


The community college is a distinctive creation, defined most critically by its open-access
mission. It is a powerful force to democratize higher education, shifting opportunity from the
exclusive realms of the selective and the elite colleges and universities. It serves a population of
students that is incredibly diverse—a fact that often slips from the consciousness of those
discussing higher education. Beginning in the 1950s, it became increasingly clear that these
institutions would benefit from an accrediting agency that deployed standards and review
processes closely aligned with their character and mission. Commissioners and peer reviewers
drawn from within the sector would be in the best position to provide formative feedback,
make accreditation decisions, and advocate for their mission in the higher education
community.

ACCJC has carried this responsibility since its formation in 1952. In recent years, it has become
more crucial that a focused and informed voice can speak on behalf of the community colleges
in the national conversation. With ever increasing state and federal dollars being provided to
students in our colleges, and with uninformed comparisons being made between their
graduation rates and those of selective, traditional colleges, the stakes are high. Community
colleges, both in our region and nationally, are vulnerable to being misunderstood and unfairly
judged when viewed through the performance metrics used to assess all of higher education.

The region has engaged recently in some thoughtful conversations about whether its
community colleges would benefit from being accredited by the same agency that accredits the
baccalaureate and graduate institutions in the region—WSCUC. Those conversations were
prompted in part by particular aspects of ACCIC’s operational context. At the present time,
those conversations have largely been set aside. From what | am hearing, the membership is
open to a growing appreciation for what an accreditor can do on their behalf when it functions
entirely and exclusively within the distinctive mission of community colleges. Some have
expressed the idea that, rather than seeing our bifurcated structure as an anomaly among
regional accreditors, they are pleased to have an agency that has more than six decades of
experience in exclusively supporting the quality efforts of institutions that enroll one in four
community college students in the nation.

My team joins me in reaffirming our commitment to respond ever more completely to meeting
those high expectations.



