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LATEST NEWS FROM CITRUS COLLEGE

Commencement: 
A New Start

While commencement marks the end 
of the academic year, it is interesting 
to note that the word commencement 
actually means “a beginning.”

For the thousands of students who 
are moving on from Citrus College to 
four-year institutions and meaningful 
careers, some of the most exciting 
chapters of their lives are starting 
now. Knowing that we provide our 
students with excellent academic 
preparation and career training fills 
me with a great sense of pride.

This final Citrus View of the 2018-2019 
academic year offers many reasons 
to feel the same – from being named 
the “Best Community College” to 
the grand reopening of the Campus 
Center – a bright and flourishing 
future at Citrus College is taking 
shape.

Thank you for all of your contributions 
to Citrus College and our students.

Have an enjoyable summer!

Dr. Geraldine M. Perri 
Superintendent/President

Modernized Campus Center Reopens
The grand reopening of the Ross L. Handy Campus Center was recently celebrated with an official ribbon-
cutting ceremony on May 7.

During the event, dignitaries, civic leaders and members of the Citrus College community had the 
opportunity to tour the reconstructed interior of the renovated building. Changes were made to the 
building’s wall and floor finishes, restrooms, plumbing, HVAC, electrical, technology, and lighting. In 
addition, a great room, offices, club rooms and break-out rooms were created.

“The Ross L. Handy Campus Center is an important building on the Citrus College campus. For many years, 
students, faculty and staff have gathered in this communal space for meetings and activities designed 
to facilitate and celebrate student achievement,” said Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president of 
Citrus College. “This impressive facility represents the college’s continued growth and its long-standing 
commitment to student success.”

The Citrus College Office of Student Affairs, Student Life and Leadership Development, the Associated 
Students of Citrus College (ASCC) Executive Board, and a new food pantry are all housed within the 
Campus Center. It is also a popular location for college and community events.

“The newly refurbished Ross L. Handy Campus Center is one more example of Measure G dollars at work, 
and I express my sincere appreciation to our communities for supporting this important initiative so many 
years ago,” said Susan M. Keith, president of the Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees.

The updated building was partially funded by the Measure G general obligation bond that was approved by 
voters in 2004.

“Many people played a part in the remodeling of the Campus Center,” said Claudette Dain, vice president 
of finance and administrative services. “From the planners and architects to the construction crew and 
Citrus College’s facilities and maintenance employees, these individuals invested their time and energy to 
ensure that the college would have another beautiful, high-tech building to meet the needs of students.”

Board President Keith, Superintendent/President Perri and the members of the Citrus Community College District Board of Trustees cut 
the ribbon during the grand reopening of the Campus Center.



Once Again, Citrus College Voted 
“Best Community College”

Print and online readers of Southern California News Group publications voted Citrus College as the best community college in the San Gabriel Valley.

The ballots have been collected and the votes are tallied – Citrus College “As an educational leader and active community partner for more than 
has once again been voted as the best community college in the San a century, Citrus College has long been committed to meeting the needs 
Gabriel Valley. of the cities it serves,” said Superintendent/President Perri. “Recognitions 

such as these affirm that we are fulfilling our mission of creating a learning Throughout March, the Southern California News Group asked the readers 
environment in which students thrive.”of their San Gabriel Valley newspapers to select the people, places and 

things they consider to be “the best of the best.” The poll was divided into According to the Southern California News Group, an overwhelming 
five sections: food and drink, places, goods and services, people, and number of print and online ballots were submitted this year.
miscellaneous. “Community college” was one of 48 categories in the “Citrus College works tirelessly to increase completion rates and meet 
places section. workforce needs. Receiving recognition for our commitment and 
For the fifth time since 2014, the readers of the San Gabriel Valley Tribune, dedication is gratifying,” said Board President Keith. “Being voted ‘Best 
Pasadena Star-News and Whittier Daily News indicated that they prefer Community College’ for the fifth time is particularly rewarding because 
Citrus College over the region’s other community colleges. it indicates that residents of the San Gabriel Valley are pleased with the 

college’s efforts to meet the needs of students.”

Student Achievement Celebrated at Annual Ceremony
More than 100 Citrus College students were recently recognized for their 
stellar academic performances and positive contributions during the 
56th annual Achievement Awards ceremony.

Family and friends joined Citrus College faculty and staff in the Haugh 
Performing Arts Center on May 30 to celebrate the accomplishments of 
Citrus College’s best and brightest students.

