.