“Although this year’s group of honorees hails from a variety of 
backgrounds and have different academic goals, they share a 
commitment to excellence that is impressive,” said Superintendent/
President Perri. “On behalf of the Citrus College community, I 
congratulate these outstanding students for achieving such remarkable 
success both in and out of the classroom.”

Among the recognitions presented during the celebration were the 
prestigious Keys of Knowledge, which is the college’s highest academic 
honor. This year’s recipients were Ibrahim Abboud, Jezreel Wooster 
Bodley, Darren M. Chang, Peter Francis Conley, Eduardo Contreras 
Herrera, Rosanna Guajardo, Elizabeth Amezquita Hartwell, Joshua 
Alexander Jones, Madeleine Marie Lewis and Julian Tobias Verdon.

Also awarded during the ceremony were the 2019 Service Leader of 
the Year honors, which were presented to Kyshawna Denise Johnson 
and Makayla Pedroza. The 2019 Female Athlete of the Year honor was 
presented to volleyball player Gina Lipscomb, while the 2019 Male 
Athlete of the Year honor was presented to basketball player Josh 

Recipients of the 2019 Key of Knowledge awards, which constitute the highest academic 
honor granted by Citrus College.

Caston. Finally, Distinguished Student Awards were presented to 100 
students whose high academic success in a given program place them 
at the top of their class.

“It is always a pleasure to acknowledge the hard work and dedication 
that has established these students as being among Citrus College’s 
best and brightest,” said Board President Keith. “On behalf of the entire 
college community, I congratulate all of our honorees recognized at this 
year’s Achievement Awards ceremony.”
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Career and Academic 
Pathways Presented at 
Campus-Wide Forum

For a year and a half, a team of knowledgeable faculty, staff and 
deans met for 70-plus hours to research, develop and finalize the 
Career and Academic Pathways (CAPs) that will soon define the 
college’s approach to matriculation and student success. On April 
25, the 19-person subcommittee had the opportunity to present 
the final CAPs to the college community at a Guided Pathways 
Campus Forum held in VA 130.

Faculty co-leads Natalie Desimone and Victoria Dominguez joined 
Mapping/CAPs Design Team co-leads Becky Rudd and Gwen 
Harris, as well as several other committee members, to provide 
an overview of Guided Pathways as a career-focused, student-
centered, comprehensive support system for career exploration, 
workforce entry and transfer preparation, before unveiling the 
seven new CAPs.

Introduced as the “magnificent seven,” the final CAPs are: 
Business & Information Technology; Career & Technical Education; 
Communication, Literature & Languages; Exercise & Health 
Sciences; Social & Behavioral Studies; STEM; and Visual Arts, 
Performing Arts & Design. As each CAP was presented, a faculty 
member shared details about inquiry groups, naming surveys, 
sorting activities and meta-major tool analysis that were essential 
to the CAP’s design and development.

“The guiding principles we used to develop the CAPs were similar 
career goals, similar English and math requirements, student-
centered language, and overall coursework alignment,” said Ms. 
Dominguez. “Having each degree or certificate in one CAP was 
critical as well. After an initial pilot period, the success of the 
current CAP structures will be reviewed.”

In 2020, two of the seven CAPS – Exercise & Health Sciences and 
STEM – will be piloted. Students who choose majors within these 
two CAPs will be supported by a team of counselors, faculty and 
classified staff to ensure that their path is clear and that learning is 
impactful.

“The Guided Pathways model will enable students to be more 
informed about their career goals, decreasing students’ overall 
time to completion,” said Dr. Arvid Spor, vice president of 
academic affairs. “I thank Ms. Desimone and Ms. Dominguez, as 
well as the Mapping/CAPs Design Team, for all of the incredible 
work that they have done to make Guided Pathways a reality.”

Guided Pathways faculty co-leads Victoria Dominguez (left) and Natalie Desimone 
(right) pose together after facilitating the Guided Pathways Forum.

Samantha Vara (right) and Lauren DeMoss (left) won first place in the avant-garde hair category 
(not pictured: Elizabeth Meza).

Galactic Heroes and Villains 
Hair Show Dazzles Audience
Excited guests filled the Haugh Performing Arts Center on the evening of April 
30 for the Galactic Heroes and Villains Hair Show. Hosted by the Citrus College 
Cosmetology Program with support from the Citrus College Foundation, the 
student competition and runway show is a popular event designed to raise 
funds for future cosmetology activities while showcasing student talent.

Dancers opened the show with a dynamic performance that was enhanced 
with music from the student band Night Shift, as well as sets and lighting 
designed by emerging theatre technology students. As student models 
strutted down the runway, they showed off unique hair, costume and makeup 
designs to a cheering crowd. A panel of judges, including Robert Sammis, 
director of human resources, and Christina M. Garcia, director of the Citrus 
College Foundation, judged contestants in the following categories: avant-
garde hair, makeup and wigs/extensions.

“The Hair Show is an awesome event that allows us to overlook conventional 
standards of beauty for one night and experiment with art using our 
imaginations,” said cosmetology student Lauren DeMoss, who was awarded 
first place in the avant-garde category along with teammates Elizabeth Meza 
and Samantha Vara. “I am grateful that Citrus College gave us the opportunity 
to show what we can do with makeup and costume design.”

“Citrus College is teeming with bright and creative students,” said 
Superintendent/President Perri. “Many of the students in cosmetology dream 
of working in Hollywood, opening their own shops or joining successful 
beauty salons. Events such as the Hair Show give them the confidence and 
experience to continue pursuing such goals.”

Samantha Vara models her award-winning hair 
design. Photo courtesy Liandra Thibodeaux.

A student shows off her extravagant hairdo and 
wardrobe on the runway.
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Faculty Author Forum Had the “Write” Stuff
Over a dozen Citrus College faculty, staff and students gathered in Hayden Hall on May 1 to learn 
about the publishing successes of six faculty members: Elizabeth Cook; Dave Milbrandt; Dale 
Salwak, Ph.D.; Bruce Solheim, Ph.D.; Anna Villeneuve; and John White.

Sponsored by the Faculty Learning Institute (FLI), the authors were invited to share their 
experiences about researching, writing, editing and, ultimately, publishing their work. Spanning 
genres from political thrillers to in-depth literary criticism, each writer provided a unique glimpse 
into the creative writing process, including its challenges and triumphs. The anecdotes were both 
humorous and insightful.

“I was very pleased with how the event turned out,” said Sarah Bosler, public services librarian and 
Pictured (L-R): Dr. Solheim, Dr. Salwak, Ms. Villeneuve, 

FLI co-chair. “The authors’ passion and knowledge about their craft inspired audience members to Ms. Cook and Mr. White pose together after a Q&A session.

evaluate their own methods of writing, as well as how to think creatively.”

After facilitating a conversation between the panel members, Ms. Bosler invited the audience to participate in a Q&A session, which quickly evolved 
into a dynamic discussion about individual writing styles, literary techniques and the publishing industry. What began as a general overview of 
creative writing became an opportunity for aspiring writers to learn about finding a literary agent and pitching their work to editors and publishers.

“The Forum was a success due to the wealth of knowledge and expertise our faculty are able to share with the college community,” said Dr. Gina 
Hogan, dean of language arts and library. “Events like these are a testament to the diverse and supportive culture we have at Citrus College.”

New Technology Provides Students with 
Financial Aid Assistance
Students searching for answers to their financial 
aid questions can now receive customized 
responses 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Earlier this semester, the Citrus College Financial 
Aid Office introduced a new online resource 
designed to communicate complex information in 
a style that is easy to understand. Using artificial 
intelligence, the program allows current and 
prospective students to receive immediate answers 
to questions submitted online.

“The Financial Aid Assistant, or chatbot, is a tool 
that not only benefits students and parents, but 
also benefits staff,” said Carol Thomas, director of 
financial aid. “The up-to-date technology facilitates 
better engagement with students in the areas of 
financial aid, financial literacy, loans, grants and 
more.”

According to Ms. Thomas, the Financial Aid 
Assistant quickly answers questions using 
a combination of short text-based answers, 
engaging videos and links to website information.

“The chatbot has a comprehensive, highly visual 
knowledgebase of content that is anchored by a 
library of regularly updated online video content,” 
Ms. Thomas said. “This content not only deals 
with financial aid, but also includes other student 
services topics, and it is regularly updated as state 
and federal financial aid programs change.”

The chatbot was developed by Financial Aid staff 
and funded by a technology allocation from the 
California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office. 
It can be accessed by visiting www.citruscollege.
edu/stdntsrv/finaid and clicking on the orange 
bar in the lower right corner that says “Ask Your 
Financial Aid Assistant.”

Staff in the Citrus College Financial Aid Office helped develop an online resource that provides students with answers to their 
financial aid questions at any time.
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